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JANAKIPARINAYAM.

BENEDICTION.

May the lotus-feet of Krishna protect you—thdse fuet
which, at the sweet sound of the flute tuned by him in the
garb of a shepherd boy, the cows at a distance came running
with joy to lick with their tongues, as if to drink the grape
juice of the Upanishads adhering to his feet or to scrub thes
drops of sandal {from off the bodikins of the Gopika women.

May Parvati protect you—She, who, by her askance eyes
chastised her triend who j2sted with her, Saying * O, friend,
I have rubbed of the dust of the cassia fistula which were
clinging to your legs, and have daubed thereon the red fac;
I have rubbed also the ashes that were clinging to your
byeasts and tatooed them with the Makarika leaves. You
may now disport with your husband as you please.”

(At the end of benediction )
£l

PRZLUDE.

Manager—(Laoking in front), This assembly of good
men is learned in the shastras and they are well-acquainted
with the art of the drama, before whom poets may display
for approval their tasteful productions, who are intent upon
farwarding the interests of those who seek their refuge, who
are to be revered by adl and whose presence is to be obtain:%
only through merit. , Therefore I shall display, before thers
men of praiseworthy virtues, and in accordance with Bharge
ta’s Science, the art of representation which has been ghe
hereditary profession of our family, and gratify myself
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(Listening to some voice in the sky). Men of the assembly,
what do you say ? doyou ask me to enact a drama, newly
composed, which contains a plot eusily understood and which
is pregnant with delicious thoughts? A wonder! a wonder!
The assembly order me to do what [ had alveady been pon-
dering over. Thisis It a fortune. (Looking towards the
curtain). Lady, come hither.

Euler Aclress,
Actress—Sir, I am come here.

Muanayer—Did you hear what the great men of the
awsembly said ?

Actress—(Ieaving « siyh). T heard, Sir, I beard : bat
1 hear that my daughter Kamalini who had been designed
to be married to your nephew Kalnhamea is to be abducted
by a wicked songster, named Mahamaya, fraudulently dis-
guised as Nalahamsa. Therefore 1 am anxious about the
fulfilment of Kamalini’s desires without obstruction.

Munages/—Do not you be sorcy. 1 have arranged a
songster named Brihatpala to bring about the match between
Kamalini and Kalehamsa: let Mahamaya be as handsoms
23 Kalahumea; thas Kalahamsa is superior to Mahamaga
will be shown by his learning itself. 'LLerefore, in order to
please this audience, sing a song to the present spring season.
Look here! the cuckoo, plucking the fresh sprout by its hill,
pursues the mate that is near and by the wind caused hy the
fluttering of its wings drives the becs and disports on the
mango trees, making noise.

Actress—Yes, that is true ; but although 1 long thought
over a drama of the nature which the audience want us to
enact, I do not think of any. °

Munager—(Laughing). Llow did you forget it, that you
were taught the newly composed drama, named JANAKIPARI-
NAYAM. o

. Aclress—(Vith joy). It isa fortune that-you reminded
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me. Sire! The poet who composed this is Ramabhadra
Deekshita who came from the great Yagnarama Deekshita a8
the moon rises from the sea. *

Manager —Y ou have remjnded me well. The intsllectual
excellence of this man is extolled by Sri Neelakanta Deel-
shita in the assembly of Pindits; ths Konda Astrologer
gives Lim a prize equally with the great; he has received
Lis blessings from his preceptor named Balakrishna ; and he
is the son-in-law of Chokkanatha Deekshita. The play
which this poet has composed is made sacred because it nar-
rates the story of Sri Rama. Aund the people of the assembly
are men of good taste. All this is .y fortune. Therefore
begin to sing.

Actress—(Sings).  Now does every woman bedeck her
locks with the 17lulte flower and disporf with her lover
whose fatigue at the close of such sport is soothed by the
smell of that flower: Again, the womeh, wearied with the
spbrts, are extolling the wind that passes through the win-
dows and allays the sweat of their exertionse Moreovlr,—
(Trembling will feas).

«  Manager—1I see that by your song the audience is as in
a picture. What, you timid creature, why do you tremble
without cause when vou should fecl prond ?

Actress—What! do you not see that a Rakshasa is
coming hither ? Ilow shail I be without trembling ? (Moves
a litle),

Munager—(Tooking). Tady, do not fear. He is my
brother-in-law entering the stace in the guise of Sarana, the
garvant of Ravana. Therefore we shall make ready for what
ought to be done hereafter, (Exeunt.)

.
(HERE ExDS THE PRELUDE.)
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ACT L.
PrOLOGUE,
Enfer 8araya,

Sar.—~(Looking in front; with joy). Here comes Suka
whom my master, Maharajah Ravana, whose feet is bowed
to by the godsand demons, sent to Mithila in order to get
the news from that place.

Inter SUKaA,

Suka.—Dear Sarana, what is the matter ?
¢
Sar.—Have you sped well in your mission ?

Suka—1I shall tell you. Wkeve do you go now?
Sur.—~My lord has given me orders.

Suka.—What?

Sar.~«1t is said that king Janaka has a foster-girl by
name Seeta; that she sprung from a place of sacrifice dnd
that she is the incarnation of beavty in all the three worlds.
You should arrange with king Janaka to bestow her on me.”

. Suka.—It is a wonder to behold the unprecedented
modesty which oven such a lord shows toaman. With him,
the capture and arrest of heavenly damsels is as easy as the
gport in the mud is toa child, It is likely that his failure to
think of abducting this Seeta forcibly is becanse of the faith
that Janaka has in Siva,

Sar.—Is it even s0?

Suka.~Sir, hear the news of this town of Mitmia,

Sar.—Go on.

Suka.—That that girl has, of her own accord, fixed her
sfiections on Rama who is possessed of all the virtnes in the
world, is known to king Janaka who has approved of it, and
femng mischief from Ravana he' has entrusted the task of
bringing the son-in-law to the sage Viswamitra who per-
formed the miracle of creating a second heaven.
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Sar—(Smiling and with anger). Alas! the time is out
of joint : that our lord proceeds in the straight way and the -
lord of the Videhas in the crooked way! Gé-on.

Sula.—And that sage has set out to invite Dasaratha
with his wives and children as if for his sacrifice. Junaka
also invited by Viswamitra, has put the reine of government
in Mithila into the hands of his brother, Knsadhwaja, and
with the pretence of attending the sacrificg has already
come to the lermitage of Viswamitra, along with his
daughters.

Sar.—Considering this arrangement I think. that the
marriage of Seeta and Rama will beaccomplished ; yes, Dot it
be. As I wasordered by Ravana, I shall also gn to Kousi-
ka’s hermitage where king Janaka lives,

Suka.—What is the use of going there ?

Sur.—Do not say so. Our Maharajah was born in the
far-famed family of Brahma and is famous for his wealth.
Again, Indra who has performed a hundred sacrifices abides,
in modesty, by all his orders, If such a Maharajah should
aspire to the hand of a givl, who will stand ir the way of his
desires ? a

Suka.—Even in that case, king Janaka is powerful
enough to make his prayers futile seeing that he does not
meet with the approval of his daughter.

Sarana—(Reflecting a liltle). Sho might not have known
of the family of Ravana abounding in riches; but how can
she not have heard ot the deeds of the conqueror of the uni-
verse? Leaving aside onr master, who is the unconquerable
Ravana, how does Seeta bestow her love on a man’s son ?
(With a decp sigh). At first the love which Seeta, the,
daughter ot the Videha king, bears to Rama, the son of
Dasaratha, should be frugtrated and then her love should be
directed to flow to our lord,

Suka.—This i not possible.
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Sara.—Then what conrse may be taken to attain Seeta ?
(Reflecting a little, and. then with joy). Tnasmuch as Rak-
shasas generally tarry away by force or guile maidens of
beauty, she, Seeta, onght naw to be guiled away by our
master in the guise of Rama. Seeta will soon find the im-
perishable riches of the bridegroom and be pleased ; and
Janaka, the devotee of Siva, will acquiesce in it and become
pleased with his son-in-law, also a devotee of Siva.  Therefore
our king must be made to approach Janaka in the guise of
Rama, accompanied by Vidyutjihwa in the guise of Kousika.

Suka.—Siv, well-thought. There must be something
done also to prevent the return of that Kshatiiya-Brahman,
who officiated at Trisankuw’s sacrifice and who has gone to
Ayodhya.

Sara —Friend, yon have spoken right.  But who can
do it if pot lady Thataka? For, the Rakshasi bears the
strength of a thousand elephants; she would assail under
cover and if discovered she would be let off as a mere
woman, Therefore you will please arrange with Thataka.
T shall communicate this news to our master,

‘ (F et Suka ).

Sava.—(Looking in fronl, and with swrprise’.  What !
the lady Thataka has appeared the moment she was thought
of. In her descent from the sky, as she opens her mouth
and makes a howl, her breasts bedecked with garlands of
hones scatter the clouds around. The tresses of her hair
fly in all directions being wafted by the wind caused by the
Auttering wings of vultures which come to pick the flesh
that clings to the palate. Seeing her at a distance, tho
heavenly damsels fly up in a hurry into the eky.

Inter TnaTAKS as described above.
Sara.—(Approaching), Lady, I salute thee.
Thata.—What ! Sarana? May you live long!
Sara.—Lady, where do you'go?
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Thata.—At the request of Parasurama, who is a relation
of Kcusika and a devotee of Siva, our Maharaja, Ravana, also
a devotee of Siva, has ordered e to go and prévent my son
Mavicha from causing hindrangs to the sacrifice of Viswa=
nitra.

Sara.—(Laughing). Look at the stratagem of this
Kshatriga friend, the son of Gadhi, Lady, with the pretence
of sacrifice, Janaka and Kousika lave thus altﬂempted to
bring about the marriage of Seeta and Rama.

Thata.—Why should they pretend ?

Sara.—They fear that our Maharaja may desire her
hand. .

Thata.—1If so, T shall myself carry away dJanaki to our
Maharuja.

Sira.~That must not he. If carricd by ferce,, Seeta
would not Dbestow her aflections on Ravana. Fuither, a3
our Maharaja has faith in Janaka, who is a devotee to Siva,
he would not acquiesce in it.  Again, when on the Himalayas
our lord forced Rambha, she cursed him. Thezefore it Rill
be harmful to our Mabaraja to force an unwilling woman.
Baut you should do thus (whispers.)

Thata.—(With joy). Boy, you have thought well. In this
way shall Seeta fall into the hands of Ravana. Tt is proper to
defraud those who attempt to defrand others. 1 shall take
the help of Maricha and kil thut Viswamitra who will e
sleeping quietly at night on the way, along with bhis
attendants. You go to Lanka and make Ravana start.

(Eeit.)

Sura,—As it is not sure that Thataka will succeed, I
shall go to send Maricha, the conjurer, with his attendants
ta give her help. (Fait)

(HERE' EXDS THE INTERLUDE).

Enter RavaNa with VIoYrraimnwa and SARANA

* Das.—My twenty eyes yearn to see Steta the danghter
of Janaka, and my twenty arms throb likewise to embrooe
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g

her; why not I burn this form of mine which is not to her
heart’s taste ; and yet it is a pity that I bave to assume the
form of a man, * It is not wrong ndt to display my innate
violence of temper because I copsider that king Janaka, whose
standard is the plough, is a devotee of Siva. But how, alas!
shall [ woear this unseemly garb, setting aside my honour and
dignity for the sake of his daughter ?

Sara.~-Have done with your fear about loss of honour.
Tormerly, at the Swayamvara of Damayanti, the guardian
spirits,—Indra, Yama and others—trod the way wkich you
are row to follow. It is not unprecedented.

Vidyut.—(With hairs on end. To himself). Janakiis
as inaccessible to our Lord as Damayanti was to the guardian
spirits. (dloud). O, mighty king, the heart of Seeta, daugh-
ter of ‘the Karth, is subdued by child Raghava born in
Raghu’s family. You cannot by any means turn that hea-t
unto you. Further, king Janaka is your friend and you
have much faith in him. Therefore the only straight way to
attain.that gitl is this.

Das—Yes, let it be. It is not right for me to reject
whet you both say. Therefore, Sarana, you go and fetch tlfe
pushpaka car in order that I may set out.

Sera.—As my lord commands. {Exil.)

Enter SaraNA with lhe Pushpala.

Maharaja, here is the car brought.

Vidyut.—This is a witness to your world-wide conguests,
with hangings of pearls clouded by the heavy sighs of women
whom you have brought captive to you, untouched by the
winds from heaven for fear that the scents of their flowers
will blow on it, and hidden by the clouds. Such a pashpaka

_car is now getting down the sky.

Das.—(Seeing the car and with fear and smile). Oh!
it seems to me that even this car is not as it wasand pre-

-sumes to be new as if I am powerless and as if it thinks that
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1 am Ravana through mere fraud. Tor, the ears do not all
step aside at sight of this as before ; the gods do not raise
the folded hands and adere; the Siddhas mnd Vidyadharas
do not applaud as before ; nop Ao I hear as before the noive
of the drums beaten with the hands of heavenly damsels
mingled with the uproars of intoxicated Rakshasas.

Vid.—Mighty king, it is not so.  After the celebrater of
the great festival of the marriage of Seeta subdued by the
grasp of a form agreeable to her taste, when Janaka should
exult at the acquisition of the lord of the world for his
scn-in-law, and when the Maharaja should return with the
maid glorying at your magnificence, this pushpaka car will
become what it was before. Therefore, my lord, please get up,

Das.—(Gets up the car along with Vidiputjilaea).

Sara,—~Look, mighty king, look, Scarcely has your-
car got beyond the precincts of Lanka when even the ocean is
unruffled, habited as it is by the turtle, the shark and fish ;
here is the orb of the sun, devoid of heat, like a mirrop of
precious stones; and even the wind blows so’ gently as to
move but the tender leaves of the sandal creeper.

Vid.—Is this an olject of wonder in this person of ten-
heads who lifted and played with the Kylas mountain as with
a ball, who took as captive the Indra ot the gods who quelled
Jambasura; and who is possessed of a deal of conjuring skill ?

Das.—-{Deflecting).  Against the Kylas mcuntain T dis-
played the prowess of my arms and against the guardians of
the eight corners of the Earth I displayed the skill in my
arms ; and for one in my position it is but just that T should
now display to king Janaka himself my skill in assuming
hapes which [ have not hitherto revealed. Therefore, Sarana,
let the car go quick, e

Sura.—~Mighty king, do you not behold the quickness
~ith which this car ascends. For, look aloft! as this'car is
roing up, the sky, mighty as the mountains, with its stars
ippears to get duwn ; and here below this Earth is going cut
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ot eight ; the seas around it appear as lines; and the moun-
taius of suurise and sunset, filled with stones and trees and
creepers appetinall even, . s

Vid —Oh! with one bognd has this quick car breught
us to the holy lermitage of Viswamitra, DBehold! all
round the lermitage there stand clusters of young trees
laden and Dbent with innumerable fraits, and 1n the jungles
that surround the hermitage you see the beasts and birds
moving in peace and quiet, undisturbed. And behold here
the waters of the Kousiki river dashing against the rongh
stones on the slopes of the Lill and flowing fust Ly the bower
offrushes that grow on its banks ; the wild elephants play in
placking with their trunks stalks of lotus that grow in this
river; and on both banks of this river are birds cooing away
in theiy intoxicated joy.

Dus.—(Looking at Sarana, with enxicty), Let our car
descend in the direction where blows the wind through the
Jotus flowers soft as the breath of Seeta, and where the
Chakravaka kirds fly up in pairs and make noise, frightened
at the shaking of the tresses on the heads of the sages doing
penance with their bodies plunged to the veck in the water.

Swra.—Mighty king, the pushpaka car has got down ia
accord with your desives.  We shall all get down from the
car at this beautiful Kousika region. (7hey all get dvwn the
cur.)

Das.—Let this car remain here invisible to anybody tiil
we return,

Sura.—Hereafter we shall all resort to the art of Thiras-
karani (magic) and voam about in this place unseen hy any.
For, here, at the feet of those lofty spreading trees that
grow around are tiger skins and durl ¢ seats lying close agd
thick, and on their boughs hang bright deerskins and barks;

* and therefore it appears to ba the hermitage of Viswamitra.

Dasi=~Sarana has spoken the truth. For, we sbould
. learn in secret all that takes place bere.
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Vil —(Shuts Lis ey and veflects on the magic art)

Dus.—~Wlho ave these two Brahmacharis who with sacri-
ficial sticks and grass in sheir hands, come hither lovking all
round ? They are coming tows apds us.

Swrw.— Siee, they may bo the disciples of Viswamitra,

Iuter Two BrauMicHaRl BoYS.

First—At the time of his depurture to the city of
Ayodhya, the mighty sage Viswamitra left me igjunctions to
preserve the fiie ab the Agnihotra Sala.  Therefore 1 have
brought sacrificial sticks and Darba gryss from Kousiki
banks.  (Comes rownd )

Second—I have now brought sacrificial sticks and g?ass
in accordancs with the orders of sage Satananda who is the
family priest of king Janaka and the son of tGautama, Theve-
fore I should goto the home of king Junaka.  (Comgs round.)

Fiiend Satyavrita, how long is king Janaka to stay in
the hermitage of Kousisa ? Tell me, it you know i..

Irirst—"1il1 the final ablution of wy family priest Viswa-
mitra after the close of the sacrifice,

Dus.~—These two appear to be the disciples respectively
of Viswamitra and Satananda. Thevefore we shall, under
cover, hear what these talk to each other.

Sar.—Mighty king, do you not see that Vidyutjihwa
has put into practice his magic avt ? Thevefore, what need is
there to be hiding ?

Dus.—(With joy). What shall I say of the glory of the
art. Not only are we invisible to others, but what we speak
is not also heard by them,

Vid.—Mighty king, we shall roam about here featlessly.

Second—Satyavrata, when there are Rakshasas who are
prone to destroy thy sacrifice, how may Viswamitra begin te
perform one?

Salya.—Devavrata, listen. At the time that this Viswa-
mitra, in his wrath, set about to create a new heaven, all the
gods began to tremble and extolled his virtues to the deafen
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ing of his ears as you know. And when hé was thus in his
wrath, did not the God Brahma himself, wringing his hands
in trepidation, come from the Satyaloka to this Earth and
appease his anger? And what fear will Viswamitra, such a
treasure of penance, have for the Rakshasas ?

Vid.—Sarana, did you hear this Brahman boy's speech ?

Sura.-~Therefore it is that our Maharaja has sent Mari.
cha, the skilled conjarer, to attack Viewamitra,

Vid.—This is but just. For, this Maricha, when he
formerly fought with the gods, wrought fear in them by dis-
playing the unparalleled force of his magic and covering the
skies now with pitch darkness, now with mighty clouds, now
with smoke and anon with dust.

Das.—(Looking ut Vidyutjihwa with affection and respect).
Vidyutjihwa, as the snake alone knows the teet of the snake,
the force cf Maricha’s magic is known only to you, the
oomjurer,

Devaveata—My friond, you said that Viswamitra was a
great treasurs of penance, and that is perfectly true. For,
behold ! In his hermitage here, when the lisn yawns, the
young elephant fearlessly drags with its trunk the fangs of
the'lion which shows themselves out in all the whiteness of a
lotus-stalk. Again, this young calf, while its mother has
gone out grazing, sucks at the teats of the tigress dwelling in
the cave. Further, who in the world can fathom the might
of this glorious person who rescued from danger Sunassepa,
who, being sold away by his parents and tied to a sacrificial
stake as a sheep was blinking all around not knowing how to
protect himself.

Pid.—It would seem that this Brahman boy does not
know the force of Maricha’s magics Therefore it is that he
talks thus.

Suca.—Let it be. What harm is it ? It is usual with
gvery person to extol his own connections.

Vid.—Let this be. Bat look at Maricha’s skill, This

- Maricha, unseen by any, entered the sacrificial altar where
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three fires were burning, killed the priests who were there,
broke the vessels that wers to be used for &he sacrifice, ate
the beasts that had been tied there, took away the oblations,
put on an gly face and frigltened all the wives of the sages.
Who does not know that it is difficult to control such a
Maricha ? )

Sutyn.—Therefore it is that sage Viswamitra, aspiring
without doubt to perform the sacrifice, has goie to the city
of Ayodhya to invite his dear friend, king Dasaratha, who is
the glory of the fkshwaku family,

Sara.—(Suiling in anger). This Viswamitra has®for-
gotten that he entreated our Maharaja, through Parasurama,
not to frustrate hie sacrifice. And now indeed he is going
to perform the sacrifice fearlessly.

Vid.—Sarana, why shonld you get enraged at what that
fool of a Brahman said ? Whatever "Viswamitra does is
secret.

Sara —1Iis entreaty to our Maharaja through Parasu-
rama has not been revealed even to his disciples. What does
'he gain by doing so?

Vid.—In order that those who surround lim may all
believe in him that he is capable of executing their business,
You snid that Janaka had arranged with him to get a son-in-
law for him, That is why he does all this,

Sara.—(Laughing). Thinking that this person is a man
of power, that deceitful Janaka has made this arrangement,
Let me narrate his prowess. This Kausika is indeed a
mighty man who went to do penance not knowing what to do
when the army of the Sakas and Mlechas, created out of the
’I)ody of Vasishta's s#tred cow, broke bis standard, threw down
his chariot-hovses, broke his chariot, cut his bow and drove
him afar from the field of fight.

Deva.—1 hear that through the glor§ of the sacrifice
which Rishya Sringa performed for that king Dasaratha,
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four sons have been born unto him and that they are under-
going the rites pf Brahmacharis..

Sutya,—1 hear that of those four sons, Rama the efful-
gent who abides by his father’s wish, is highly virtuous,
standing like Brahma among all the creation.

Das.—(With jealousy). What did this Brahman boy
say ?

Vid.—Mighty king, men say so.

Sara,~That is why Janaki has cast her desires on him.
And that is the very reason why Maharaja also has taken up
the form of that Rama in order to marry Janaki.

Deva.—~(Nodding his heod). [ have heard the priest
Satananda, son of Gautama, often telling to Janaka of the
virtues of Rama, befitting his name; that this Rama is a
great warrior, is friend to all, is patient though brave,
possesses power without pride, does not swerve from the duties
of a Kshatriya which bestow good on all the world. knows
the Juties well, is pure in mind and body, is truthful, is
merciful to the poor, diligent and intelligent, and ekilled in
the arts of the weapons so that he might be called the lord
of tha world.

Das.—(To himself, with hatr on end). What! do all
these virtues really find a place in him ? (Aloud) This
Brahman boy is repeating the ravings of that Satananda the
unworthy son of Gautama, before king Janaka whose food
he is eating. -

Vidv—(Perturbed). Sarana, our Makaraja had fora long
time been keeping in custody the Devendra who in a night
clandestinely had intercourse with Ahalya, the mother of this
Satananda, and ravished her. Instead of praising our
Maharaja, the lord of Lanka, who did .him such good, thig
son of the harlot Ahalya is extolling Rama !

" Salya.~-Therefore itis I think that Janaka has approved
of Sita falling of her own accord in love with Rama possessed
«of such virtues.
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Sura.~This wicked Satananda, by often extolling Rama
has accelerated the love, which Sita has for,kim.

Das.—The statemeut t.hat Sita isin love with Rama
cleaves my vital parts on One side. And when I hear her

story, Cupid cleaves me on the other side with his merciless
arrows.

-

Vid.—(Ileaving a sigh in anger). Mancha should first
kill Satananda, the son of Ahalya, and then otflers. Let that
be. This Satananda, the son of Gautama, might have said
80 without fear ; but how did Janaka, the friend of our
Maharaja, give eur unto it ?

Deva.—Yes, yes. But Janaka, hemmg my preceptor
Satananda thus praising Rama, says thus—

Satya.—~What does he say ? (Olhers also listen unxiously).

Deva.—* My daughter Sita is in love with Rama. You
are also constantly extolling Rama. ‘Ttis but just also to
make amatch between the Solar and the Lunar families.
Bat I fear that the fulfilment is difficult.”

Vid.—Well done, king Janaka, well done! You have
spoken on good reflection.

Dus.—Is he not a wise man ?

Sara.—How may this happen when you, our Maharaja,
aspire to the hand of Sita ?
Sutye.—Why did he say so ?

Deva.—Listen to the end what King Janaka said: «T
hear people say that Ravana, the son of Kekasi, loves my
daughter Sita, and is to ask me to bestow her on him in
marriage. Therefore, if the ten-headed Ravana, possessed of
powerful arm ‘nmed in all the three worlds, who is the grand-
son of Brahma, who is the highest among Siva’s devotees and
who is my friend, should desire my daaghter and entreat me,
how can I give my daughter whose heart is on none other
than-Rama ? Or how may my tongue say nay unto it ? The
thought of this pains me much.”
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"Vid.—What king Janaka said to Satananda is very

Just, ) .
Das—!Shedding teurs of joy). Oh Janaka, oh my friend,

vou need not be sorry. Will I put you to soirow ?

Sara.—Mighty king, you are not going to ack for the
daughter in your true form. You are going to marry in the
guise of Rama.

Sutya.—(Laughing). Did king Janaka say so? Listen
to Ravana’s deeds of valour. Is this Ravana the person of
world-famed prowess who, of old, when caught in the armpit
of Vaii, the highest of the monkeys, shook himself in the
attempt to get out of it with his ten lieads in front and his
four legs behind, without being able to take out his twenty
hands?

Das.—(In anger). 1 shall twist the neck of that wicked
Brahman boy. (Getsap, but 1s prevented by the two persons
stunding near), .

Wd.—Oh fool, do not you krow this? Do you no
know that with his hundred fingers he plucked from beneath
all the roots around, so that mount Kiylas slid down and fell
into ks twenty hands, and at that time Parvati trembled and '
went and embraced Siva who then grew overjoyed and extolled
this Ravana? Do you not know that many such virtues
inhabit Ravana the lord of the Rakshasas?

Das —(Modestly). Oh Vidyntjihwa, it is not right to
say that the praiseworthy lord extolled me. Listen to what
1 say. In'days of yore when I was performing severe penance,
Siva, the moon-crested deity said * you have grown very
lean by penance” and patted me kindly on my back with his
hand made red by the safiron from the breasts of Parvati.

Deva.—O Satyavrata, what you say isnot right. If
ahy one fail on a particular occasion to dieplay his prowess,
what is there of blame in him ?

Das.~(Laughing in concert), How was it a failure of

wry prowess ? A menkey, by name Vali, vainly thinking that
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he was very stroug, came to fight with me and without
knowing my prowess, he caught me in Kis armpit. Then
when I gave a thrust he grew dizzy and left me and made
friendship with me. I do not know how I failed here to

show my prowess. Some how or other I have gota bad,
repute,

Sura —~What do fools know about the pyowess of you,
the lord of Lanka ?  What is Vali, a simple monkey, before
vou who have the ability to lift and throw thé mount Kailas
with ten of your hands and hold it carelessly with the other
ten hands ?

Satya.—O Devavrata, cease attempting to hide the
shame of Ravana, the lord of Lauka. Formerly, Karta Virya
Arjuna stopped the fload of the river Rewa with his five
hundred hands, and with the other 500 hands dragged his
wives by their clothes and tresses, scattered the water on
them and sported to his heart's content when in the flush of
fight Ravana came to fight with him and %as made captive
by him,

Das.—What! this wicked fellow, the disciple pf that
low-born sage Viswamitra who pertormed the sacrifice for
King Trisanku, is also raving like his Guru. Therefore he
must be made a pray to the Rakshasas.

Deva.—Let that be. Listen to this. Once before, to
the wonder of the Devas and Danavas, Ravana freed all the
people who were suffering in a horrible hell and was being
extolled by them when by the loud roar set up by this Ravana
the buffalo who was the vehicle of Yama ran in terror and
Yama fell down and the Rakshasas laughed at it. May we
extol or censure such a Ravana?

Vid.—O Devavrata, your words make you fit to .be
praised. Q-

Sura.—It is not only he but also that person to whom
ke ig n L}isciplo.
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Das.~I think that all people in the world who are
connected with’ King Janaka are my friends. By the
connection with Champaka ﬂower does not the box which
contained it also throw odours? "

«  Sutya.~Why should we vainly fight in wondn? It is
time. We shall go to our hermitage. ( Beeunt both).

Das. —We ghall go to the forest on Kousiki banks by
this beautifal " grove of mango trees and understand what
takes place in the several places and go to the habitation of
King Janaka who has ear ned a name for merit by the birth

" of Sita.
Vid. and Sara.—As our Miharaja desires,  (Erxeunt).
(Here ends the First Act).

ACT IL
Enter ATHRI and ANASUYA.

Afhri.—Anasuya, 1 am invited for the sacrifice which
the great sage Visvamitra is going to perform. And I have
come with you to his hermitage. But what shall wa buy
and take for child Sita who has come here with Janaka ?

Anu.—Do not you know that I have with me the white
silk and sandal given by the gods? Do not you know that
n family woman who wears these two things need have no
fear of Yakshas, Rakshasas or other evil spirits and that their
innate good-nature will not desert her ?

Athri.—This ig vight. T hear that Ravana is trying to
get Janaki in marriage. (Looking in frent) Who is this who
brings here the wet lotus lenves with their stalks ?

«  Ana.—Tt looks like Sucharita the companion of Sita the
daughter of King Videha. Seeing that she curries these [
think Janaki is troubled either by the fire of love or by
“walking in the hot sun.

Athri—(Reflecting.) Yes, it must be by love, For havr
1 seen by my meditation that Janaki, having seen the hand
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some und mighty Rama, has fallen in love with him‘and
being always devoted fo Mim has come to».disregard other
things and is Iying on the bed of flowers surrounded by her
companions. But we shall g4 to Janaka himself. (Ezeunt.)
(Mere ends the Prelude).
Linter Ravana with SaraNa and VIDYUTIIBWA.

Das.—In my mind thers arise an unspeakable joy and
surprise that I have in prospect the sight of young Sita who'
rose from Janaka's sacrificial ground and whose beauty puts
even Rati to shame. Therefore, Sarana, tell me which way to
take to go to Kousika's hermitage.

Suru.—Here, by the south of the Kimsuka furest which
lies %o the north of Vihanga forest.

Vid—Mighty king, here is the way. (Al come round.)

Dus.—Sarana, what, is there a pleasure-garden even on
Kousiki baoks ?

Sura.~No, no. This new hermitage of the sage
(Viswamitra) gives yon pleasure by the voice,of the cdckoo
singing sweetly in ecstacy on the mango trees that spread
around the hermitage, by smeiling the sweet odours which
the sprouting Vakula buds scatter all rcund, and by the
thought of lying the cool shade of the Areca and plantain
troes which grow in luxuriance and beauty.

Vid.—Lo, how charming is a sage’s hermitage! Here
ave the ripe fruits of the spreading areca trees falling down
unplucked ; the red plantain trees are all shaking with their
bent heads owing to the full crop of ripe fruits; the wind
blows slowly ; the sweet fruits of the manzo trees lie dropped
at their feet ; and hers hang bunches of cocosnuts from the
cocoanut trees like the breasts of young damsels.

(Behind the scenes).

Since my dear friend Silavati went to fetch the drawing
materisls and Sucharita went to fetch the lotus leaves
required for my cool treatment, Cupid who found I am alone,
is tormenting me heavily. Oh, what ehall Ido?
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Das-—(Lzstenm]) It looks like the cooing of the
fomale cuckoo ‘who, with a desireto mate, sings sweetly
after eating the tender leaves of, the mango tree.

Sar.—Mighty king, this is not the cooing of the cuckoo
“forit is not merely pleasing to the ear; this seems distin-
guishable; I think it is the voice of a female parrot.

(Again, behind the scenes.)

Oh Cupid; whose arrows, are the flowers, I shall forfeit
my life bofore thee after once drawing the picture of my
lord @nd looking at it. Please wait a little,

Das,—(Listening). Itlooks likea piteous woman weeping
over the separation of her husband. Therefore I should look
all round and find out who she is.  For her voice is like the
cooing of the cuckoo and the song of the parrot ; therefore her
beauty skould be fameus in all the three worlds.

Sura. ~As my lord commands. (Goes round. Then
enters.  (In wopder). Mighty king, there is none to be seen
anywhere though searched.

Dus.—(Gelting wp in wonder and looking). What! there
is no Hne to be seen! What a great wonder this is! ’
(Behind the scenes).

UHowever much I have entreated Cupid, he is tormenting
me without the least pity.

Sara.—What! the person who still speaks is not to be
seen !

D.ts,—What wonder this is! it rains nectar, but no sky
is seen !

Vid.—All things connected with sage’s hermitages are
be\ ond the mind’s conception.

(Behind the scenes).

1 should now take poison and die!
All—(Listening). It is certain that a woman is weeping
over the pangs of iove. But she i3 ot visible to our eyes:
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(Euler the attendant Sucharila throwing the enrluin uside”
and holdiny the lotps stulks and leaves fer hund).

Such.—Dear companion. donot say such inauspicious

words.
(Euter Seelu lying on a bed of tender leaces).

Sitn—Or, 1 should enjoy the happiness cf seeing the
moon-like face of my lord! (Swoons).

Such.~Dear, take heart, take heart? (Funs with (he
lotus leaf).

us.—l1t is cerain that a damsel, with lotus-like eyes,
has swooned, weeeping for her husband ; for her dear com-
panion is standing near herand fanning her with lotus lesves,
I have not the fortune to look at the damsel who so repines
for love. But why should 1 grieve? Lven a diamoud stone
would break at sight of a woman in this condition:

Swra.—That woman is not visible, But Ler attendant
is visible. What wonder is this!

Vid,—That also will appear to us in timé

Such—Alas! Alas! her torment has gone beyond limits.
Therefore I shall sprinkle the juice of the sandal buds over
hez,

(Exlracts juice from the Sandal buds with her hands).

Das.—This attendant’s body has lost its tenderness,
though possesing eyes like those of a young antelope, because
of her extracting the juice of the sandal sprouts with the
machine of her hands.

Such—(Ketracting). Dear companion, I shall daub thee
with this sandal juice that I have extracted. Dues this give
comfort ?

Sita.—Collecting a lLiftle). Alas! how long shall I be
giving troubls to my companions thus ?

Such.—1 just hear that your dear lord is to come
to-morrow.

Suar«.—Who may be her husband ?
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" Das.—He who has done meritorious deeds.

Situ—If onq may live to-ay, one may pray for to-
morrow,

Dus—He is the man of merit who has created this

, unbearable fire of love in this girl with eyes resembling the
blue lily. But because he is indifferent to her, he may be
said to be a sinner.

Such.— i'riend, do not say s0; draw your husband in
the picture aird somehow while away a day.

Enter SiLavati with the materiuls for drawing.

* 8Sila.—Dear friend, this is the drawing board and these
are the instruments for drawing. (Gives them).

Such, —Dear friend, take heart somehow and draw the
picture of your husband on the board. (Sita gets the draw-
ing board and trembles from head to foot.)

Such.~Dear fnend why do you hesitate ?

Sitw.—Sucharita, what question do you ask ? She will
be thinking only of that great man whom she saw in her
dream.

«Sara,—Mighty king, you grow in happiness. Who
else is mighty other than you ?

Das.~1t pleases me. DBut let us see further.

Sita,—I have given up my heavy sense of shame and
have with difficulty picked up courage. Therefore, fever, it
you will leave me for a while you will attain much merit.
(Draws a little).

! Dus.—That every line of the picture which the lotus-

‘ eyed damsel draws on the board with such clearness and
. beauty becomes visible on close seeing and the fact that [
hear the soft tinkle of her bracelet as she draws makes me
understand that she draws the picture of her husband.

Sita.—Sucharita, my mind is s};y at the thought that it

is vain to draw the pioture of a person whom I cannot get
(Sheds tears.)
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Das.—Surely she is erying, for the tears which wash }he
paint in her eyes and the saffron off her cheeks appear like
the bee touched with the lotus-dust, o

Sieh.—Dear friend, dp, not cry. You'will easily get
your dear lord,

(Sita vubs her fuce and draws again).

Silu—(4side.) Oh Sucharita, our dear friend Sita her-
gelf seen.s to have much love for him. Forg,whenever she
thinks of him, her cheeks bristle with the bairs; whenever
she draws her fingers tremble.  Through joy “she opens her
eyes wide and looks steadily at the picture.

Such.—She desives to draw as she saw in the dream’

Dus.—(Listening.)  Oh, my mind, why do you feel
cager in vain ?  See also whab comes next,

Situ—\dfter drawing. 7To herself) T have tith much
difficulty drawn the likeness of my husband as I saw him in
ny dream, with a body blue like the Neelotpala, with eyes
long and red stretching to the ears and with long and,stout
arms. ¢

(Wit joy in Sunskrit.) I should now draw the bow in
‘this my lover's hand, the quiver on the shoulder’s bagk, the
sacred ash on the chest and the zone of munji grass on the
waist, I should also draw the ‘vhiskers on his face which
look like a row of bees on the lotus of his face.

(Draws aguin.)

Das.—(Seeing the picture. Ileaves a sigh. To himself ).
What ! this appears to be another! My mind, why dost thou
fondly desire ?

Situ—(After drawing, vaising her jolded hands in rererence
to the husband in the picture). (In Sansirit). Ob, my dear
lord, this south whd is now pouring embers of fire on me’
Alas! even this cold-beamed moon bathes me in fire, What
shall I say of this cruel deed of Cupid. Therefore, my dear
lord, you should not by any means neglect me; again, you
protector of my honour,—-(Breaks in the middle). (To herself).
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I took the picture to be my husband and have begun to
chastise him ! {Tries {o concenl twhat she spole).
Sita—(Lagrghing).  Dear friend, you began to say eowe-
thing and stopped in the middi€,
Sita—(With wmodesty). My friend, there is nothing
more. 1 have dvawn in fuil the picture of my dear lord.

The companions.—(Looking at the picture and {o euch
other). I think that the love of our dear friend to this person
is appropriate to the stature given to him in the picture.

Pprog g P

, Suara,—(Seeing, and with astonishment). The eyes in
his face are long and broad like the lotus-petals; the two
arms are long like the yoke, the chest is broad and big, the
waist is very thin; and the two legs possess emblems of
imperial dignity. Who is this great man? I have not seen
his like in all the three wnrlds,

Das —(Tv himselr). This frame of this person, blue like
a forest gariand of blue lilies, is enongh to give pleasure even
to an enemy’s eyes; his majestic form, fit to be extolled by
the wise bespeaks a grandeur not to be attained by others.

Ldloud).—Vidyutjihwa, look at the person drawn in the
picture,

Vid.—1 am looking at him. The two red ends of his
eyes bespeak a great soul; the light marks of the sacred ashes
on his chest say that he is a Brahmachari ; the light tasteful
whiskers on his face mark him a young man ; and the bow in
his band tells us that he is a Kshatriya.

Sita.—Sucharita, Jook at this (Shows the picture).

Such.—(Laughing). What is the use of my looking at
it, my dear friend ? 1f your lord sees all thie he will present.
you with a precious Lracelet for your lotus-like hand.

Das.—.~—Sucharita spoke the truth. For the lines she hag
drawn and the colours she has used are clearly distinguishable ;
the limite are in their proper places; and this pictare has
heen clearly drawn so that it is true to life, Her skill is
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unparalleled in the world, and the picture gives joy to all wifo
see it.

Sila—Sucharita, hear what I say: anticipating the
dexterity of our dear friend, t#8 bracelets have already been
put by you on her hands, which were given to your hands by
Kousika to be put on Janakee’s hands for her protection and
which bear the jewel named Rulkshasandham Karana (causing
wnvisibalily to the demons).

(Dasanana and Sarana ear and look at eaclietlier).

Vid—(Laughinyg). 1 have heard what had to be heard
and known°what ought to be known. This is Sita, and tifis
Rawa ; and she was not seen by us: and he has been drawn
by her.

Dus.—Ts this the fellow, Rama, who is proud of the love
of this daughter of the king of the Videhas? (Looking at ths
picture and with anger). You fellow, who came to destroy
the Raghu family, do not be proud that your person is fit to
be desired by Sita; Muweecha whom 1 have sent to kill y'ou
will net leave you unslain,

o Swra.—Mighty king, look at the immodesty, of Kousjka
who gave her the bracelet set with the Jowel of Raksha-
sandhamhkarena. Savely he must have thought that you would
cairy her away as soon as you see her.

Jid.—That 13 it. This Kshatriya-Brahman (Viswamitrs)
is indeed a clever fellow.

D s.—(Looking at the sky; and with onger and laughier),
O you base born Kousika, rou are capable of creating a
heaven, but shall not be able to humble Mareechs in battle;
you can convert Rambha into a stone, but cannot quell
Thalaka in battle; yog were able to protect 7risanku, hut
you are not able to protect this Raghava from me ; therefore
I think you do all this only to die at my hands.

*  Sara —What do you say “you do this to die”? He is

dead already.
8
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Das.=(In anaiety). Let that be; think of a plan to
gee Janaki.

Sara,—I have already thought sver it.

Das.—(Fxultingly). What is that?

Sara.—(Whispering in the ear). Tt isthis. (Tells ths
plan).

Das.—(Laughing). You have done & skilful thing, For
the purpose of getting the bracelet, put on the guise of a
sage from Ayodhya.

Sara.—So shall 1. (Gets up and enters in the garl of o
sage). lam aperson of Ayodhya, and am oppressed with
the“fatigue of the journey. Oh, who is there? Please allay
my fatigue by giving mea cool shade or by fanning me
(swoous).

Vid.—My Lord, look at Sarana’s ekill. The loose
braid of yellow which Le wears, his face with the sacred ashes
wet by the sweat, the stick in his hand and the loose antelope
skin make one believe that he is a Rizhi.

GSita—(In confusion). 1 hear one is come from Ayodhya;
therefore, Sucharita please entertain that Brahman.

Such -—-O Brahman, refresh yourself. (Fans him with
fotus leaf). )

Munt.—'"0Opening his eyes). By your favor to me for no
reason | have got back my life.

Such.—(To herself). By luck, the Bralman has
recovered consciousness. (dloud). Who are you and whence
do you'come ?

Muni—You know of the frst-born son of king
Dasaratha.

; Sita—(In confusion). What of him ?
" Dase—(WVith Jealousy). Destroyod by Mareecha at
. Thataka's instance, =
Such.—Brahman, go on, please.
Muni.—My tongue is dry.
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Das.—(Laughing), Why does not your tongue break for
telling an unpleasant thjng %

Siq:—(’l'rembling). He seems to be about to tell an
unpleagant news (Grieves).

Sila.—Friend, give water to the Brahman to drink.
We shall hear the rest then.

(Sucharita brings water from the river in o lotus leaf

and offers it),

Muni.~I ghall not drink water given by female
attendants.

Site—(Shedding teass). As the Brahman wili not drink
water and is feeling sorry, I think some mischance has come
to my lord.

Muni—(To himself). Not only for him, but te Kousika
who loves him. (4loud). Be done with thy alarms. Owing
to my having taken up a vow I do not drink water given by
a‘woman, traly.

Such.—My lord, please tell further.

Sila—Now is my heart between the fire and nectar.

" Muni.—By seeing me in this condition, my paren{s who
love me will grieve.

Vid.—(In jest). Not only they, but the Rakshass race
itself at sseing you in an uncomely disguise.

Sita—What i3 this saying when my heart is thus
tormented.

Sila.—This is surely s Rakshasa who has thus causesd
our dear friend to tremble and does not tell anything further.

Muni—(To Limself in fear). How was I known by her ?
(Rieflecting).  This could not be. (dlond). Iam a dear friend
of that Ramabhadra,

Das.—(Laughing). What doubt is there ? Since you
firat began to kill him.

Sita —This is not enough for me to take heart,

Such.—Brahman, tell, tell. What brought you here ?
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 Muni.—1I shall tell you everything. I suppose you are
not in favour of Ravana ?

Sita—(To hé;self/ He must ceitainly be a grent friend
of my dear lord, because he sare so.

Sila.—Friend Sucharita, who is this Dasagreeva?

Das.—(Fn anger). Cuarsed be you fool, you do not
know the person who has conquered all the three worlds.

Muni.—This Ravana lifted the mount of Siva, was
howed unto ‘l‘)’ Indra with his crest, has the healed marks of
the wound caused by the sharp and cruel dicc of Vishnu and
is the great-giand-son of Lord Brahma, the creator of the
Un;‘verse; and how is bis name not heard by you ?

Stla—(Coally). What of the narration of his virtues
When he is hated by all as a Rakshasa.

Duasi— (With a wry face). Vidyutjihwa, I bave heard
what had to be heard.

Vid —Therefore it is that I see no other way to influence
her than to pm. on the guise of Rama.

Dus —This is not possible for Ravana. For, is it right
that I shonld desire her who does not love me of her own
azcoyd ; is it advisable that Tshould. to influence her, take the'
guise of that creature, man ; or is it right to defrand one who
has been my friend from boyhood; and is it not better to
abandon this desire whick is likely to ruin my name and
fame ?

Vid.—Mighty king, why should ycu lose heart for no
reason ?° What is named deceit is our family property. If
by deceit she is taken she will in time submit.

Sueh.—Friend Seelavati, do you not know that lord of
Lanka whom father Janaka would praice as his dcar friend.

Das.—It is on account of that friendslup that Janzki is
not carried away by me,

Sile.—O Brahman, that Ravana has been bronght to
mind.  We are not Rakshsees in favour of him ; but this is
Janaki and myself and this woman are her ccmpanicns.
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Muni—~(To himself) Alas! iz this Janaki?
(Bends and ldoks at the earth )e.

Sueh.-—l\[y lord, now say without fear,

Sila—Brahman, if you®fell good tidings, Janaki will
give you a pair of bracelets as & present to you,

Muni—(To himself.) This attempt is for that,

(Aloud.) What else is to be said ?

Sita—(Tremhling.) Is my lord, the ornament of this
world, dead?  (Swoons.) .

Companions—Friend Janaki, who art friendly to thy
e mpanions, who art like the beautiful light of the werld,
why dost thou leave us so long acquainted with thee and
attempt to give up thy life along with thy dear lord?  (They
weep.)

Muni—What! why should you all weep without cause ?
I have not told all the news yet.

Compnions—Dear friend, do not lose heart, let us hear
the rest of the rews.

Sitv—(Dicks up cournge and looks at the Muni.)

Muni—Sage Kousika who is the embodiment of thy
merits, is to-day to fetch the Cupid-like Rama here? yonu
ought to rejnice ; why do you grieve?

Das.—(Lawghing.) Sarana, even assuming the gulse
of a sage, why do you tell a lie like this? Say rather that
Vidyatjihva fetches Ravana,

Companions—Friend, thy fortune is unparalleled. (Site
qebs wp ta joy and confusion, takes the jewelled bracelets from off
ker hand and puts them into Sarana’s hand.)

Das.—'In surprise.) The earth, the sky and sll the
{odirections are emblazoned by drops of molten gold s» muche
} %0 that the whole universe seems to be pervaded without a
l speck of cloud, by streaks of lightning shining like so many
{ streaks of saffron,

What o wonder is this? Eve I could open my eyes

closed in the dazzle of the light and cast them around, I ses
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hefore me the form of a wonjan formed as it were of streaks of
lightning and tncommon in the world.
(Behind the scenes.)
iv

The sage Athri, with his wife Anasuya, has comé to
witness the sacrifice to be performed by Viswamitra, There-
tore, Janaka, who has offered A7ghya to him, calls Janaki his
daughter to bow to him,

' Sila.—Dear friend, good luck brings you increased
prosperity ; for, you have the fortune to visit Anasuya, the
old and honorable woman whose sight dispels all sin.

© Sita—(In surprise) 1 am much pleased. We shall
therefore go. (Eceunt).
Das.—Alas ; that beautiful damsel has gone out of my
gight, I donot see her face beautiful as the image of the
moon or her big expansive breasts or the waist of the girl
with her beautiful eye-lashes; but I saw merely her lock ot
hair which looked like the sword of cupid. The cursed fate
would not broox to allow me to see her other parts.

Tid.—When she gave away her bracelets to Sarana, dld
you pot notice her hands suft as a tender leaf ?

Das.—Ah! well have you reminded me. I remember
seeing her hands which were as beautiful as the inne: side of
the fuil-blown lotus, which bore on it a golden ring and
which had fingers red and curved like the nose of a parvot.
If I should only get her hands which humble the pride of
the lotus'in beauty and which bore handsome hracelets, I do
not care for the royal princesses whom I have led captive to
tay desires, I do not cave if the heavenly damsels I have
taken captive be with me or with Indra; fur I shall have no
‘use of them, 3 '

Vid.—Is this difficult of attainment it you put on the
guxae of Rama ?

Das.—1t is not fit for me to assume the guise of a man ;
but for the sake of obtaining that Janaki who isa light unto
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he world I shall put on " that disguise. You mzke haste also
to put on the guise of Kousika, S

Vid.—1I have already put on the guise of Kousika;
Sarana will assume the fornf 3f Lakshmana.

Sara.—The greatness of the sage is indescribable
for, when I received the golden bracelets which were on her
hands, 1 did not know myself. (Looking around). In the
haste to see their kinspecple, the girls have forgotton to take’
the picture toc; therefore I shall take this piature and give
it to my lord Ravana. (Tuking lhe picture in haud). My
lord, these ave the Lracelets she gave. Thisis the pistuie
ghe drew. (Shows i lo Ravana).

i, —Mighty king, look at these two bracelets set with
the Jewel of Rukshusundham karanam and thie picture of
Rama, )

Dos-—Throw away these two bracelets which did not
show that matron to me and this picture where her lover is
depicted.

Sara.—My lord, what shall T sav ? Since you have put
on those bracelets, you are also invisible to the eye.

*  Pid.—Yes, if so, cast it somewhere out of sight in the
car; it will he of use sometime or other,

Sura.—1 ¢hall do so.  (!lides it).

Das.—Alas! for the sake of enjoying the festivities of
the marriage with this Seeta, I have to defraud my friend,
King Janaka, and to take up this despicable form of man,

(Exeunt),
(Tlere ends the Second Act).
ACT IIL
INTERLUDE.
Enter MAREECHA.

Mar.—(Reflecting,) How came I out of the sea, a hund-
red yojanas wide wherein I sank as I was wandering in the
gky, my joints becoming loose in the whirling wind caused
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by the huge weapon which that Kshatriya boy aimed at me ?
Ah'! the prowesg of that Kshatriya boy is unparalleled. For,
on his bending the bow and darting a keen arrow, a whole
army fell, and, alas! at its sight, even the sorcerer Subahu,
who all the while lay concealed in the mass of clouds, lost his
life.  Further, when that strong Kshatriya boy had controlled
the sorcerer-like dust by the storm of his arrows he saw
Thataka in {ront and being disgusted to find that she was
& woman he withdrew his hand from the bow which he had
strung, but yet one arrow from it darted in haste and qnelled
Thataka. (In grief.) Alas! mother, alas! Thataka, who art
fond of thy boy, who art asstrong as a thousand elephante,
considering that thou too hast met with such a fate at the
hands of this Kshatriya boy, [ believe that God’s injunctious
are not transgressable. Oh mother ! where art thou? please
reply to my wailings. (In anger) Oh, Princely boy, I shall
not leave thee who first madest the quarrels. (In pify.) Aht
Sabahu, cursed he I in whose presence thou wWert disgraced.
(Reflectiny and with a sigh ) Oh, Karala, I do not yet know
where thou art gone, my boy.

(Enter KsraLa )

Kar—It was a good fortune that I ran away toa
distance from the ficld of battle. It was by good luck that
I did not enter the field of Rama's weapon, because I am now
alive. But I do not know whether Mareecha, who was canght
Ly the weapons of Rama, lives or not. For, like a storm that
drives the clouds aloft, the arrow of a boy that is born in the
Raghu’s race has in a moment thrown Mareecha somewhere
with the jewelled crest on his head and the sword und shield
in his hand all fallen down, the hair all blown about and ti2
hands and legs stretched their entire lengths, very likely, I
think Mareecha has been thrown either in the valleys of
Mahendragiri or in the waves of a big ocean. Therefore in
search of him I started and have come to Mahendragiri-
Hore, before me are torrents which, issuing from the glen
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dash against the stones, with the foam and spray going npin

white drops like chamura ; ab the no ise of thg:e torrents, the

lions on either side roar Yo the trembling of the standers by 3

and fn;,lﬂened at this roar, tke elephants in the arbovs let fall

the half chewed lotus-stalks from their mouths and a fragrance

is spread all around. The lions hit the elephants mightily by

their paws, so that blood, mixed with pearls, flows like a

river and reddens the forests. Again, not heing able to-
emdure the hits the elephants cry aloud, and at the noise of
these elephants the bears grow frightened and run shrieking,

go that all the forest resounds with a terrible noise. (Locking
sn front). Ob! here is Mareecha! he appears to have stink

in the sea and got up from there. For he is with a wet

cloth on which the weeds are sticking, hairs on which the
prays are sticking fast and his palms and soles white as
whitenose itself; and here is he mttmg in the valley of
Mahendragiri.

(Embraces v icars.)

Mur.—O boy, what shall I say else ? The noise produced
by Rama’s stringing of his bow, the roar which the arrow
produced on its fall, the noise of exultaticn whiche the
Vidyadharas set up that I was caught by the arrow, the
nofse produced by the fall of the marine animalsin the
Budave fire—all these noises I heard at one and the same
time,

Kar.—Well done, mighty ocean! Truly, by the fear of
the mighty King Ravana you protected his servant Mareecha.

Muy—(In grief.) Karala, what shall Isay? Ravana
hag so far favoured me as to be an ohject of feaf even to the
sea, the arth, the forests and the mountain. But I, on the
&ther hand, indifferent to the defeats of his own people, am ‘
always doing him harm by bringing disgrace on him.

Kur.—Sire, do not eay so. Although that Kshatriya
hoy is strong, we shonld seek his death through sorcery. Iory
if we return without killing him, the Maharaja will not care
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fur us; moveover, the vile sage Kousika will cause that Rama
to obstruct our Maharaja Ravena’ from marrying Sita in the
garb of Rama.” Has not Thataka already told us that our
Maharaja has donned the garbof Rama ?

Mur.—Therefore it is that we should prevent that sage
from coming to his hermitage with Rama and his retinue.

Kur.—Have you thought over a plan to effect that ?

Mar.—!Reflecting a little). Yes, I have.

Kur.—~What be that ?

Mar.~This (Whispers in the ear.)

o Kar.—(Luughing). Your business is easily done. For,
gesing the magic Sita fall iuto the fire at the news of the
death of her father, the real Rama weuld think that the
woman who died was the real Sita and would, for the affec-
tion to her, fall also into the fire. Then would King Dasaratha
grieve for the loss of his son, and Viswaniitra would return
to Ayodhya with him consoling hini. But we should prartice
the sorcery w hen Viswamitra is ahsent.

Mar.—What you say is quite correct, We shall there-
fore go to where Rama and others are. (Both start.)

Kar.—(looking in front.) Look here! Here in Kousika~
teara, four miles from Kousika’s hermitage, King Dasaratha
seems to have encamped. The car horses tied in the camp neigh
often and the wild buffuloes at the noise get ruffled and poke at
the serpent’s holes witl their horns ; and the serpentsin them
throw out their poison and with hieses they wander about
in that Kousikeeteera, Further, at the noise of the fright-
fu! war-drum, the monkeys, losing their heads, dance about ;
and the reeds growing in that Kousikee teera are plucked and
eaten by the elephants in the camp.

Mar.—~Therefore Rama should ac once be taken from
here awag to a distunt place.

(Behind the scenes.)

Owing to the fatigne of the journey the father was

sleeping, and withont taking his permission and without
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telling his younger Lrother who were refreshing themselvgs
somewhere, Rama goes into the forest lonely, in order to
hunt, with the sandals ap His feet and the veapons in his
hand.  As his retinue has also to go along with him I am
now going along,

Kur.—Sire, it 'seems to be Rama’s dear friend Pingala,
a Brahman boy, who is thus bawling aloud.

Mar.—(In joy). 1t is our fortune that this person has
come up now. Karaly, hefore he enters the forest you put on
the disguise of this Pingala and cry aloud that a wild elephant
has caught you; this Rum wonld run up to help you because
of his love to his friend.  Then you better entice him a lng
way into the forest ; 1 shall also put on the guise of Kasyapa,
the dicciple of Viswamitra, and show to his eyes a magic
Sita, suffering for Rama, and accomplish my objeet as I
please. (Eeerrd).

(Herc ends the Interluds;.
Eder Rava widh boie and avrous.

Leira.—When the noise made by my strging the bow
spreads all through the forest, the wild elephants, in their
rage, wail in their majesty ; the lions in their rage, turn
their heads and see; the peacocks dance with their \\’mgs
out stretched ; such sports of hanting have I long been
eujoying. [Further the antelopes, in their fear, stare with
open eyes, 30 that all this forest appears to be filled with the
flower of the hlue-lily ; tha Lunters by, who have no taste for
such things and who canunot enjoy this bliss, are indiffsrent
to them ; but I am eujoying the bliss of the sight of the eyes
of this antelope whose possession young damsels who know
- of their beauty envy. (IWith much anaiely.) It gives much

leasure to these young antelopes staring with their eyes
stretched, in fear, Bat I think these cannot equal in beauty
the looks of Sita, the danghter of the Earth.
(DBehind the scenes.)
Oh, my friend, O, Rama, I fall unjastly.
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Rama—(Iistens and with confusion.) T hear a man cry-
ing out in distress in this uninhabited forest. What is this
wonder ?  ({kintg the bow and arrons in his hand, he comes
round very bravely.)

(Behind the scenss.)
Alas! this wicked wild elephant drags and kills me!

Rtoma—What! it seems to be Pingala crying {comes
rowind very quickly). Alas! alas! IHere isa wild elephant
who, thinking that a big animal is come is dragging to his
den with his big trank my friend Pingala who came to help
me hecause 1 left my friends aud came lonely to the forest.

(Behind the scenes.)

Alas! alas! O, my father, fond of thy boy, I die
unjustly. O, my mother, whom ill furtune attends, did you
bear and rear me to make me a prey to Yama? O my dear
friend, O, Rama, your affection to me has at last ended in
misery to me. .

Rama—(L. pity) Be not alarmed, be not alarmed. I
am come here. (Approuching). O what a harm has come;
the elephant has escaped the flight of the arrow. (S/rings
the low aqain and looks in front). What the elephant is not
to be seen! (Heuving a sigh in anaiely.) Let it be. As the
way which this elephant has gone is full of clear stones with-
out dirt, it 13 difficult to find out the marks of its feet. But
I shall find ont the way it has gone from the row of bees
gatheréd on the rut which has fallen from the cheeks of the
elephant, and I shall go very far that way and bring back my
dear friend DPingala. (Coming round and seeing). Yonder
seems to be a Valley. For, here, siting by the torrent that

flows past the arbour covered by ivy creepers all in bloom
and shaking with the wind, the Karanddva birds sing their
sweet songs ; again, at the sight of the serpents wandering
leisurely out of their holes in the banyan trees, the frightened
deer stare about in confusion, so that it seems that every-
where the blue-lily has flowered. Therefore I think that the
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elephant should be in this Valley itself. Therefore I, shll
gearch on all sides. (Lqoks® round, and witheioy). By good
luck, hqre appears Pingala freed from the grasp of the ele-
phant and lying unconscioud ® '
(Enter Karavra lying unconscious in the gusse of Pingala,
on a stone pavement).

Rama—(Approaching). Friend, take heart, take heart,
(Fans with the ends of his cloth.) By seeing ybu lying thus*
on the earthin torment my heart burns with grief, and
illusion overpowers me, so that I do not know what to do.

Kur.—(To himself). What is good to Ravana. (dleud,
opening his eyes « litlle).  Is it my friend, Rama ?

Rama—Yes.

Kur.—(Coming to limself.) With a desire to witness the
sport of your hunt 1 came along, and in the way I was
caught by a wild elephant.  And thenI heard a lion’s roar
l1ls the noise of your majestic bow-string. This is all that
I know. As I then became unconscious, I dgnot know®vhat
happened to the elephant and what condition I was in.

,  Rama—1 thevefore think that by good luck you were
dropped from the trunk of the elephant who grew frighened
at the lion’s roar,

Kar—You also refresh here a little from the fatigue of
the hunt. For this region is green with the groves thick
with trees; in front there flows a river full of beautiful
lotus-Hlowers ; a cool wind blows laden with fragrance; and
the young cuckoos sing their sweet and lovely tunes.

Kama—True, this spot is very lovely. Therefore we'
shall be sitting here till our retinue comes up.

Kar.—(T'o himselt.) Say till Mareecha comes. (Aloud)
res, let that he so. * .

Rama—By good luck I see you well. Friend, without
rou, my joy in marrying the dear daughter of Janaka would
1ave been marred. But more than that my heart will break
vith insufferable grief at your death. a

&
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Kar—(To himsel{) What! this Raghu boy has already
known that he'is to marry Janaki (alond.) Friend do not say
0. If you do not marry Sitp . for grief at my loss,/she will
not be alive also. .
Rama—{In anwlety.) 1Isit[trae, my friend, what you
tc1d me that Kasyapa said, viz, that since Cupid showed me
lo Janaki in her dream, she has been much enamoured of
me and is lying down in a bed of tender leaves, not heing alie
to beav the distress and retains lLer life only through the
consol=tory words of her friends ?
C Kar.—(4s if not Lislening.  To himself ) What " Marce-
cha is not come yet.  (Ileflects),
Bama—(Again asks.) s it trae that Kasvapa told you
thus?
Rur.—Who is Kasyapa ?
Raine—What, have you forgoiten? IHim whom ypu
yourself deseribad as the disciple of Konsika?
Rar.—(Trémbling in fear; To limseli')  Alas ! T am be-
trayed! As I was thinking of Mareccha, T ¢ iestioned him
irrelgrantly.  Dat let that be. (/ond)) How may he be'
forgotten? but through thinking of being caught by the
wild clephant, I forgot myself. What ! will Kasyapa’s words
also turn untrue ¥ Listen {o what he sajd :(—* Although she
(Sita) has a Led of swan’s” feathers she is Iving on a hed of
fiesh tender leaves; thongh she has golden hracelets, she
Wwears only-a bracelet of lotus-stalks; though she has music
to hear, she gratifies hevself by hearing stoiies about you ;
what shall Isay? Sita has been led to (his pass by you
Rama,”
¢ Ttama—(To limself) It is for mo that that lovely woman®
endures all this ? (Aloud) My {riend, cease thy jest.
Kar.—(To himself.) His intentions are all favorable to my
husinesz. Therefore I shall say thus. (Aloud.) Do you not
have faith even in my words? I shall now tell you her
situation, She does not bathe, she does not rub  sandal on
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hor, does not wear flowers on, her hair,has no mind for sport,
cures nqt for the jests of her companions ; bt with her lotus-
like facd buried in her hand gip sheds tears trom her eyes and
with her lips parched up by the sighs she wakes up in hev
Led all for thivking on you,

Reoma—(Ty hunself ) This word of my dear friend sets
my heart on fire for love as the moon ruffles the gea at twilighte

Nar.—~Kasyapa said anotlier thing also.

Rana—What is that ?

Kur.—In the evenings, when the wind blows with the
fragrance of sprouting Numwwa flowers, this girl gets tor-
mented and passes the whole of the moon-lit nizht deevming
that she is embracing you.

Rama— Witk hair on end. To himself.) By my hearing
of that tender girl’s thonght of my ,embrace, my mind,
alveady troubled by love, breaks suddenly. So much so, that
now by an opening in my wmind, my sense of shame and my
courage escape; and love and fever entel in which never
entered hefore,

Kar.—~Triend, why are you mute ?

Rama—(Plucking up courage, aloud.) What is the use of
this narrative of the girl?

Kar.—(Laughing).  You first questioned me about the
story of this handsore-limbed girl ; in the middls one could
hear from the suggestion of your hairs standing on end that
you were in love ; why do you at last evade me now? Who
is there in the world who is not subdued by the flower-
armed love ?

Rama.—(Tolimself, in shame). What! he has found oun
my fondness. O aleursed heart! Why do you betray me ?
For now my m'nd is in a turmoil of joy and wonder, griet
and desire, fear and shame, at hearing that that girl, with a
bewitching loveliness as of Cupid is enduring undescribablo
distress (on my account) although she has not appeared fo
me either in my dream or in my waking state. (dloud.).
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My friend, is there anythingaghaj you too cannot know? I

put her off as bein'y inaccessible to mé. )
Kar—!To himself.) I havesomewhat fastened I’is love

for her. (Aloud) What sort of anxiety .is yours? Sage

“Kousika himself has set about accomplishing this purpose.
Bama—(To himself.) Does Pingala tell a likely thing ?
(4loud.) Trieud, how did you know it,
Kar—{%0 Jimself.) How may 1 not know it? (4 loud.)
Everything was told by Kasyapa himself.
(Behind the scenes.)

Friend, bring the lotus-stalks.
Karo—(To limself). What! Has Mareecha begun the
practice of his sorcery ?
(Enter Mareecna under cover of Lis sorcery).

Mar.—I have created by my witch-craft a Sita as she
is and her attendants as they are as also their several acts
as they really ave; but I have set up in reality this fire into
which Sita might fall on heaving of the desth of her father
and into which Rama will enter on seeing her fall. There-
fore 1 should now eay that the killing of Thataka is avenged
and the desires of the lord of Lanka are accomplished. (Looking
around). Here, under this Palula tree, 1 see Rama led by
Karala who is in the guise of Pingala.

EBama—Thus said Kasyapa to me: “The noble sage
Kousika has come to invite you for the sacrifice.”’

Mar—~(In doubt, to limselr). May this be Kasyapa?
For this other called the other “ You, Kasyapa,” What is
his object in putting on the guise of Pingala? Therefore
under cover of tkis plantain grove that #.ands near, I skal]
learn the news slowly, (Hides limself).

Kay.—("o himself). This man certainly thinks that it
wag'cnly to invite him to the sacrifice that Kousika came
(dloud). TFriend, do not say so, This is only a pretence of
sage Kousika, |
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Mur —(With fear after hearipg). O cnrse! As this bby
demurred to saying Kasyapa) itfs clear that Kasyapa has put
on the flisguise of Pingala. As He said that Kousika, has
corme under a faint, it appeafthat Kousika has played this
trick in order to betray me who am to elude Ramain the
disguise of Kasyapa.

(Behind the seenes.)

Dear {riend, I have bronght the lotus-stalks,

Ruma—TI hear a conversation to the south, Whose speech
may it be?

Kar.—(Looking all vound, to himself). 1 do nct yvet,see
Mareecha in the disguise of Kasyapa. Therefore I think that
all this.is not sorcery, (4loud). As theso are forests, the
nymphs may be sporting.

Muar.—WHe is surely Kasyapa. For, if otherwise, with
the knowledge of my witch-craft, he wonld not but describe
asethe “attendants of Janaki” (Refleeting). My heart burng
to think where Karala is gone. Or it may be that undar the
orders of Kousika, Lakshmana has certainly killed Katla
who put on the disguise of Pingala. et it be; I shall
‘control these two, Rama and Kasyapa, by my witch-graft,
That is the way to be avenged on the death of Subahn and
Karala.

Ramae—TFriend, we shall hide ourselves quietly amon
the branches of trees in this arbour and shall watch what
takes place. (Gets up with the bow and arrows in his hand).

Kur-—Yes. (Follows.)

Mar.—This lovely Rama with the bow and arrows in
his lotus-like hand, is at the same time a joy and a fear to

,me, like a young snake emitting poison, But let that be.
I ghall display to hitn thus. (Reflects).

Rama—(Looks in front; in surprise). Here, on thig bed
of tender leaves, lie in dust the paste of sandal mixed with
Kuskus; on its borders are drops of collyrium dissolved by
tears ; close Ly lie withered garlands and bracelets of
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lotus-stalks; who may she be who strolled on this lovely

bed ? . I _
Kur.—This must have been left by some womgn in the

distress of love who must have gone shy on hearing )hs talk.

‘ (Behind the scenes.) -

Friend, tie lotns-stalks to her breasts. Ior, the fever

on her hady is insufferable.
Rwma—DPear friend, what you thonght was right.

Kur.—To limsell) What! Is Marcecha practisiryg
sorcery,, hiding somewhere ? Otherwise, is this a reality ? Let
it be. I shall see. (dloud) Tiet us move a little forward.

*Ram«—We shall do so.  (Coming forward and looling
pomnd ) Tlere, in front, with her breasts covered with a red
cloth, and looking like a sprouting Asolu creeper, comes a
woman halding in her hand the lotus-stalks which are as
white as the fresh ivery plucked from an clephant in rut.

Kar—{To Limself in anxiely.) Mareecha is not {o be
seen ‘}'Pt ; yes, I think, on reflection, that, knowing that Jio
was coming in thie disguise of Kasyapa, Kousika has caused
Lakshmana to kill him.  TLet it be. This is no time for grief,
(Aloud.) Friend, what use is it to us to look at another’s wife ?
Our {olk will come seeking us. Therefore let us go to another

P

place.
Mar,—(In anziety.) Surely, this is Kasyapa. Tor, lie

persuades Rama from Joving Sita. Tet it be. 1 shall drag
Lis mind and that of Rama. (Reflecis.)

Rama—TFriend, look, look ! Here, in front is a small hill
where we may sport. On its fringes are golden plantain trees
growing beautifully. In the valley below runs a viver: there
are in it red lotus-flowers all in bloom; near this river is an
grbour ; and in ordet to gather honey frqm the opened and
unopened buds of the mango trees in that arbour the bees
are humming about in swarms; to hear it is pleasant to tle
ear, It is here that that woman brings the lotus-stalks.

Kor ~This place is finely situated. I shall go and see
this. (Returns),
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Mur—(With prile.) O Kasyapa, you are undone ! dlere
is Mareecha !

,\’ (Beh z'nrl)ljle scenes.)

Friend, 1 have applied lotus-stalks to her. Spriukle
sandal mixed with RKushus. ’

Kar.—(To himself.) How pleasing is the talk of these
voung damsels! Let me go near and see.  But yhat after all
mgy we gain by seeing? When L am soivy for the loss of
Marescha who would teach sorcery to all Rak-hasas how may
I'see all these things?  (Alowd) Triend, look, look ! there

is ¢ne who seems to talk.  Who is that ?

Pineala, all these givls

)

are of the same age and are of the same beauty. Who are

Ruina—(Gors near and looks)

these ?
(Lnler Srra in smayie, Iying on a led of leaves,
il her compatinns).
" Fird com.—Friend, fan Ler with the lotus-leaf.

Sec. com —Dauh her hreasts with sandal.”

Karo—(Too%ing. Mo kimse'r) Whois this who in the
form of Sita with uncommon leaunty suffers the pangs of
love * [ think that this is Maveecha’s magic art. But 1
shall see by and Ly, (Mol These handsome women ave
celestial damsels or Naga prine-s«es or hey are tiie embodi-
meunts of Cupid’s victorious standards,

Rama—(With surprise).  Iriend, look here in the midst
of them. TIs that a streak of lightning, which, separated
from the cloud by a wind from the sky, has taken a body and
now sleeps on a Led of tender leaves, or, is it Rati (the wife
of Cupid) who, seeing that her lord had sacrificed himself in
thh fire of Siva’s anger, passes hev moments with limbs
shrivelled through separation from her locd ? |

Kar.—Tviend, [ am seeing. Her tender, withered frame ;
Jer eyes, staring in fear; two cheeks pale asa ripe lotus-
stall ; and her hanging breasts show that Cupid has shown
the extent of his prowess in her. -
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Mar.—(With joy) Now  Kasyaps has allowed this
Kshatriya lad, Ramu, to fall into ¢he snares of Mareecha’s
sorcery. Though Lakshmana might have killed karala I
shall goon Tevenge my self by killing these two persons.
(Bedlects again.)

Rama—Here is another strange thing. Here is a Surika

- bird which dges not drink of the curd in the vessel in front ;
here is a pet parrot sleeping away without eating the seeds
of the pomegranate; here is a swan that keeps away from
eating of the lotus-roots that lie near; it appears that even
thé birds are grieving at the doleful plight.

Kar.—(To himself) 1 have now understood that (all
this) is the practice of Mareecha’s sorcery.

Alod—Friend, from the nearness to the hermitage of
sage Kousika, it may be that this girl is Janaki,

Rama—(To limself) Tt is very likely. That such is
the condition of that girl was told by Kasyapa. (Aloud.) *Be
done with thy~impertinent talk.

Euter Kasyara,

. JXas.—I have cansed Pingala to lead the high and noble
Rama into loving Sita, the daughter of the king of the
Videhas; and I have, in a way, executed the orders of my
preceptor, Viswamitra, who pretends to have nothing to do
with any affair, (Reflecling.) I have no news of Rama who
went to hunt ; Pingala who went in search of him has been
missed by me. Baut, let it be ; I shall enter into and search
this mango grove which 1 have not entered before. (Comes
round).

Kur.—(With joy at sight of Kasyapa ; lo himself.) 'Lhis
i3 certainly Mareecha in the disgnise of Kasyapa come o
tempt Rama. (dloud.) Friend, how is my story irrelevant ?
Here comes Kasyapa who knows the news of Sita, 1 shall
bring him to you. (Ewif).

Rama—(Heaving a deep sigh.) My mind is confused
and knows not itself to think whether or not the disciple of
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Kousika will tell me of the papgs of love whicly the daughter
of the Barth endures throdgh the torments of' Cupid.

Merd-How is it that Kasyapa, who is disguised a8
Pingala, has ieft Rama and gone to a distance ? I shall there-
fore put on the guise of Kasyapa as designed and gradually
execute the purpose. (Contemplutes).

Sita— By this cooling treat, my burning hagnot left me.
Canm the blue-hly have comfort during the day by the water
of the clouds ?  (Weeps).

Rima—Oh! What is this? The voice proceeding from
the throat of this antelope-eyed girl is like the echo of the
tune of the Veena and is soft and sweet like fresh flowing
honey ; for on hearing it my mind feels intoxicated as by
drinking arrack.

Fnter Mareecna i the disquise of Kasvara.

Mur—1 shall now approach (iam). (To himself.) As
Kasyapa, who is in the guise of Pingala, has gone, I shall
influence Rama by fraud.  (Thinks and comes Bund,)

Rama—What, the voice is barmonious to the form,
And the wealth of form is inaccord with that too. For, $he
brows of this antelope-eved girl defeat in beauty a row of
bees ; the beauty of hier quaking eyes makes Cupid’s weapons
a waste; the sight of her sweiling Dreasts makes one dis-
satisfied with a golden lotus-bud; Ithink sheis a magicul
creation of Cupid to charm the world with.

Mar.—(In laughter, to limself.) You ought to say
“created by Mareecha.”

Ruma—{Looking ) Here comes Kasyapa. My heart is
ashamed to see him. {Custs his fuce down.)

®  Mar— o himselff) This is that Kshatriya lad who has
become ginfal by the killing of Thataka. With a haughtiness
concealed uuder a really mighty prowess he appears to be an
&, carnation of unassailable wight; but to re, this Rama;
with his eyes eprinkling drops of honey, dazzles my eyes by
Lis benuty, ag a man of sore-eyes feels dazzled ata burning
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light. Whene therefcre elindle ] pnke Lim enter le fire?
(AMoud | approncting ) May Viesory attend the ‘J’.y Rama-
bhadia, ¢

Rama—(Rutsing his fuce) What! Kasyapa too!

Mur—(In fear fo himselfa What, has my wicked act
been known by him ? (Thinking.) That is unlikely. Dut
I think he wight take me for the real Kasyapa and ask me
why T shoulgl lewve off the gnise of Pingala and take my feal
form.  But let that be.  ((Hond) T am the real Kasyapa.

¢ Rwni=-(To Wimself). Suarely, he must have been seen
by Pingala. For by this word, T undevstand that thisis
Joanaki.  (Aloud ) Ts this Sita herself ?

Maro—""To himeelf')  The person in the disgnise of Pingla
is not K:I.F.\‘:l[)ﬂ. That is why he did not say *if thou art not a
fraud, where is Pingala?”  (Mloud ) 'This is Sita herself.

Rama—(Tu joy, to himself.) O my heart, thou art blegsed,
thon att hlessed (4lowd.) Iriend, then did Pingala tell the
truth of her 2™

Mar.—(Ta Iiwsclf).  Yes he is the real Pingala. It is
cerbain that Karala was killed by Lakshmana. What sh&ll
1 do hereafter ? (.tlond.) \Where is Pingala gone?

Ruma—(To himself ) Surely he hasnot talked with him,
How is that 7 (Alod)  He came to receive you. What!
was he caught by the wild elephant as hefore?

Maz—(Lu juy to himself.y It was Karala himself who
took up the form of Pingula. I was needlessly under con-
fusion. (Alowl) Nothing is known of his coming into this
mango forest.  (Meditales).

Kus.— (Lovking {o a liffle distance in front.) What! Js
it Janaki that is lying there on a bed 8f tender leaves and is
being vefreshed Ly a few companions to ward off the pangs of
love? How can this be? She is in Kousika’s hermitage at
a distance of 4 milea. She must be another woman like hers
(Sees beldnd,y and 1o fear.) Alas!alas! here in a big pit under
o big stone a fire is kindled with dried fucl and is glowing
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with embers. It appears it has been kindled thay the girl, not
being able to endure the *pangs of separation, may fall into
it and dig  Let it be; I shalle sit hLidden in the branches of
this tree and see avhat takes place tlil Rama or Pingala
turns up, (Sils looking.)

uter PinGava.

Ping—Where shall I see my loving Raa, who has
gone a bunting ?

(I'n joy, after looking on all sides)  As T came in search of
Rama passing through forest after forest by way of the drdps
of blood issuing from the boars, the tigers, the bears and wulves
and other animals torn by the shafts of Rama, I have furtu-
nately come in sight of Kasyapa. Therefore friend Rama
should be here only. Will the gentle wind blow when it is
not Vasants 7 Tortunately, by the side of Kasyapa himself
stantls Rama, green as the grass, under the mango tree, with
the quiver on his shoulder and the Low andgarrows in®his
hand.  (Comes near.)

o Mar.—(Seeing, and witlan fimsdil)  Ilere comes Karala
in the guise of Pingala. (Aloud) Friend, here coles
Pingala.

Rame—(Twokivg.)  Oh, wy friend, I just think that
whal you say is probable.

Ping.—(To Mimself) What! what 1s this! my friend
adresses me so suddenly ! (dloud.) 1 do not understand
anything of what you say.

Murc—(Eabracing Pixcala, awd astde)  Karala, vou
have come back safe, by good luck, I am very pleased. Ior,
tifl now, I was deeply aiisiressed to think that Kasyapa had
assumed the guise of Pingala and that you had been killed
by Lakshmana.

o  Ding.—tlaughing, {o kimself) What, even Kasyapa iz
raving. Friend, please repeat what yon said.

(Marercna is stlent through fear).
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Ramg—=Friend Pingala, listen ! Ishall speak about this
girl who is before us.  (Makes signs with his brow).

Ping.—(To Limself.) What! Janaki seems to be in
suffering here ! Refreshed and comtforted by her attendants,
she appears in the middle of thesgrove lying ona bed of
tender leaves. That is why Rama reminded me that I said that
she was being so tormented. (I¢flecting.) How can this be?
Sita is in Kousika's hermitage about four miles away. (Looking
with surprise).

Mar.—(To himself) This is not Karala; he is the real
Pirgala: Alas! alas! In anxiety about child Karala, [ made
many surmises. They have all become right now, May not
Karala, who had put on the guise of Pinzala, have gone
somewkere? Let it be. Thisis not the time to feel sorrow
forit, 1In orderto entice Rama through sorcery I should
finish the business I have begun. (dloud.) Here, look at
this girl crying. ’

’ Rama—"Tes, T am looking. Iseeher. At thesight of
tears flowing from the bewitching eyes of this girl, I think
it ig honey flowing from the lotus of her eyes and nectar
flowing from her moonlike face. At sight of this, my heart
breaks.

Mur—(Reflects).

Attendant—Just as the blue lily rejoices at the embrace
of the Moon's rays, so shall Sita rejoice when in the embraces
of Ramachandra on whom her thoughts are set.

Rama—This sweet word of Sita's attendant bristles the
hairs all over my body, asthe Kadamba tree blossoms as soon
as fresh showers fall,

Ping.—(Reflecting, and to himeself), This is not Kasyapa.
In order to avenge the death of Thataka, some Rakshasa or
other, provoked at him, is practising sorcery, I think, to
deceive him by making the form of a Janaki appear unto his.
eyes. For at first be spoke something irrelevantly and when
T agked him to repeat he kept quiet, but is staring round
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like a thief. {A4lotd). My friend Rama, this is not Jauakis
nor are they her attendantsavho are near her, This is unlikely
to hapgen in this forest.’ I think all this if sorcery.

Rema—(To himself.) Wihat! he speaks inconsistently.
He said this was Jarmkl auod left me saying he would bring
Kasyapa who knew news of her ; but now he says this way.
How can Janaki and her retinue be an illusion ? (Adoud.)
Kasyapa, did you hear what Pingala said ?

Mar.—(4swde to Rama.) I thiok that a wioked Rakshaea
has come here in the guise of Pingala with a view to entice
you away to some other place to kill you who killed Thataka.

Rama—What you said is right; if the real Pingala ig
come here, what will become of this person ?

Mar.—The fate that overtook Thataka and Subghu.

Rama—7Yes, that is so.

Ping.—(To himselfy My friend listens to whatever this
feMow says, taking him for the real Kasyapa. (d4loud)
Friend, what does he say of me ? I see you arg listening %o it.

Rama— (Twilching the bow.) What ! though a Rakshasa,
Fou come to interrupt me.

Ping.—(To himself, in fear and with anwiety.) He has
taken me not only for a stranger, but for a Rakshasa. This
Rakshasa who has put on the guise of Kasyapa has whispered
something into the ears of Rama and, alas! has spoiled me,
(Aloud.) Friend, just consider who this person is. (Is stlent
through grief’)

Mar.— (Feigns meditation.)

Sita.—This is impossible for me who am unlucky.

Rama—1Is my embrace inaccessible to you, pessessed of
wreaats like golden Igtuses, if you will only cast on my love-
burnt soul your gracious glances which humble the pride of
the lctus ?

Mar.~i(To himself.) His love to this Sita is steady;
therefore there is no dombt that my design will sugeged,

5 B
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(4ioud). Friend it is necessary that youshould gratify the
desires of Janaki. :

Ruma—Friend, listen to me, 'Chis woman whom I saw
in the forest (in surprise) —She happennd to be my ,,!be)oved
Janaki; the fire of her love, (with joy and Jlove) has risen on
account of me ; the allaying thereof (with hairs on end )1 bear
can be only through my embrace ; but, because we have not

married, I dread to embrace her.

Mar.—(Feigns meditation),

41‘wther attendunt—Triend, how can that be impossible
for ‘von? Sage Kousika will soon bring your dear lord !

Rama—1 heard this news already through Pingala,

Ping—What! this illusion coincides with the truth !

Mar.~Friend, did you hear what this man said ?

Rama—Kasyapa should hear what he said.

Kasyapa—DReally, Janaki’s friends are talking thus.

Ping.—I, however, have not the least faith,

wfar.—(Feigns meditalion).

First aitendant —Friend, let this be; is ghe not sorry that
Ravana aspives to her hand ?

‘Kas.—As Ravana has not gone to King Janaka to
entreat ber hand, this must be a lie.

Rama—1It is unbelievable that Ravana also entreats her
hand.

Ping.—(To himself). This is not right: I should not
tell this to my: friend; for, he also thinks that I am a
Rakshasa. (4loud). Friend, reflect deeply about this girl,

Rama—(Pretending mot to listen). It is incredible that
Ravana also entreats her hand.

Mar.—What barm is there ? Though one is indepens,
dent, it is but natural that he may at times he dependent

| Sita—(Shedding tears). Alas! Is Ravana also ‘wishing
to wed me? Although my fatber may marry me to him I
#hall drink poison or fall into the five,
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Rama—(With joy and pity). All her desires are centfed
in me. They are not pluced on any other,, Therefore she
has pmy:haned my mind for love. (its looking at her).

Koy —(Looking at Kardle and with joy). Here comes
Pingala before mb. Have you found Rama who went to
hunt ?

Kar.—Not only did I find Rama, As desired by yor
I have enticed him from one forest into this fo'rest; but as I
did not see you for a time I feared you becamea prey to the
arrows of Lakshmana set up by Kousika, and I cannot say
how my mind felt,

Kas.—(Reflecting, and to himself). What! who is this?
He is one of the enemies of Lakshmana who has put on the
guise of Pingala and thinks that I am also of his party. Ah!
who is this who has put on my appearance? Let it be. I
shall find out the truth, (dloud.) Where is Rama now ?

Kar.—(To himself.) As his thoughts are all on Rama I
think he does not think about me. (4loud )* Here is Rama
standing under a tree and looking at Sita.

Kus.—Do you know that the woman here is Sita ?

Kar,—(Laughing.) Although I said she was the real
Sita, [ knew it was only your sorcery. Do 1 not know that
you, the son of Thataka have more sorcery in you than
Samban, Indrajit, Vidyutjihwa and Maya ?

Kus.—(In fear, to himself.) This person may. be a
Rakshasa servant of Mareecha ; it now appears that Mareecha
has assumed my shape and practises sorcery ; Alas! What
shall Ido? This Rakshasa will kill me! will a deer escape
the clutches of a tiger?  (Swoons at the thought).

Kar.—Take heart; be of good cheer; cesse weeping
for mother Thataka j if you should grieve at the thought of
the prowess of Rama, cease that also (Comforts.)

Kas.~-(Comes lo sense, gels up and folds his hands). O
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Relltahass, I amh rict Mareecha; I bow to'you. If yoin will
pity me, your fpuge will live long. .

Kar.—(With much grief). 1 feared and suspeced that
sotne injury has occasioned ‘{o Mareecha ; That Kas now
“become cleared. 1s this not a Brahman‘boy ? I thought
this was Mareecha and told many things unte him,

Alas Mareecha! alas! you who were the guide to the
practice of any amount of sorcery, what is the use of weepihg
now. (With unger aid pride) O you fellow who ecame from
the womb of Sumitra, (Lesleciing) how can my desire for
revenge affect him ? Like Rama, Lakshmana is also powerful
and cannot be seen by the eyes. Therefore 1 shall avenge
Marsecha’s death even by Kiling him. (Begins lo break the
neck of Basyapa. Kasyapa escapes and runs to the tree where
Rama stands. Karala pursues him.)

Kas.—A stroug Rakshasa servant of Mareecha is pursu-
ing me hot with intent to kill me; Rama help me, help me.

“Rama—K:.synpa seems to be weeping. Friend, do not
fear, do not fear. (Approaches).

Muor—Rama, I Kasyapa am standing near you. See who
is crying here.

Kar.—(Running past Kosyapa.) Alas! this Rakshasa
comes to beat me (Emiraces Kama).

Rama—(Looking at Marcecha) Friend, is this not
Pingala ?

Mar.—(In joy, to himself). This is Karals pursued ly
Kasyapa.” (4loud). Friend, see here is Mareecha who has
atsumed my shape.

" Kas.—Rama, this is Mareecha who, in my shape, stands
near you and practises sorcery and enthants you with an’
illusory Bita. _ .

. Kar.—(In joy, to himself). By good luck, here is
Mareecha alive and in the guise of Kasyapa. (4loud). Who
¥ hero with head bent down in the shape of myseif ¥
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- Mar.—My friend Rama hos ajrendy taken thiz feMow
for a Rakshasa. .

ng (dpproachifg Kasyapa). Friénd Kasyapa, thia
Mareec.ha who has assumed,your shape called me Karala in
secreb, Thereforp this muat;)%e Karala who embraces Rama.

Rama—How does this person say that Kasyapa is
Marcecha, that Sita and her attendants are a delusion, and
that Pingala is Karala. Here are two Pingalas and herd
rgain are two Kasyapas. Two of them are my fyiends and two
are Rakshasas. A wonder!

Kar and Mar.—(Pointing lo Pingala and Kasygpa):
Friend, these two are Rakshasas. Make haste to kill them.
(Rama, in anger, strings the arvow to kis Low).

Kas.—Tviend, know that this is Mareecha’s witcheraft.
Think before you act.

Rama—(To Limself). What is this? A little wrath
rises in my mind at the sight of those whom I thinl: my
friends ; but I fzel pity at those whom T comsider Rakshasas
and wish to make a ptey to my arrows. (Stands pondering).

Mar—Why should he hestitate to let go his grrows
against these two? Let it be.  (Reflecls).

Firsl attendant—(Throws aside the curtasn and comes in
post hasle). Alas! we are in danger !

All—(In confusion). Dear friend, what is the news ? say,
what danger ?

Sila—(Gets up from bed in serrow). Whatis ity tell me!
My heart is plucked by its roots.

Attend.— Alas! we are undone! how may I tell tﬁe
unpleasant news ?

All—What is the unpleasant news, eay. We shall hear
that ang do the needful,

Att.—What shall Ieay! (Sheds fears) King Janaka
has said he would nof give his daughter to Ravaua in
marriage.
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All—(In sorrow), What harm did Ravana do to father ?

Ait.—(Unqble to speak in grief). He is coming to kill
Janaka and take his head and carry ‘you also. ¢

Sita—Alas! What shall L&o? (Runs in confugon).

. Atiendanis—Alas! We are undons! What shall we do?
{(Run afler Sita). .
Rama—(dpproaching in haste). Janaki, do not fear that
“Ravana will Larry vou; 1 have strung this arrow to my bow
to kill these tyvo Rakshasas. ’

Kar —(dside to Mareecha, in fenr). Alag! T do not
kuaw what this Kshatriya boy will do. What shall be done
now ?

Mur.—(Aside). Rama spoke thus in refrence to these
Brahman boys.

Rama—With that arrow I shall now kill Ravana who
siew Janaka, the King of the Videhas.

Nas.—What: likelihood is there of the defeat of the King
of tife Videhas? For, Ravana shrinks from ssking for the
hand of the danghter of the king of the Vid-has, because he
is his friend ; while so, how dare he do this act ?

*Kur—(Aside o Mareeeha). This Brahman boy who
always speaks against us shéuld first be killed.

Mar. Tet this be. Look here! When Indra fought
with Ravana, he goaded his elephant with his Vajra and his
palm to rush against Ravana, but it would not do so, but ran
from the field of battle ; and Ravana pulled it by its hanging
tail when the Devas felt their pride wounded and fled from
the field of battle. Who can quell this Rama who thinks it
light to kill such a powerful Ravana ? Alas! I should think
we are all undone. .

Fing.—What doubt is there ? (Kurala and Mareecha look
at each other's fuce in fear). :

Ping.~By Kasyapa’s word.

Mar.—(4loud). Friend, make haste to kill these two
Rakshagas.  (Reflects).
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Kas.—Friend, all this is Mareecha’s witcheralt ; tlgnk
before you act.

Srta-—By getting wp fhis big stone and Talling into that
fire cmu=ed by the branches of the trecs striking against cne
nnothe: ['shall give the quletus to the grief caused by the
danger to my father and to the torment of love produced by
my desire for that noble personage, Rama. (Buit.)

Ting. and Kas.—(To themselves). Theso appear to be
the sorcery of Mareecha. (dloud). Friendall this is the
witcheraft of Mareecha; what you do, do aftereconsideration.

Ruma—What is here to consider? The words which in
her affection for mo were spoken by Janaki as she weft to
fall into the fire do break my heart.

Kar.—Friend; let this fellow prattle about the practice
of sorcery. These two are Rakshasas. Therefore, prepare to
Lill them, my friend.

Attendants—I'viend Janaki, the gn ief caused Dy the
mlshap to our father King Janaka, is common to us all., How
then did you depart at first? Be pleased”to direct us to
follow you; otherwise the grief of your separation cannot be
allayed. Alas! alas!! Janaki has fallen into the fire! Alag !
O dear unto the attendants, an guspicious light to the Royal
family of the Videhas! What good is there in weeping ; our
grief cannot end by this, Therefore we shall also go and fall
into the fire in which Sita is burning. (Ezeunt.)

Rama—(With drawing his arrow). Alas! alas!! Broken
abruptly is the tree of my desires; gone is the ornament
of the Earth ; gone is the fame of the creator of the Universe
gone also is the bliss to the eyes of all created beings; and
quelled is the pride of Caupid who would conquer all the,
‘Worlds ; for, Janaki has fallen into the fire through grief for
the losseof her father.

Mar—(To himselfy. 1 shall kindle the fire of his grief.
(Aloud). Alas! Janaki has fallen into the fire! Alas! born
in the sacrifice of the Devas! born in the family of Videhas!
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possessed of beauty praised by the three worlds! loving your
life in Rama ! If you too should come to this, what may I say
of the power of fite? (Fainis).

Kar.—(To Mareecha). Kefyapa, take heart, take heart.

Rama —What, Kosyapa himself has first fainted.  (With
excessive girief).  Shall I fall down from the mountain, or fall
Into the sea, or shall I cast my body in broken pieces or shall
I swallow the"poison 7 .

Kar.—(To hemselfs.  Oh, Kshatriya boy, ask Thataka or
Subahu what to do.  (Aloud, lo Mareccha). Kasyapa, what is
ourtgo?

Mar.—(Gets up). That which happens to our friend.

Rama—Or shall I fail into the fire after the daugbter of
the king %f the Videhas?

Mar.—(To hiwsels). That shall you do. All my
endeavours are for that. (Aloud., Friend, this will not
suffise for the heaviness of her love to you.

Rama—How else will the torment of my soul ceace ?

I‘mq and Kas.—{Aside.) A wonder!a wonder!! Thla
fraud of these two Ral\sha.sas is indeed surprising, for tlxey
have made Rama distrust uf also. (They grieve).

Rama—{With grief and wonder.) My friend, I cannot
brook to see that that handsome Janaki, lean as thenew moon,
who gave one joy lying on the bed of tender leaves and
attended by her companions should come to this pass. There-
fore I shall get up this black sword-like stone and do my
pleasure. (Places the leg-on the stone).

Ping. and Kas.—(4side.) Alas! the Rakshasn has cheated
us ¢ what shall be done now ? Who willvrelate this to fathet
Kousika, who may relieve us from danger. (They sland
dooking).

Mar—(To himself) Ah! my desires are fulfilled (Is
beside himself for joy.) (Aloud.) In order to follow Sita, this
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Rama, wicked for killing Thataka, places his foot on the
etone ; look at it Karala,

Ioyy —(Twitches 1if brow and makes *a roar)) No, no.
(Shakes Jiis head and malkes gign). *

(Pingalasclaps Kasyapa’s hand and luughs).

Kas.—Frignd, did you hear the words of your Kasyapa.

Rama—(In suspicion) Why does he speak in this manner_
(Looks behind). . .

Mar—(Aside to Karala). Alas, from my acewrsed mouth,
a8 I was in exultation, these words fell. What shall we do
hereafter, Karala ?

Kar.—What else is there to do? We shall fy with the
gpeed of the deer.

(Belind, the scenes),
Victory, victory to child Rawmabhadra, victory, victory !
(Al look in wonder).”

Kar. and Mar.—(dside). That stone on which this man
placed his leg in order to follow Sita who fell into the fire
has now become transformed into the. wife of a sage with
peks black as the clouds, with the tress of bark in her \.vaist
mnd with big breasts. How is this?  (Lhey think).

ftama—Who is this that calls me like my mother
Kousalya ?

(Enter a SAGE’S WIFK),

Rage’s wife—Oh you ornament of Manu’s race, know me
or Ahalya, who long suffered hardship being turned into a
tonie by the curse of my provoked linsband, and who am
nade pure by the dust of your lotus-like feet.

Ramag—(Tlo himself), The revered Kousika has often
#ld me ubout her, (loud). Madam, I am the son of Dasa-
ratha. [ am Rama and bow to you.

Sage’s wife—Long live, my child!

“Ping. and Kas.—(Approaching). Madam, mother of
Satapanda, we two bow to you, ,
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Alal.—My children, may your desired be fulfilled !

Ruma—Madam, who are theee ?

A/wl——'[lwy‘ are Pingala :md.[\'nsyapa. But %his is
Muareecha and this is Kwala; ahd by their screary you were
deluded. (Poinis with her hand).

(Karale and Marescha are terrified and btgin to run
tn the quise of the deer).

Ahal.—Rama, my child, these two have become deer amd
are flying, kill them with thy arrow,

oBama—(In anger). Oh you wicked Rakshasas, where
do you run, Stop! (Ezeunt).

Ping. and Kas.—Madam, the revered wife of sage
Goutamaewho has known the truth of the world through
unalloyed knowledge and who has long been a guru, by good
lack have you attained your own form; by good luck, at
your words Rama lhas gone to kill these demons; by good
luck *have we got back ouv lives: when fate is favorable to
the universe, it does good to it.

Ahal.—You spoke right  ((foing a little 4n front.) Look,
here, my childien! Strung by the hand of Kousalya’s son,
his bow grew round like a circle and roaring from it darted
the arrows which pierced the necki.of Karala ; and as he fell
he lost the form of the deer and there appears slowly the
body of a Rakshasa like unto a palm burning with jungle
fire; and at its sight the gods in the heavens are rejoicing.
Further, as Mareecha has disappeared from sight through
she power of his sorcery, child Rama is returning with the
swrrow strang on his bow.

(Eunter RaMa will arrow strung on Lis bow).
BRama—Madam, by good luck, we were blessedeby your
'everence.

Ahal—Child, thou delight of Kousalya, with my sing
b!O“'ﬂ away by the dust of the lotus of thy feet, T desire, O
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Ramachandra, friend to the distressed, to serve again my
noble lord, sage Goutama ; please give me leave.

Hyna—So be it. P bow to you.

Ahgl.—O0, ornament of ¢the Solar Race thou shalt wed
Janaki; and thougshalt protect the three worlds, destroying
%ll the Rakshasas. (Exzit),

Rama—(Lboling al Pirgala and Kasyapa in sympathy).
Friends, I feel shame to look you in the face.

Ping. and Kas.—The blame is with Mareecha s sorcery.

Rame—This is but true.  liritated by the kiliing of his
mother he displayed throngh sorcery a figure to me as of the
danghter of Janaka; and credulous as I was, I took it.for
truth and behaved accordingly, not anywhere else, but here
by the side of you, my friende.

Kas.—This shall not be told to any person Lut father
Kousika ; for he will be able to teach us, how to ward off the
practice of witchcraft.

Ruma—You spoke right.

(Dehind the scenes).

. O, my men, know this is the path which my boy has
goneby where wild animals are killed; dreadful lions are
blocking the ways of the forest and these you will kill by
your daggers; female elephants in the fear run after the
males who run before in fear ; look quietly at this couple of
deer and cease your boisterous ncise.

Rama—This is the noise made by my retinue who come
in search of me.

Ping.—This isright. For, now, at the uproar of the
‘yetinue in a part of the forest, the lions are roaring. Hearing
that roar, the elephapts are running away in their humphs ;
the bears in fear all run in haste; and at their sight the
monkeys make wry faces, Pierced by the daggers, the blood
from the tiger runs down the nose of the cub.

" Kas—ltis so.
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¥ Piag —Friend, it is very Jong sinee you came to huut.
Rama—(Looking all round.)+ What ! we have been over-
come by the youth of day! The shade of the tree wttends
upon tha feet of the passers-by as if to take refuge with
them ; the sun rises to the zenith of the skies as if to lovk
about on all directions; the female cuckoos, all thirsty, do
ugt care to get the leaves offered by their mates; and now
with their wisgs the male bees fan the distressed drones’
“Therefore we shall presently go to our camp. (Exeunt,.

' HERE ENDS THE THIRD ACT,

ACT IV,
INTERLUDE.
Enter « GANDHARYA.

Gun.—* Having killed Thataka in battle, as well as
Swbahu with his forces and Karala, Raghava has sent them
all to my town” thus did Yawa eend word to Indra where
at he now thinks that the opening scene has been commencee
in the drama of the killing of the Rakshasas,

And T have received orders from the mighty king
Mahendra who is pleased with the prostrations of the Devas
whose jewelled crests give splendour to his feet. And that
isto this effect :— Chitrangads, go to Lanka and bring
information as to what the elder Brother of Kumbhakarna is
now going to do after hearing of the death of his kinderea.”
(Rqﬂecls) My lord has more hatred to Ravana than he has
love to Rama. Let this be. As I have now put on the guise
of & Rakshasa through witcheraft, it is easy for me to enter
Lanka, guarded as it is on all sides by Rakshasas, (Looking
in front). Who is this Rakshasi that comes in front? She
has a face like that of a cammel; hair loug, curled and dark,
lier belly a veritable war-drum; breasts, one big and the
dthér small; her two hands uncomely like the water-snakes
her two feet like the feet of a mighty elephant ; so'that the
jewelled ornaments she wears ill be come her.
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* Enter RAKSBASEE.

Rak~(To Chitrangada)* Hail! who art. thou? Ark
thou Kathla, or any other person ?

Gan2~(To Iimself) Sh8shas herself led the way to
cpnverse with her, *(4loud,) T am Karala himself.

Rak.—(With wonder), You stand like a stone! whilst
your wife Gridhramukhi, surrounded by a host of weeping
Rakshasees, goes on beating her breast that her ¥rd is killed
by the shafts of Rama, and does not yet cease lamenting.

Gan.—(To himself.) Sheis wife to Karala. Therefore
it is but just. (Aloud.) Who told her this?

Rak,~The noble Mareecha, not seeing the mighty king.

of Lanka, tcld Prahasta and other ministers that his mother
Thataka, Subalu, and his friend Karala were all Killed by

one Rama ; and overpowered by grief for his mcther’s deatl, -

he went to the temple of Gokarna to perform penance. Thus-

was this news known by all,
Gan.—What ! is not the lord of Lanka inthis town 7

o TRtal.—No.no. Therefore it is that I am sent by Lady

Mandodari to go to the house of Vidyutjihwa and enghire:

where her lord is gone. And wherf I went there I could not
see Vidyutjihwa. But his wife Mayavati told me a few
things to this effect.

Gan.—Pray, what is that ? .

Ral.—That of course must be kept a secret. How can
I say thqt? But there is not likely to be a person in the
island to tavour king Janaka. Therefore I may as well say.
- Listen then :—In the disguise of Rams, the king of Lanka
%as gone in compang with Vidyutjiliwa disguised as Kousika
and Sarana disguised as Lakshmana; inorder to defraud Ling
Janaka and marry Janaki.
Gun. --This is but right; for, it is world-known that
Jaugki loves Rawma,
6
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Buk,—(1With joy.) If thou art Karala Ishall go in front
reveal the glad tidings to GRIDHRAMUKHI and get presen
from her. ‘

Gan.—Why should you rault in vain ? I am nou Karala;
I am, another.

Rak.—(With grief.) What! has Karala then come to that
pass?

Gan—~"Vhat doubt is there in this?

Rak.—My desires are defeated. But what other art thou ?

Gan.—A follower of Vibheeshana.

Rak.—~Let it be. I shall be by the side of Lady Mando-

‘dari to do her commands. (Exit.)

Gan—1I shall first revea) to king Janaka this news of

~ Ravana and then to ths mighty lord Indra. (Bxit)
(Here enc's the Interlude,) *

Enter KiNG JANAKA and SATANANDA.

Jun.—! am long anxious whether or not Viswamitra will
fultil my desire that before the lord of Lanka should ask for
my daughter’s hand she should be given away to Rama.

Sat.—Rs ja, have dowe with thinking. Do we not know
the prowess of this mighty sage whois like the Parijata to the
ocean-like family of Kusika? Does not the world know
tthat it is he who shines with Brahmanya as an ornament

ade out of the golden mass of Kshatriya-hood {used in the
1’ﬂames of the fire of uninterrupted penance, and that it is he
whe, for no object but Rnt of destroying it, indulged in the
desire of creating a rew heaven at which all the celestials
“clagped their hands in adoration like so many lotus-buds and
" he proved then the moon. Therefore the marriage of Sita
and Rama is fulfilled ; we need not then fear what the lord

. of Lanka will do. For, this Viswamitra has taught Rama
the ase of Jrimbaka and other weapons and mantras and has
made him unassailable by any ; therefore hg is also capabie
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of making him powerful enough to quell Ravana equippe®
a3 he is with prowess to inst# fear by often egnquering the
three whrlds. ’ '
Ente? Dasanaxa in the dishwise of RaMa accompanied by
VIDYUTsiawA in the disquise of KousiKa and SARANA
wn that of LaKSHMANA,

Das —1he daughters of Subahu, Mareecha and Suketu
will do whatever T ask them to do. But for the purpose of
marrying her (Sita) I have assumed the form of than ; and yet
my mind is not steady.

Vid.—Mighty king, why fear you for no reason ? Seel'ng
thee with a body blue as a fresh-laden cloud, with bows and
arrows in both hands, and with eyes handsome as the petals
of the lotus, Janaki will take you for Rama and will doubt-
less throw on your neck with joy the garland of Kimbheera
flogvers interspersed with Durva grass and emerald.

Das.—I do not aspire so far. But, this would suéfice.
T saw her lock of hair and her lotus-like hand on which she
wore a golden ring. T only desire to see her other parts. '

Sar.~—~When she, deriding in beauty the Goddess Rati,
shonld come to your presence to choose you with her garland
on, you may look upon her from head to foot and give delight
to your two eyes, and give delight to all your twenty eyes
after going home.

Das.—(With « glance of his eyes.) Now we have come
to the region of Mithila. Heve appears Janaki, in hue like
a golden aloe and looking like the crescent on the crest of
Sankara.

Enter GATEMAN.

Gademan—Maharajah! Victory attend thee !
Janaka—Jeemoothaka, relate what you have to say. .

Gateman—The worshipful son of Kusika has come to
the gate with Rama and Lakshmana.
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Jan—(Wiih joy and modesty) Worshipful Satanands,
please receive Viswamitra who, like another Brahma, created
a new heaven for Trisanku, and bring him to me with tke
sons of Kakutsta.

Sata.—Even so. [Eait.

Jan.—How is it that, while sage Kogsika bas come te
my house with Rama and Lakshmana, my heart throbs liko
the lotus whose stalk is hit by the fins of the fish 7 What
shallIdo? ,

Enter Satanaxpa with Dasaxana and others disquiscd as
Rama, Lagsumana and Kousiga.,

Suta.—{To king Janaka.) These are Kousika and the
party. (Pointing to Vidyuljihwa and others.)

Jak.— (Rusing from Iis seat,) Sire, I, Seeradhwaja, king
of the Videhas, bow to you.

Vid.—Let good befall thee, mighty king Janaka.

Sar.—(4side to Dasanana.) Mighty king, as you are
to wed Janaki and to become the son-in-law of thie king
Janaka, prosperity is assured unto him.

o Das.—(With joy.) That is so.
VIDYUTIIEWS makes & sign wilh his brow and hints to
Dasanana lo bow fo JaNaxa.

Dus.—(Aside to Savana.) The guardians of the earth
await the time to prostrate to me; and even in the freaks of
love [ deign not to bow to Mandodari; how then may I not
feel shy to bow to this man ?

Sar —(TLo himself.) It is doubtful if Janaki will be won
by this person who is so full of pride. (4side to Daaauana.z
Mighty king, it is nct right to act invonsistently with the
present move.

" Das.—S8ir, I, the son of Dasaratha, bow to you.
(Baraxa repeats the same.)

Jan.—Dear children, may you live lorg!
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Sat.~Sire, son of Gadhi, these two boys are of the samg
nabure ; there is no difference between them in the prostra-
tion, thejr bearing ard their conduct. Which of these is
Rama and which Lakshmana ?.

Vid.—(To himsélf ) None. (4loud.) This iz Rama who
With o body. blue liks the cloud, sits in love of his younger
brother ; and this is Lakshmana who with a body yellow like
gold stands respectfully towards Rama.

* Das.—(dside to Sarana.) Why does Janaka delay in
bringing his daughter ?

Sar —(To himself.) How hasty is this gem of fools? He
has just esen Janaka. (Aloud to Dasananw.) Maharajah,fm
patient for a while,

Sat.—~Sive, Konsika,—

Dus—(A4side in anger.) 1 believe that that cago e
killed by Mareecha; and this fellow is known by his name
because he has agsumed his form.

Sar.—(Asule) That is for the marriage of Janaki.

Sat.—We are joyed to hear that after sixty-thousand
years of devotion for the getting of a son, King Dasaratha
has begot four sons, like unto gems for the three wortds,
throngh the sacrifice at which the son of Vibhandaka
officiated.

Vid.—To himself.) This is the son of Ahalya. Before
he should rejoice in the birth of Rama he shall have cause to
lament on hearing that Rama was killed by Mareecha on his
way from Avodhya. (Almud) Sire, the joy is not to you
alone ; the whole world is rejoicing,

Dus.—(A4side.) Sarana, let me hear the nectar-like
words of Janakee's marriage. My mind misgives whether
Thataka whom I sent to prevent Kousika from returning
with Rama and his retinue will properly execute that work
or not. (Leflecting.) Once before, sage Narada eaid to me
thus . —*“ 0 Ravana, why do you needlessly endeavour to
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fight with short-lived men ? If you have the pride to fight,
you should fign# with the mighty gods.” If I had not listened
to this but had killed Dasaratha, the son of Aja, where will
Rama be in the world? And how would Sita love him ?

Sar.—(4side.) It was but just that you listened to tho
words of Narada and refrained from fightityg with men and
left Dasaratha unhurt ; for, while all the Kshatriyas were cut
down by Patasurama who by severe penance pleased Siva and
obtained from him wonderful and resplendent arms and
many a mantra by which his arm grew mighty, why did he
lesve this Dasaratha alone who displayed the power of his
arm by fighting with the Danavas ? L|

Das.—(4side, with joy and exultation.) You remainded
me in time. I shall get that same Parasurama, who is my
friend, to kill Aja’s son Dasaratha and his sons.

Sar.—(Aside.) That is only if Rama and Kousika have
not« been killed by Thataka and her party.

Jan.—Worshipful son of Kusika, on hearing of the birth
of sons to Aja’s son, my 2ars were aelighted ; but now when
I seb his children before me my eyes have also derived
pleasure ; if the marriage between my daughter and Rama be
tulfilled then the joy will be not mine alone but that of the
race of Nimi for ever. Therefore at once enter upon the vow
of sacrifice ; and we shall also begin the preparations for the
child’s marriage.

Sar.—(Aside v Dasanana.) If the marriage should take
slace with master, then also there will be eternal joy.

Das.—What doubt is there ?

Vid.—(4side.) How did this happén? Let it be. What
warm? 1f Kousika is killed by the Rakshasas, al! will be
iranged.  If that be not g0, we shall have to get out of sight.

Das.—That is my inclination also.

Sat.—Rajah, Oormila also should be given to Lakshmana,
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Vid.—(Aside.)" Sarana, your coming too has been of avail.
My coming on the other hand has been fruitlegs.

Scby.—(Aside.) Not'so. In the sacrifice Kousika's wife
will become your wife and hi® gons and disciples will become
yours as also the rich milch-cows of his.

Vid—(Aside to Sarana.) Sarana, wby do you mock me
a8 the husband of an old woman ?

Jon.—Worshipfal son of Gautama, not ogly that; but
m younger brother Kusadwaja from the town of Mithila has
sent up hither his daughters Mandavi and Srutakeerti to be
married to Bharata and Satrughna.

Dus.—(Aside.) Sarana, I was a fool not to have brought
in two other persons in the guise of Bharata and Satraghna.

Sur,—(dside.) And Vidyutjihwa who came is snniled he
his form of Kousika. What shall I say ?

Sata.—Worshipful Kousika, why did you not take
Dasaratha with Bharata and Satrughna ?

Sur.—(dside to Dasunana)) T told vog already that
Kousika had gone to invite Dasaratha with his wives and
ghildren. But Vidyutjihwa did not act in accordance there-
with.

Das.—(Aside.) Let it be. Attempt should now be made
to see Janaki,

Vid —Dasaratha, with his retinue, is staying on the way
refreshing himself.

Jan.—Who is there ?

Enler GATEMAN,

Gateman—Let master command.
Jun.—Let the daughters be brought in for prostration
at the feet of worshiptul Kousika.
Gul®man—Even so. (Exit.)
Das.—(Aside.) Sarana, God is favourable to me. (Wifh
sagerness.) Should the daughter of the Earth be now brought
1ere, she will look at me in the form of Rama and will trus
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in me and will display her ardent love to me by her glances
which excel in beauty a whole forest of Iotuses.
<, (Behind the'scenes.) ,

Oh yve, who sit at this gate, tell your master Janakas
that with a view to lndnup" his dfmohter Vidyutjihwa,
Sarana and the king of the Rakshasas have come in then
forms of the son of Gadhi, Lakshmana and Rema respectively

(AUl listen.)

Das.—(dsids to Vidyuljihwa in anxicly) By whom js
our story related to king Janaka? No body else knows it.

Vid.—(Aside, shaking with fear) Mighty king, what
shall [ say about this marvell? No one other than my wife
is able to know of this.

Sar.~~(To himself.) Our attempts are spoiled by some
wicked person. (d4loud) Worshipful Satananda, it must be
enquired who makes this declamation.

Sata.—(To hn’nﬁclf ) What? are these Ravana, Sarana
and Vidyutjihwa, come in the forms of Rama, Lakshmana
and Kousika ?+ (Alovd) Lakshmana we shall enquire.

Jan.—(With anaiely, to himself.) I felt happy that this
Kougika has come to fulfil my wishes; hut it has happened
otherwise. (Aloud.) Oh, who is there ?

Enter GATEMAN.

Galeman—Let Maharajah command me.

Jan.—Enquire who #aid this.

Galeman—Rajah, what else is there to enquire ahout ?
Just now, a divine personage delivered these words and is
flying up; another Kousika is approaching you with another
Rama and another Lakshmana!

Jan.—Worshipful Satananda, what is this ?

Satn.—(Aside to Janaka)., This must have been told by
Indra’s messenger. We shall by and by make adecision
upon the forms of those already here and of those who are to
céme in. (dloud to Vidyutjilwa.) Worshipful son of
Kousika, what is this ?



69

Vid.—(To hi‘lﬁself.) We have been arrested like thievds
by the detective Kousika.. ¢Aloud.) Let theeRakshasas who
bear odr forms come in.  We shall go some ‘where else,

Dos —(4side to Saranad, What? could Thataka and
others have been leilled by the Kshatriya boy ?

Sar.—This cannot happen, 1f Raghava is able to kill
Thataka or Mareecha or Subahu, he will kill all of us
Rakshasas.

Das.—(dside to Vidyuijihiea.) What ought to be done
by us? :

Vid.—(Aside to Ravana) By the virtue of magic we
shall hide ourselves and observe what takes place, and tfen
do what is proper.

Das.—You spoke correctly.

Jan.— (Aside to Sutunanda.) As these are consuiting
one ancther with auxious faces I think these ought to be
Rakshasas,

Sata.—I also think so.

Vid —King Janaka, why should ycu Tesitate ? We
said already we shall go somewhere else. Dasanana must
gurely be entertained properly. But do not say you will give
your daughter to him.

Jun.—I shall do so. (Gets up and with folded hands
shows the way).

(Dasanana and others get up and exeunt, and hiting themselvas
under cover of magic they sit a little apart.

Sata.—Rajah, I shall now bring in Kousika and others
after entertaining them properly. (Lit)-

Euter Kovsika with RaMa and LaKSEMANA.

Kous.—{To himgelf.) Rama’s heart has been made to
stand fasp to Janaki ; and the union of such loving youths is
praiseworthy ; and having seen this Rama in her dream,
Sita, attended by her companions, fades away by night
snd by day lying on a bed of tender leaves. And it W good
“orthe world that I have taught Rama ord Lekel mora tle
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art of wielding the Jrimbaka weapon. For, should Dasanana
flushed with tke conquest of the three worlds, and angry that
his own people had been killed and Seeta married by Rama
attempt to attack him, he may not he conquered. «Further,
knowing that the Rakshasas are sorcerers, I left Rajah
Dasaratha and hurried to my abode with these in order that
the marriage of this girl shonld take place without hindrance.
(Aloud) Dear Rama and Lakshmana, bow to King Janaka.
For this King Janaka learnt the Upanishads from his precep-
tor Yagnyavalkya and, having crossed the griefs of Samsara,
ig in a position to be revered even by ancient sages.
* Rama aud Laksh. We shall do so.

Lak.—Worshipful sirve, it is a marvel to us to hear
that {rom the earth on which this King performed a sacrifice
there arose a girl named Seeta when the earth was cleft by
the plough.

Kous —That is so.

" Rama— (Lo himself, afler pondering). Although I decided
that the faliing of Seeta into the fire was a sorcery, yet even
now, as I think upon it, I teel anger and pity ; although the
wrong done by Ravana to Janaka was s myth, yet a
remembrance of it makes me eager to cut down all his ten
heads. Moreover, this noble Konsika, on a pretence of per-
forming a sacrifice, and with a view to accomplish the
tharriage of Seeta, has bronght me in haste with all my
kindred. And how do Ifeelit? 1 doubt that the attain-
ment of ‘Seeta is possible. And as I think of the glory of
Kousika I comfort myself that T may win her. And T feel
bappy over it. And at last 1 enjoy an everlasting bliss.
(Aloud). Worshipful sire, this wondey, also I hear, namely,
that in the house of Janaka who has performed severe
penances there is a bow of Siva being worshipped ‘which is
a8 big as a mountain and which cannot be strung by the
Devamor Asaras.

Kous.— Laughing). That also is. (Al coms round).



N

Enter SATANANDA.

Sata.——an.ah, this is wSrshipful Kousika: And these
two are sons of Dasaratha.

Jan.— (Lo [gmself). THese have been pointed out by
¢he preceptor in accordance with the forms they assume.
(Aloud). 1 am much pleased. (Ife enterfuins them und gives
them seals). R

o OSata.—(To himself). These may be Rakshasas. ButI
shall speak thus: (dlowd). I am happy thit the noble
Kousika has come with Rama and Lakshmana.

Jan.—(To himself.) I shall also speak consistently With
Satananda. (4lond,. By good luck did Dasaratha take
Rishyasringa to his house; by good luck did he perform the
sacrifice for Dasaratha’s prosperity ; by good luck ere sons
then born unto the king; and by good Iuch were these two
led unto my presenca by you.

* Das —(To Vidyutjthiwa). Does he tall: thus taking them
for the real personages ? .

Vid.—1 think that Janaka has faith only in us.

Kous.—That is true. But let this be listened to pntlently
by dear Satananda and friend Janaka.

Beli.—We are all attention.

Dus.—What is this wretched Kousika going to say ?

Vid.—Probably that he escaped the clutches of our men
who obstructed him in the way, ®

Sura.—How could he have come here without escaping
from them.

Kous.—As I was bringing up Dasaratha with his wives
and children on the plea of a sacrifice I am to perform, I was
obstructed in the wpy by Thataka who suddenly raised a
storm of dust.

Das.—(With joy). Well done by that nobls woman !

Vid.—I should hear how she was repelled. .

Dus.—(With shume). As I was piunged in joy I forgof
that this sage had come with the chiidren of Raghu.
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Kous.—Although Rama was careless seeing that she
was 4 woman, yet an arrow darted from the Low —

Das —Whnat an attempt does this wretched sage make
to glorify the Kshatriya boy ! ¢

Sura.—(Welk fear). et us hear what took place next.

Kous.—Her broad chest being pierced- by that arrow,
she suddenly gave up her life.

Jan.~{dside to Sytananda)  Surely, in order to create
a trust in the form he has assumed, this Rakshasa has begun
to tell this story.

¢ Sata.—The rest also should be heard.

Jan—~(Aloud). Where is this boy ? and where is she
with the power of a thousand elephants

Dus.—Well did Janaka object.

Suta.—Or what is impossible for any one vith the grace
of God ?

4 Vid.—This wicked scion of Angiras tries to explain it,

Sara.—Ah ! Thataka! this wicked fellow did not leave
vou even after knowing you were a woman.

 Das—{With fear.) We do not know what was done by
her followers.

Jan.—~What then?

Kous.—Then Subahu and other Rakshasas came pursuing
Rama.

Das.—What, will they brook the ceath of Thataka ?

Sara.—Did this Raghava boy repel them also in his
pride of power ?

Fous —Listen. What else? In the field of battle,
the arrows of Rama played such havoc by killing Subabu and
his army of Rakehasas that vultures and jackals exult and
dance for joy roaming about and eating of the fallen trunks
atd the flesh that lay in the field.

. Sala—{4side to Janaka). In this circumstance what
do you think of doing with these ?
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Jan —(dside to Satananda). That my dapghter should
be devoted as the prize of prowess.

Sata.—(Aside). What sh;ll be the wager ?

Jan.~—( Aside). , Stringing ‘the bow of Siva.

Sata — (Astde; m'lzjea ently laughing). How easy is the
stringing of Sivads bow to the Lord of the Rakshasas who,
with his fingers, tossed in the skies the mountaip of Kylas
crowded with the whole host of gods who had come to worship
the'Lord and filled with the hosts of spirits moving like so
many Merus |

Jan.—(Aside) Worshipful sire, I shall tell you the trutfl
Formerly, Siva told me that this bow cannot be strung by
the Sidhas, Charanas, Gandharvas, Devas, Danav.as and
Rakshasas.

Satw.—(dside). Then it is right to make that stake,

- F'id.—What ! Kousika spoke of the killing of all.

Sara —That is truth. ~ But then Mareecha and his party
who are sorcerers are not to be repelled by any.

Liak.—Carried away by brother's arrow to a long
distance in the sky was Mareecha ; but whether he whs
killed or let off it does not appear. )

Das.—(Ireathing heavily tn anger). The Lord of Lanka
still rules the worlds—he on whose men this wind doth fear
to blow, the san to shine and the fira to burn; how then.
does Rama dare to live after killing Thataka, Subahu and all
his hosts” And how does Kousika attempt to protect him?
(Destres to gel up).

Vad,—(Prevenling  him), Mighty king, be patient a
while. See what comes next.

oJan.—~(To himself). My mind seoms to get clear. (Aloud)
What ! was Mareecha driven away by Rama ?

Kous.—Yes. '

Sara.~(To himself). Alas! Till now the prowess of
his arm was complete ; but now it has been hroken by this
person as the sun by Rahu.

7
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Das.—(Biting lis teeth). I shall not leave this Kshatriya
boy. My twenty hands still exist which heldthe mountain of
Siva; there are the ten quivers of arrows with which [
quelled the pride of the guardlans of the Karth’s coruers ; and
I still possess this sharp weapon of Sakti given by Maya
which put down the pride of Yama, Whom should 1 then
fear ? Who will stard before me in battle ?

 Vid.—Why is this fuss about a man-child whom you can
throw easily by striking with your little finger. '

Sata,—This Rama is of mighty prowess.

Lak.~That is why this worshipful Kousika has initiated
me and my elder brother in the arts of the divine weapons.

Vi1.—Did master hear Lakshmana's words ?

Dus.—Why should we fear on this account ?

Sura.—I'vom the very first this Kousika alone has been
Lating us. '

Kous.—(To himself) Janaka und Satananda appear to
think that I and these children are different {rom what we
are.  Have these been already defrauded by these feigning
Rakshasas ? Let it be. (dloud,) King Janaka, dear Sata-
nanda, you two appear to have something to talk to me.
What is it you have to say ?

. (JaNaxa gives Lint {o SATANANDA.)

Sata.—To that prince in all the three worlds who strings
the bow of Siva, this lord of Mithila will gladly give his
daughter rich in virrues nowhere to be found.

Kous.—(Laughing.) You have not faith cven in us, Or
who will have faith in Rakshasas full of unchecked pride and
assuming.various shapes by means of sorcer y ¢ Let therefore
the bow of Siva be brought for the purpose of sthinging.

Jun.—Worshipful Satananda, you yourself please go and
fetch that bow of Siva.

Sala.—Ishall do so [Exit.
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Das.—Is this boy able to_string the bow of Siva which

conld not be borne by my arms which helfi the mount of
Kylas?

Vid.—Alas! algs! why did this fool stake thus. There
isnone in the world who can string the bow of Siva.

])as.—(LnnI;i.ng at the sly.) Alas! poor Janaki! seeing
that you were the daughter of miy fiiend, king J#naka, I did
notecarry thee away by main forca; hearing that, you are in
love with a mortal I did not entreat the king ; and though L
assumed that form you cannot be attained by me because gf
the difficult stake run by your father; nor can you be won
by any other. Then, what shall I say? Alas, alas! thou
art ever to remain a maid.

Sar.—1t has now come about that Maharajah should
etea] her away, if he has pity for her.

Enler SATANANDA.

Sam.-—Here T have brought the bow of Sivq.  (Sdl's.)

Kous.—Dear Ramabhadra, look at this,

Rema—As given orders. (Gets up and qoes near the bow.}

Das.—What, he approaches without fear!

Vid. —What, will he string it ?

Sar.—~Will he marry Janakee too?

(Fnler Sva veiled in red, 1-ilh other uirls, 1+
by the yateman irfo yoes « little tn front).

Sita—Darlings, the effulgent sage Kousika is come ; he
should be bowed 1o by us.

Rama—(To himself). What is this ? the voice of afemale
parrob rains nectar in my ears and reminds me of the voice
of the magical Janaki which so resembled this.

Oormilg—Did you hear the noble Janakee’s words ?

Rama —(Looking.  To honself). Ts this the real Janaki ?
Qfe, who even before I saw her, robbed the south wind of its

" coolness. the moon of her delight to the eyes, the pleasure-
garden of its delights, the cuckoo of its sweet melody, the food
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of its taste and the night of its fleeting nature ? It is she
~ that I now se8. Therefore T should hold het fast by my two

hands. (Reflecting). This daughter of the Earth can be
bound by my hands only alter I should have crossed the
hindrance of stringing the bow of Siva; not otherwise.
(Hastens and looks at the bow). '

Mandavi—Noble Janaki, I hear that two princes have
been brought by sage Kousika.

Sita—Yes,

Mand.—Woe also hear that one of them is lover of a girl.

Sita—(In jealousy). TPshaw! What do you say? Sit
quiet.  (Strikes with a toy lotus).

O.r.—(Laughing). Sita, by this act you have shown to
me whab offence Mandavi is going to impute to you.

Sita—Oormila, you who talk irrelevantly, get away,

Sruta,—Sita, why do you feel provoked even here ? 1t
50, speak. ¥iho among these girls is it who, having seen in
her dream a person of Cupid-like beauty. is fading away day
by day like a mountain-stream that gets dried up little by liftle
in summer ?  Whose limbs are as white as an ido] of molten
gold on which fresh-drawn wilk is ponred?  And who is it
that in the midst of an unfrequented garden, in an arbour ot
Jossamine creepers suriounded by a grove of green and shady
coc anut-trees and feic d by the branches of pomegranate
bent with the load of heavy fruits, passes her days on a bed
of green tender leaves, with paste of sandal mixed with
cuscus rubbed thick over her pot-like breasts, wearing on it
a garland of white lotus-stzlks like a fresh crescent, and
enjoying the cool air as her attendants fan her by her sie ?
And further who is it that wakes early and talks thus to her
attendants 7— ’

Mand.—Srutakeerthi, say, say.

Oor —Say what.

Sida—Sretakeerthi says so,
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Sruta.—(In Sanskrit). JIf by chance I get sleep, then
in my dream there appears a youth named Rama ; slowly he
comes near to me; says ‘I am thy servant’; draws aside'the
cloth fr8m the breasts ; at ths twitching of my brows she
folds his hands and’ with some pretence he kisses my face.”

(OormiLa and Manpavi look at Sita).

Sita. (To herself, in modesty). These havg known all
my things. What to do? (dAloud, pickiny vp conrage).
Now, it is not vou that are to be blamed, but that companion
of mine, Seelavati, whose habit is to be joking. Yor, she
took Srutakeerthi to be a child, and deceived her by saythg
that Sita is pining for love, that her body has become thin
and pale, that sie is lying on a bed of tender leaves, and so
on and 8o forth, and repeating it unceasingly and fhappro-
priately to her. .

_ Mundari —{Looking in fron!) What is this? Here i3
placdd the bow of Siva which is (usually) kept in an iren-
box wide as the mouth of the lower regions %nd which i8
beautified by the drops of sandal sprinkled at the time of
daily worship. And who is this by its side who, like #he
growing moon gives delight to the eyes of the spectators,
who is bedecked by the crown of hair circled by a garland of
gold, whose body is as blue as the inner petals of the blue-
lily blown at twilight, with eyes extending to the ears and,
broad as the lotus leaves and red at the corners and with
arms round and stout and long like the trunk of a young
elephant, and who looks like an ornament to this hermitage
itself ?

Seet.~(Tooking.—To Lerself) What? the stature of
this person correspondsewith that of the dear person seen
in the drgam! Therefore my desires are fulfilled. For,
though famed for prowess in all the three worlds, this,
wicked Cupid, ignoring the shame of aiming his arrows at
frail women, distresses me by showering his arrows on me
who desire to attain the hand of this lovely youth; even the
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moon burns me with the kalafoota poison whioh he got
easily from his residence within the sea atid which he has
assumed as his epot ; and the south wind, having secured the
cruelty of Yama from the south where he residesyis depri-
ving me of my life. -

(Stands Tooking in this posture with all her companions).
Saie.—Rajah, piease see this son of Raghu.

Jun.—This son of Raghu looks gallantly at the how
kept in the iron-box which shines like lightning on the car
which is drawn by 500 servants and which on its eight
wheels moves with a loud noise.

Rous.—And as certainly does he lift it with ease and
place it,on the ground.

Lak.—And he holds the bow and strings it tco.

Jan.—(117h joy and surprise).  And draws i% too.

Sala.—And what shall T say 2  ITe has broken it tgo.

Jan—(With dismay). TFrightened at the sound of tha
big bow of Siva, hroken by this sonof the family of Kakutsta,
which (sound) resembled the rumbling of the clouds before
the deluge, most people of the three worlde go into a swann
and fall suddenly, while some who get up slowly and regain
their sense hegin to wonder.

Sate —Aside to Janaka). This certainly is vour friend,

“the worshipful (Kousika,) this is Lakshmana, and ‘this again
is Rama. Do you not see that those who came first were
Ralkshasas ?

Jan.—‘Aside). 1 have understond.

Satv.—(Aside). -By good luck have we got up from the
sea of illusion and the sea of desires. , .

Kous.—XKing Janaka, listen! When, to the terror of
the three worlds there rose the sharp thunder from the Siva's

“bow strung and broken by dear Rama, the Giod Brahma wora
the veil on his face to protect his wife; and similarly tHe
God Siva threw his left arm around the left side of his wife.
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Jan.~This isebut true.

Vid.—This Kshatriya lad is of mighty prowess. For—
formerly, in the battle of the city of Yama,s this my master
became,enraged and get np 1 roar with his ten mouths ; and
to that roar that fpli on the efirs of the guardian elephants
and put them to terror is eqnal the noise caused by the
Siva’s bow strithg by this scion of Kakutsta.

Sara—What does Vidyutjihwa describe ? The breaking
X the bow of Siva whose bow is Meru is certainly the
sutting of the root of our Maharajah’s desires.®

Das —(To Vidyutjilira, with anger and lanalter), Thig
person, haviae broken the how of the moon-crested Si%a, is
to wed the danghter of Videha ; the King of Mithila is to be
‘he giver and sage Nonsika will approve of it ; and the king
t Lanka who came in the shape of another to get her himeelt
roes back to his town singly. How came this about? What
o you think ?

Vid.—tTv himseif) This king is provnl\nd b chall
therefore do his bidding,  (aloud) 1 need not say anything
0 you who kuow how to act consistently with the times,

Das —Ther, hear. This prince who has bec fte m_(:
snemy by reason of his killing my kindred by foree should
se killed first ; and as this (Janaka) committed a fraud, he
should be kiiled, though a friend, and Seeta should be carri-
«l away.

Sura —If so, give orders, and T shall presently hurl my
nace with my hand and cleave his chest, and, with that raw
lesh of the man-child as a confection, I shall drink of the
ood that would flow from the throat of the king of Videha
vhom [ shall eut with my sword.

Fid.—(To himself). 'This Rama, being equipped with
he knowledge of all the weapons imparted to him by Kousika,
s of unfathomably mighty prowess; and even our Mah®rajah
s unable to stand before him in fight, How then may
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Sarana stand?  (Aloud). Fie, you fooi! What do you
peattle 7 Mighty king, be pleasad to hear a little.

Das.—1 am &1l attention to ministers,

Vid.—An action done witheut thought will never comé
to good ; bus if that is done after thinkiug it will produce,
much good. Therefore, presently, after taking counsel of
Malyavan and others, we must so act that Rama should be

<killed and Seeta won.

Dus.—If 5o, let us again get into the car and go quickly
to Lanka. Why should I desire to see Seeta now, ifit
is decided that she should be taken by force ?

(Buit with the Rukshases).

Jan—(With joy and modesty). Hail! hail! to you
Kousika, the moon to the ocean of the race of Gadhi, who
performed this mighty task for the accomplishment of my
desires! .

Sata.—Worshipful sou of Kousika, Seeta is to be given to
Rama and so is Qormila to liakshmana; and Mandavi and
Srutakeerthi ara to he given to their younger brothers.

Kous.—That is well, that is well, )

&aeta— (Lo herself). What! My sweet love has so
quickly broken the how of Siva as an elephant in rut breaks
the sugarcane. Wonderful! wonderful! (A4loud) QOormila,
what is this?

, Oor —Alas! alas! it was with difficulty we endured this
one moment when, quaking at the terrific noise which arose
when this son of Raghu broke the bow of Siva and which re~
sembled the roar of the clouds at the deluge, we embraced one
another and closed our eyes without being able to look.

Mand.—Therefore we shall all bow to sage Kousika and
20 to the inner apartments. '

Sruia. —We shall do so.

Jan—(With joy and grace and respect). Dear Rama-
bhadra, come, come. Thou art the light of the solar race,
famed for the prowess of thy arm; thou art the abode of
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gkill, with limbs tmade graceful by the coming of youth
thou art the pidot who rescued me from the ocean of my
vows ; and thou art the embodiment of all the merits trea-
sured up by my daughter in @revious births.

(Ttama hows les head and sits by the side of Kousila.)

Gateman.—Here come the danghters.

Seetu.—(Looking). Here sits he who broke the bow of
Siva.  Owing to awe, my hands and legs Jo not move,
(MLides herself by ihe side of Mundaui).

Ruma.— (Do limself). My modesty in fhe presence of
my preceptor sufliciently hinders me from enjoving the
pleasure of seeing my love ; but this joy at hearing the thkle
of the anklet on her legs gives pleasure to my ears; and am
I not blessed on that account ?

Oor.—(To herself).  And by the side of him Who broke
the bow of Siva sits handsome Lakshmana in colour like th®
molten gold, and seeing him, my heart has become the hart
which master Cupid hunts. How i this ? ((Joes near Junaka).

Lak.—(To himself). My heart, drawn *Into the net of
the glances ot this wide-eyed girl, does not return to me.
What shall T do ? (Nils with yuce twrned aswle).

Jum.—You children ought to bow to this worshipful
sage Kousika.

The Nanyhters—We bow at your feet.

Kous,—Children, may all vour desives be fulfilled !

("The duuyhiers move  little )

Kous —1 shall presently begin the sacrifice. Rajah, you
too fulfil your vow,

Jun.  Gateman, go and tell the authouhes that as the
marriage festivitles of my children are drawing nea#,
plantdin trees with ripe bunches should be tied up at every
threshold, the walls of the houses should be whitewashed,
festoons should be hung up with bunches of flowers *in a
line and that pictures should be drawn,



« Gatenan. Soshall T (Fuit.)
(Behind the scenes.) '

The lord of Kosala has tevidently) approached this
hermitage trom Ayodhya, since §his tract has been inwaded by
the horses and elephants. .

Jun—Worshiptul son of Kousika, it is Devavrata that
speaks. Therefore our preceptor, Mmmnda, with Rama,

JLakshmana and the daughters, shonld go and meet and
receive our old friend, the Mabarajah Dasaratha, and eutertan
him with due-respect.

Kous. —So shall it be done,

«Jun,—Devavrata, send the women of our zZenana in the
reary in ovder to do honour to the lord of Kosala, who has
come with his zensna.. (Lreunt.

(Mere ends the Fourth Act).

ACT V.
INTERLUDE.
Euter VIRADHA.

Jor.- Koraged at hearing of the vow taken by Rama to
Lill the Rakshasas for the protection of the sages inhabiting
JaNasriana, the famous Khara has sent, me, his friend, to
kill him, the son of Dasaratha,  (Suiiliny awith pride) Among
the Rakshasus, the king (Ravana) is mighty ; and Khara is
superxor even to him; and greater than he is Lavina, and
greater even than he is mysclf. Who is there that is my
equal ? And again, it iz beciu-e Dasanana is the son of Kelkasi
that he is respected by ns in the Kingdom of Lanka. (/lefleet-
ing) Indeed ¥ what shall [ say of the boldness of this prince
ds of the Himalayas ? Ilis vow has enraged all the Lakshasas.
Therefore 1 ought to punish him even without lwin'g told
by Khara.  And in the disguise of a cuckoo I saw him;
and talking with Seeta he is sitting on a rock in the cool
shade of the Valula trees big with ful-blown flowers in g
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solitary place on the summit of a high hill; and Lakshmans,
standing at thesthreshold of sthe bower by the side of the
Sundal grove, has kept down the quiver und bow and is
looking et the skies, for no regson, with the sword drawn from
the scabbard. It s surprising to sce his gallantry and his
danntless posture. (4 little depreseed) In it possible for me to
conquer even uns Lakshmana who has such a marvellous
prowess of arm? And wiatneed I say then in the case of Rama?
IMerefore 1 shall take the form of Rama and cainy Janaki to
a distant place and sport with her s I please.  Owing to the
separation from his dear wife, Rama will give up his life and
so will Lakshmana because of his brother's death ; and Kimra’s
wishes will also be fultilled. Therefore I shall be sitting in
this forest of Kovsidare trees, not far distant from this, waiting
for the time when Janaki will come out lonely. Jafayu is not
to be scen here. Surely he has gone to pay his respects to bis
elder-brother Sampathi.  (Lookiny ta front). What! here is
Soorpanakha cowe frow the island of Lanka, But let that be.
1 shall ask her about the walfare ot the migleey lord of Lanka.

(Comes round).
Enler ROORPANAKHA,

Som.—T have been sent hy my elder brother, the mighty
lord of Lanha, with orders to bring for him Janaki, the wife
of the son of king Laghu living 1n the bower constructed in
Panchavati.  And I, in the disguise of the bird Daty®ha,
have seen her sitting by the side of her husband. But how to
carry her away is my doubt. Or, let that be. s soon as that
Rama, beautitul as Capid and blue like the blue-lily, came in
sight, my mind was drawn by Cupid. Thevefore I shall dis-
play the form of Janaki and draw Rama lonely to a distaneg
and taking him by surprise I shall sport with bim ag
1 please on the stony tract of Hemakoota. (Cumes round).

Vir.—Soorpanakha, welcome to you.
Soor.—~Is that Viradha? Sir, are vou well ?
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Vir,—Is it well with the mighty lord of Lanka ?

Soor—He will be well, if h¢is without auxiety.

Vir.—(T' himself). Of what nature may his anxiety be?
(4loud) Did the mighty king ktar of Rama’s vow to'kill the
Rakshasas? .

Soor—He heard and took counsel too of his ministers
as to what should be done. And he has secretly sent word
throngh Akampana, the spy, tc Khara.

Vit (1o himself). And that is why Khara- has fhm
with respect, sent me up here. (Aloud). These two Ksha-
.triya boys seem to have come to Janasthanam only for the
purpose of quelling the Rakshasas.

Soor.—Sir, please listen. The Maharajah has brought
misery on himself,

Vir— (1 ith respect). I am all attention,

Soer.—There is a kingly sage by name Janaka.

Tire—I know it. e is the friend of our Maharajah,
seeing that he ig a devotee of Siva.

Soor.~The Maharajah went to marry his daughter
Seeta, having taken the’ shape of Rama whom he thought
Seeta loved.

Vir.—(To himselr). Like mine, his mind.also is inclined
to ker. (Aloud). What then?

Soor.—Then did Janaka set the strigging of the bow of
Siva as a wager for her marriage.

Vir.—That is difficalt for the \IahamJah because of his
being a Rakshasa.

Soor.—That is why Seeta was married by the prince.

Vir.—What then ?

 Soor.—Then my brother fell into a fit'of jealousy, anger,
shame and passion and came back to the city of Lankd, con.
sulted Malyavan and other ministers and has resolved upon
something.

Vir.—What then ?
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Soor.—Then Ite told Parasnrama, the Devotee of Siva,
of Rama’s broaking the bowwof Siva, set him in a rage and
sent him to kill Rama. -

Vire—That axe-bearer bas geen the other side of the
ocenn of his vow of killing all the Kshatriyas. What then ?

Soor ——Fnen in a rage did the brave Raghava dispossess
Lim of his bow Of Vishnu and take away his prowess and
quell his pride by enjoining him uot to go intp the regions
ofamerit.

Vir.—(With grief and iwonder). If even® the killer of
Kartavirya who overpowered Ravana by the might of his
arms, was conquered, then alas! all the three worlde® are
conquered by Rama. What then?

Soor.—Then did Manthara, Kaikeyi and Dasaratha
become posses-ed of (the spirits of) my lord Vidyutjihwa and
others who had been set up by the Maharajali.

o 1ir.—What then?

Soor. —Then did Kaikeyi go into the hou~e of weaths
being constrained by Manthara to pray to ber husband for the
exile of Rama to the forest and for the investing of Bharatha
with kingly power, for the two boons which he had formerly
granted. ‘

Vir.—All else i known. Being then prayed to in this
manner, the kingsthough old, “.ad such a passion for the
voung woman that hesent his son into the forest.

Svor.~Then Lakshmana and Sita al<o followed Rama
who had started for the forest. Then did Dasaratha, who had
become dispossessed of the spirit of the Rakshasa, come to
know of his son’s exile, and in his fondness for his son, e
gave up Lis life, .

Vir.—How (skilfully) was Duassratha killed by our
Maharajah ! What then ?

Soor.—Then Rama was prayed to by Bharatha who went
to the forest with the idea that it was not right that the

8
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Lingdom should go 0 a younger brother. But he sent Bha-
ratha back #o Ayodhya having given his samlals to represent
him, ‘ .

Vir.~The story is undersiood. What other mischief has
to be done here? By drawing Rama iato the forest, his
lordly power has been put down certainly by our Maharajah ;
and in its absence how can there be the power of counsel and
the power of pride ? Skilfully planned! But what are you
come here for ? ‘

Soor.—1 am sent by the lord of Lanka to carry away
Janaki,

¢ Vir.—(To limself). She is tobe taken by Viradha.
(Aloud). This is not possible for yon.

Soop.—(To hersely),—My attempt on the other hand is
to take the guise of Janaki, take hold of Rama and sport
with him. Let it be. I shall speak thus. (dloud). That
is why I have started for the city of Lanka.

¢ Vir.—(Ta Limself, in joy). The great ohstacle to my
present purpose is removed. (A4loud). You msy do so.

Soor.—~But to what end have you come to Ramads
herthitage ? .

Vir.~1 am sent by Khara to kill Rama,

Soor.—(To herself). Is it to kill ‘m.y"beloved that you
come here ? Get away, get away. (4lgud). You too cannot
db this.

Vir.—(To himeelf). What do | care for this, since I
have come to carry Janaki away? Let that be. I shall
speak thus. (4lovd). On that very account I shall go to
Khara to tell him what I have seen.

Soor.~(To herself). By good luck the obstacle to m):
present purpose is removed, (Aloud). Therofore yo, go to
do as desired. (Exeunt),

¢ (Mere ends the Interluds).
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Enter RaMa and SiTA as shown above. o
Rama~My dear Jangki, who led me tg {break) the
crescent-crested deify’s bew which was mighty ‘a8 a mountain,
to (brook) the darling of cupid’s arrows on e, and to put
down the might of.Parasumn:ﬁ O you handsome one, I won
gou with little exertion.

Sita. —(Sits. with a look of smiles.)

Ruma—0 handsome one, speak something and delight'
mY ears which have become sick of hearing the songs of the
cuckoo; your face certainly wears the glory of the lotus-

flower ; but it does not wear the glory of the hum of the bees
that proceeds from the lotus.

Sita—(With love). Noble lord, as I recollect the breaking
of Siva's bow and the quelling of Parasurama’s pride which
you did and which no other could do, my heart gets stunned.
Therefore, please pardon me for a moment.

* Rama—Why do you pray to me for favour? There is
no reason for me to be angry. But, listen. That in accor8ance
with my father’s command I gave up the kingdom which had
gome into my hands and started for the forest; that with
all his thoughts on me alone my father died of grief; fhat [
have to live in the forest which is the abode of fearful beasts
and Rakshasas—all these miseries, O bright faced one, are
alleviated by your company with me.

Sita—DMy lord, your mere presence gives to me grefter
happiness in this forest than in the town.

Rwma —That is true. Look hear! The singing of
women cannot compare with the indistinct sweetness of the
hum of bees ; the four kinds of music are distanced by the
%ounds caused by the ears of the forest elgphants whichy
resemblp the palm leaves; a bed of tender-leaves does
certainly out-do a bed of swan’s feathers; by living on the
fruits of the forest which are sweet on account of #heir
peculiar ripeness, one forgets the life in towns.
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. Sita—Noble lord, my heart is plersed only with this
forest nboundmg in various beasts and birds. |

Ramw—-You spoke the truth,” On the branch of the
Kadamba tree lives the peacock shining with his cluster of
feathers ; here roamsthe deef “ with 1ns~outshetched eyes

. mbbhng the grass on the lawn; here is an elephant who
with his tall trank plucks the Sallaki tree by the branch: 0,

 lotus-eyed girl, who does not delight in this forest tract? Again,
does not the feacock wear in his cluster of feathers the glopy
of your dressed-up lock of hair? does not the deer bear in
his looks the grace of your eyes? and does nct the wid
‘olephant bear on his head the glory of your breasts? I
therefore think, O young girl, this forest glory displaysa
likeness to you.

Sita~(To herself, with a feeling of lore). My noble
lord has begun to praise me. Therefore I shall divert his
mind to another object. (Aloud). My noble lord, what
beasts are these which play about with rows of teeth as white
and f)retty as the fresh stalks of lotus, with faces awful and
broad, and with bodies resembling the moonlight on a full-
- moon da) ? And what beasts are these which wander abouty
staring wildly and wagging their tails white and long like the
row of foam caused by the striking of wave on wave ina
swelling sea at the time of the 1ising of the moon ?

Rama-—-0O you delight of Janaka, these that play are
lion’s whelps; and these that wander about are the chamari
deer frightened at their sight. Look here! Here are heads
of chamari deer frightend at the sight of the playing lien’s
whelps ; here is a wild buffalo dragged by a tiger who has
come out of his den; here are the ruru deer fighting fiercely
‘with the boar ;. here are monkeys who scteech for pain at the”
stinging of the bees in their faces as the bees are disturbed
by the monkeys hitting against the honeycombs for drinking
the honey, Therefore this forest affords objects of interest to
the eyes.
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Sita~~(Looking). It istrue, From the branches of the
Thinisa tree ,hang big honeycombs mado by bees and
containing about 2 meﬂmls ot honey.* Tt'is certainly nof
easily got by the monkeys who are stung by the bees.

.

Rama—Thateis so.

Silu—This is the way of the greedy. Asone perscn
enjoys the thing gathered up by another. As the honey,
gathered by ﬂus host of bees is taken and druftk by a skilfoll’
man.

Rama—{To himself . Her idea of me is that I am not,
selfish.  (Aloud), It is by the ifluencs ot (fortune that one
enjoys what is garnered up by another. Look here! O,
Danghter of the king of Mithila, Cupid had placed in theze
lips of thine a honey more delicious than nectar® and does
not this Rama take and drink of that honey in the lips ?

Sili—(To herself). My inrd’s prattle goes beyond bounds.
(Ntte 1etthe Levkis east doer for shame), .
o

Rama—(To limselfy. By this speechi of mine, she grows
elovely coy. For, as she casts her lotus-like face aside mukinge
the corners of her eves extend and display their love to me
and causing the checks to blush, she bends my mind also,
Therefors her attention shounld he drawn elsewhere,  (dloud)
Janaki, look here, Although you have not spit your honeyed
saliva fiom your mouth, it gives vou the handsome flo%ers
you wear. Asthe odor of these flowers spreads all around,
the bees sit on them in a line like your braid of hair.
Sita—(To herself).  He is naw sporting in my presence
with those very words with which he followed me whenever
*| thought of him m my dreams. This is indeed a wondew!
(Aloudy. My noble lord, do you not see that this evergreen
tree, covered with bunches of flowers and dack and lovely
like the water-laden clond that appears in the skies towards
the end of summer, is like an ornament to this place ?
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Rama—(To himself). She is skilfully jesting with me
by her words and retorts. {4loud). Oh Janaki, delighting
in the sights of the forest, look at the metals that with shades
of blue, white, grey, red and green lie all about the mountain
stream blossoming with the loths, where a whole flight of
swans, in the confusion of their sportive fights, make such
nojse as in a way resembles the tinkling of the pendants

-on your zone while you are angry.

Sita—(To”wrseU’). (In bashfulness). My noble lord puts
me in remembrance of the time when, at the refusal of my
frequent prayers to be allowed to accompany him into the
forest, T grew angry and went into the inner sppartments
with a twitch in my Lbrow and a shake of my girdle zone.
Let it be. I shall speak thus. (4lond). My lord, what
wonders nfay I not see in this forest without any fear when
I am guarded by your hand with which you have promised to
protect the sages in Janasthanam from the attacks of the
Baksl}’nsas? ’

Rama.—(Lisientng, and looking at a distance) Who is this
Rakshasa who enters the Kovidara forest, weariag a tiger's
ukin apd hoisting an elephant’s head on atrident?  Does not
Lakshmana know this ?

Enter LARSHMANA,

Lak.—Who is this Rakshasa who enters the Kovidara
forev: ? Let it be. I shall go and punish him (Takes his arm).

Sita;—(Looking at anather place) Dear lord, this is not
the Kovidara forest; it looks like Karnikara forest. The
person that enters it is not a Rakshasa; lock, look, it looks
like & Rakshasi with ugly form, with cruel jaws, and with a
belly that hides the navel and has oat grown her gourd-like
breasts,

Rama.—~Where do you look ? I pointed here.

Bita.~(Looking) It is you that go there! I do not see
a Rakshasa,
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Rama—(To himself) What! she jests by taking me for'a
Rakshasa. (Looks) (Alsud) *A wonder, 3 woader‘ Looking
deep, this Rakshasa seems to have assumed b my form.

Stta—-(Looks) (with wom!cr) And this Rakshasi who
pntered the Kuarnikara forest assumes my form, Look at it,
my lord. .

Rama.— (Looks) (with wonder) What can ke the object
of their assuming these forms ?

Situ.—Let us get down the summit of the 'hill and see.

Rama.—We need not. For, one who sits here can,see
an ohject at a distance of one yojura.

Lal..—(Lools ayain with wonder) My coming here with
arms with a desire to catch him has become futile. For this
Rakshasa has hidden himself somewhere. Again, it appears
that my noble brother, who has vowed to kill ail the Raksha-
sas has attempted to kill this fellow also; for, holding the
golden flagged bow in his left hand and the gerow with ul-
ture’s feather tipped with gold in his right hand, he comes
here quictly iouking here and there and searching for the
Rakshasa who is hiding, 0 '

(Reflecting). If it is he that comes, where is lady Janaki?
They were both together on the hill. How will Rama come
down alone? (With wonder after looking up). Under the
Kadamba tree upon the hill Rama, the cloud-like blue, 3
gitting with the lightning-like daughter of the Earth. How
may this be? Therefore the person who is seen here must be
a delusive Rakshasa who has assumed the guise of Rama,
Going by the jungly forest I shall observe, unknown by the
Rgkshasa, what he doge. (East)s

Enler ViRapnA in the garb of Rama.

Vir,—(Looking) What! has Janaki come to the Champaka
oforest, close by, from yonder Karnikara forest? (goss near am‘l
looks).
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Eater SOORPANARHA in the quise of Sita.

Soor.~1 .shall be plucking the champaka flowers front
the Champaka forest here; Rama too will be coming here,
(Plucks the flowers).

Vir.—(To himself, after looking) Herd is Janakee possess-
ed of unparalleled beauty, Brahma’s creatjon is wonderfu
and cannot be described.  Or, this may not be a creation of

4 .
Brabma, but may be some thing else. On the top isa

collection of clouds and below it is the likeness of & mocn ;
ovar the sky, ornamented by a little pool, are two high hills ;
and, a little below tho mound of sand are two plantain stems
stoopmg down :—1 therefore think that thisis the uncommon
creatior: of skilful Cupid. Therefore, before Rama or Laksh.
mana tugns up I shall carry her away someiow.

Svor.—(Looking) What, here comes the beloved of my
desires! He who is the product ¢f the skill of the hand ot
Brahma acquired through the creation of a thonsand beautiful
soulhs, or the.gmhodiment of a heap of merits to the eyes of
all the worlds, Therefore I shall artfully entice him to the
forest and take him away. (fwoks and plucks the flowers).

Vir.—(Coming near). O, delight of Janaka, whose limbs
are like the champaka flower, if your desire he for champaka
flowers, command your servant who plays before you, and be
dgne with your exertions.

Soor.—(IVith joy, 1o herself) Ile takes me for Janaki
herself. It is really surprising. The voice proceeding from
his throat pours nectar into my ears liko the voice of the
swan that feeds on the lotus-stalks. TLet it ba. In order to
carvy him away without suspicion, 1 shall speak thus. (4loud)
My lord, at a little distance there are champaka flawers bles-
soming like Cupid’s shoots. We shall both go,there and
gather flowers, (Goes a little further.)

Vir.—(To himsel) Hearing the tender girl’s wordse
“ Nohls lord” which, proceeding from sincers love, pours
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honey into my ears,my heart is like a fawn caught in the net
spread by Cupiddhe lmnter Letit be. Her gping to another
place will conduce to nly easily taking her away withont
creating suspicion. (Aloud). , As you may desire (Gocs

behind)

Lal:—How s it that the noble Janaki is sporting here
within the Champaka forest? Let it be. I shall lock in
(going o litle) What is this? Here goesesSecta with a
badlet of lotus-flowers in order to gather the Champaka
blossoms and with borders ot her cloth waving in the forest
wind.  Therefore this should also be a Rakshasi. (Sfande

looking).

Seeta.—My lord, look ! look ! here is my brother-in-law,
who, taking the Rakshasa to be yourself follows him avith the
quiver on his shoulder, with the bow in one hand and waving
the sword with the other,

*Ruma.—Gracicus girl, he follows him, hiding. There-
fore he kuows that the fellow ie a Rakshasa, «*

Tir—{To himself) This Janaki who goes in front of me
h#s created much delight in me and has enchanted me, by
the sounds of her anklet worn on her lotus-like legs and Ly
the noise of the zone on her big waist ; what else do I need ?
(4loud) O handsome one, how far do you go into the forest ?

Soor.—(To herself) 'To where I may, in solitude, seige
you and run away. (dloud) My lord, that tract is in our
front. Do therefore patient for a while,

Ramu.—What! this Rakshasi is leading the Rakshasa
to a distauce!

" Sita—Lakshmana also goee so far,

Vir.—(To himselfy This girl speaks like the pea-hen,
looks like & deer and walks like a swan, shines like o streak
5f lightning and cheers like the crescent moon. How then
san I take her ? She has como far away from the abode of
Rama, (dloud) O tender-limbed girl, even here shail we
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both gather the Champaka flywers. If you go a little further
there is the tmct where Rakshagas roam.

Lak —WlmcY this Rakshasa has taken this woman $o be
Sita and wishes, in the disgui=e of my brother, to take her
away.

Soor.—-(To herself) Who am 1? I am really a Rakshas.
(4'oud) As you have vowed to kill all the Rakshasas I shall
have no fear in your presence.

Lak.—(To himselfy What!this Rakshasi talks appro-
priately like the noble Janaki to follow my brother. But
what is the use of her taking this form. Or, it may be, that
enchanted by the form of my brother, she desires to enjoy him.

Vir.—(To himself) 1 have not vowed to this effoct,
Bat, O fool, I shall take and carry you away as I would the
life of Rama who has vowed the death of the Rakshasas.
(dloud). O you daughter of the Earth, what harm is there
in my vow? Can I not kill this Khara, the tormentor of the
gagés, and his armies ?

Lal.—(Smiling) The Rakshasa talks like my brother!

Soor.—(To herself, in confusion) My heart throbs so
think that he is to deal thus with my brother. (4loud) That
Khara is stronger yet than Ravana.. How did you, without
doubt vow his death?

Lalk.—She thinks he is the real Rama and tries to test
him. She is really a Rakshasi.

Sita.—These appear to be talking to each other,

Rama,.—Yes.

Vir.—(To kimself) She has asked me the very question
I wanted to ask of this Raghava, (dloud) Do you not
know the prowess of the conqueror of Parasurama? -

Lak —This reply is apt.

Soor.—(To herselfy That is why T think none of my
Kindred is able to prevent me from disporting with you.
(Aloud) That is truth, that is truth, (gathers flowers),
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Vire—(To himéelf) The posture of that lily-eyed girl s
fixed in my mirtd with hey lotus-like facp lgsking npwards,
gtretching her hands high, her breasts heaving up, her waist
straightened, the knot of her ejoth untied and her heels lifted
off the ground (dlmud). My dear, desist from the obstinacy
8¢ gathering Howers, Lur, by this you have become much
fatigued. (with desire). Or, it would be well if you gather
flowers once more in this manner; for, the dieps of sweat
cagsed by this exertion give a beauty to your moonlike face
by washing the paint on your saffron-spotted cheeks.

Soor.—(Smiling in modesty. To herself) This word of
the son of Raghu prompts me to sport with him. (Aloud)
My lovd, I am really tired. But great is my desire to gather
the flowers,

Lak.—The Rakshasa talks to the Rakshasee taking her
for the noble Seeta, And she too replies in a suitable way
takig him for Rama.

Vir—If so, I shall myself gather the Rowers (gathers
flowers) O, daughter of the king of Videha, my dear, wear
it your locks the Champaka blossoms which I pluck from
brauches drawn by myself, and do not untie your tresses-
lest the flowers may fall down, O dear one, with a thin belly
and Chakora-like eyes.

Soor — (1o herself, with joy and desive). This, the lo¢d
of my desires, taking me for Janaki, prays me to do the
thing I desire, as if I would object. When shali I carry
him away? (dloud) My lord, these flowers are very hand-
some which hang from the tips of yonder loity bough.
Please get upon my back and pluck them : for great is my
dbsire to have them.

Lak*~(Laughing) The Rakshasee desires to take him
_away thinking that he is my brother.

Vir—~(To himselfy This is my opportunity.



06 -

¢dloud.) O maid of handsome, moon-like: face, get upon my
back and, O woman with roaming eyes, gathsr the flowers as
you please. (Mioopss.)

Lak—The Rakshasa toe thinks that she ie Sita and
desives to corry him away. This is really a good eport.
Therefore 1 shall get near and see what next takes place.
(Comes rornd )

Soor.—(To herself) Let it Le, what harm is there? 1
shall get upon his back, clutch hissides by my feet und
carry him across the skies. (Gets up.)

¢ Sits—My lord, who is this? that comes nvp like a
mountain from above with a heap of clouds hanging on the
sides.

Rasia—(Looking ) Janaki, that is my sire, Jatayu, who
comes down after prostrating to his elder brother, Sampathi,

Sita—Noble lord, look here! This Rakshasee has sat
upon this Rakshasa.

¢ Rama—(dr surprise.) What is this? O Janaki, look,
look ! 1t is surprising that this Rakshasa, who bas assumed
my form is coming up in haste acrcss the skies bearing en
his‘back the Rakshasee who has assumed your form ; and this
my sive, Jatayu, comes in front, as if to obstruct him, with
the gait of a clond blown by the air of his swift wings.

Sita—(Lawghiwg ) A wonder! a wonder! what will
I8ppen hereafter is not known.

. Lal.—What ? the Rakshasa who has put on the form of
my brother is going aloft carrying the Rakshaseo who has
put on the form of Janaki, (Looking wp) What! Sire
Jatayu not only came near him but is telling him thus :—
*“Who are you fellow? Do you put_on the form of Rama
and carry Sita ? Stand before me You cannot live hereafter.”
e has taken the Rakshasce for the real Sita.

¢« Sita—Both these have fallen down from the sky, afraid
of seeing the noble Jatayu.
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Rama—Here ig my brother Lakshmana also approachmg
them with the gword drawn.,

Soor. —(To Izerse{f' n g7 ief) Thigis ierhalnly another
person who, in the disguise of Rama, enchants me. If not,
how may a man likje this be able to carry me aloft ?  (dloud)
#Who are you that caught and took me alcft?

Vir.~(To h¥mself). 'This old valture has become a hind-
rance to my taking away Seeta. Or, she is not.Seeta.. Tlse,
hogv could I be led into the regions of the sky so swiftly by
the pressing of her two legs when I desired®to carry her
aloft?  7A4loud) Who are you who thus caught me by your
legs and took me up ?

Lak—(Drawing near) You both are Rakshasa and
Rakshasee. You have deceived each othier.

Soor.—(Leflecting)  Are you Viradha ?

Vir.— (Thinkingy Ave you Svorpanakha ?

* Lak,—0, wicked soul, Viradha, who desired te steal
another’s wife, you are killed. (Seizes Firadfye by the /80d).

Vir.—(In anger) Leave me, leave me. (Pulls up his
Tand, takes Lis real form and waves the trident with Lis hand).

Soor —(In grief, after taking her real form). Alas, Slas!
this Viradha is fenced by Lakshmana on this side and by
Jatayu on the other. (Weeps).

Lnter JaTayv.

Jata.—(To himself) This is renlly Soorpanakha who Bas
put on the form of Janaki (Aloud). Dear Lakshmana, do not
leave this Viradha, the oppressor of the Rishis.

Sita.—What! This Rakshasee has got back her real
form. ¢And this Rakshasa also, in his real form, is fenced in
sy the lad Lakshmana and the Sire Jatayu.

Rama.—Dear one, we prosper, through good lnck. Fop,
‘his Lakshmana, having with his sharp arrow split in twaia
‘he trident which Viradba had hurled with his hand, and
1aving with his flaming sword cleaved hig arms from his bard
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rhoulders, and imving thrown him like an elephant into a pit
covers him with trees and creepers, mud ang tile and stoue.

Sita.—We'are gratified, we are gratified.

Svor.—(With grief and cchpusion).  Alas, Viradha, alas!
dear friend to my brother Khara, though you came to kill
Rama, at the bidding of Khura, you are killed by Lakshmana
as a tiger is killed by a fawn. And Janakee has not been
carried away-by me who have been commanded by Ravana
to do so. This Rama whom I so desired was not taken to
the crest of Hemakoota for stealthy sport by me who took
tHg form of Janakee. Dut, on the other hand, having seen
vou full and having plunged me in tears, I have, with a dis-
graced heart, taken refuge in weeping itself. (T17eeps).

Jatu.—Child Lakshmana, did you hear this woman's
words? This sinner Viradha is a Rakshasa who came to
quell Rama but is himself killed.

, Lak.—And this Rakshasee, having been sent by Ravana
to carry away #he noble Janakee, ought to be mangled by me.
(Draws Lis sword).

¢« Ruma.—Look, look, Janakee! Tlaving her ears and
nose cut by Lakshmana’s sword, this Rakshasee, weeping
and crying aloud, is flying swiftly up the skies. And from
her breasts these drops of blood are falling like a thick flight
of locusts from a fresh mass of clouds. Therefore, in order
to bow to Sire Jatayu and to bless the victorious Lakehmana,
wo two shall descend this hill.

Sita.—As my lord desires. (Doth gel down).

Lak.~0, Sire, O, king of eagles, my brother is getting
down the hill with Sita. Therefore we shall go to the gate
of the arbor.

Jata.—As my child likes, (Comes round).

¢ Ruma.—My dear, as this region is full of ups and
downs, hold my band fast with yoursand come along without
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carefully observing wherp tharns lie and where pits occur.

Sita. —-My lord, Sire Jatayu and Lalshinana are enter-
ing the gate of the arbor. .,

Rama.—Do ngt cast thy mght at any other place. The
Path is all slushy. Therefore come by this way which isa
little round about. As we have to cross this torrent, lift up
your cloth a little above the kuees. ~As the water weeds are
allslanting, bend your head a little that they may not prick
your face. Take away, O Sita, the rim of your cloth that
has caught at the branch of pomegranate. (Sita does s0 and
Jollows Rama).

Jata.—Child Lakshmana, these trees which surround the
arbor, from which you carefully gather the flowers for the
sake of your brother, which are slowly reared with the water
poured fron: the pot held with the hands of Seeta, and which
are gmced by beautiful deer and the sporting peacocks all
around, afford delight to us.

Rama.—1I have fatigued you, Seeta, bye‘causing you to
come down the top of the hill, for, yourlotus-like face, with
the cheeks graced by the drops of sweet, is like untq the
image of the moon bearing the drops of nectar. Therefors
sit and recreate yourself for a while under the cool shade of
this terder mango-tree standing on the bank of the tank and
laden with flowers.

Sila.—My lord, we shall slowly go to the hut; for the
sire and Lakshmana will be awaiting our coming.

Rama.—Then we shall go this way where the wind
passing over the lilies waves its odors and scatters the drops
of water and the water-crows coo to the delight of the ears,
$0ioes ronnd and looks). O sire, O king of eagies, I, Rama,
prostratg unto you,

Jala.—Child, live long.

Sita,—Noble Sire, I bow to you.

Jutit,~Child, be the mother of brave children,
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*  Rama.—(Embracing Lakskmana). By good luck I see

you victorious, ,

Lak—All by the grace of our sire, the king of the
eagles,

Jata —Did you notice the victory of Iakshmana? .

Rama.~From the top of the hill we two pbserved evory-
_thing.
‘" Sila—Be we did not know the names and abode of
that Rakshsa gad that Rakshasee.

Jatn.—1lere are fourteen thousand Rakshasas whose
%ord js Khara who distresses the ascetics and so does this
Viradha in another place (in the same region). And sheis-
3 Rakshasee, by name Soorpanakha and is the sister of Khara.

Rama.—1t was surely Viradha whom Lakshmana killed.
(Looks ‘at Lakshmana with love and pride.  Lakshonana sits
with Iis face bent down),

Jata.—Even so,

Puma—Thep it is my portion to kill all the others,

Juta.—At sight of the deformity of Soorpanalha, Khara
1is sure to be provoked and to come upon you, my darling,
with his army.

Ruma.—{1n exullation), What harm will come of it ?

Juln.—1I desive now to get up the hill of Kunjavan and
refresh myself there,

® Ruma.—As you may desire,
Jata.—Hereafter you should be carefl ul, my darling,

(Bekind the Scenes).

Having consoled Soorpanakha who came andwfell en the
Lround, crying at the top of her voice, With a face deformed®
and shedding tears, Khara grew wroth and has startgd with
all his fighting wen to fight with Rama; therefore those of
the Belestials who are of my mind may go to the battle and
Bée it
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Lak.~This is the speech of Narada, the son of Brahma,
who is fond of quarrzﬂs Therefore we should be prepareds

Rama.—I am already prepared, as 1 sa.xd in the presence
of gire Jatayu that it is my portion to kill I\hm'a and his army.
Dear brother, lead Janakee thegefore and enter the hut.

Sita.—My lord, pleace be careful.

Rama.—Why shonld you fear ?

Lal.—As you desire. (Erit with Sita).

" (Behind the Seenes).

0, men of my army, hearing arms in youy hands, sur-
round the prince, the glory of the raca of Tkshwaku, who i3
ip the garb of a saze, with his wife and his brother. '

Rama.—{ Laushing with joy). What, it is Khara himself
who has come up.

Oh, you vile R:kshasa, of wicked sou!, stands stand!
(Pats on his shiell, takes up the bow, the arccocs and quiver
and comes round). 0, Khara, T shall with my arrows kill
you, who are proud, with all thy four-sorted armies, in battle,
and please the whole crowd of birds, there by deliglking
those—the sages—the bones of whose bodies, eaten by you,
I’ shining white in the forest and who bore with patience
the wicked deeds you did because they would preserve their
austerity. (Bat),

(Here ends the Fifth Acl).
ACT VL.
Iuterlude.
Enler Anata.
Ana.—(looking tn front). Here comes Ssmpathi,

miuistgr to my father.
Enter Samrarar,

Sam, —She thaf comes here is Anala, the danghter of ®
our mastdr, young Vibheeshana. (4pproacking) Child Analay
where do you come from?

4na.—From the house of Vidyntjihwa.
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Sam.—~What business have yon there?

Ana.—Please listen, noble mmnter There is o sister
of the mighty Kipg of Lanka by nasnie boorpanaklm

Sam.—(Lavghing) Say aunt; She desired to have
Rama and got deformed by Lakshmana: at her word,
Khara went with his army to fight but fell like a moth intos
the fire of Rama’s prowess,

Ana. ——When T was with Mayavati, the wife of Vidyut-
jihwa, she came thero and, being qnestxoned abont the
reason of hermose being cut, she told a story in which she
described the posture of Rama to be thus and thus.

*Sam.—What then ?

Ana.—Then the picture of Rama, which had already
been brought by Vidyutjihwa, was put into my hands.

Sam,—What then ?

Ana.—Then Mayavati asked me to give back the picture
of Rama that she niiht look at it.

Sam.—What then ?

Ana.—Theft I gave bach that picture to Mayavati and
came anay.

Suwm.—Why was that picture put into your hands?

Ana.—That was the picture drawn by Janakee betore
the marriage ; and now, for the consolation of Janakee who
has long been away from her husband, I brought it and was
shawving it to her so long.

Sam.—(Reflecting) A wonder! a wonder! On account
of the king who desired to carry away Seeta, Marcecha who
assumed the form of a deer was killed and so was Jatayu the
lord of the eagles and the son of (jarudu’s brother. How is
Seeta to be comforted herenfter? &he who has bestowe(l
tompanionship on you through long acqnamtunce.

" Ana.—Owing to want of conaolation hereaftef I fear
that Janaki may not live. (In Sanshril) This Seeta, wetting
her breasts with tears resembling the pearle fallen from o
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«oose garland, and rubbing her lotus-like eyes with the ends
of her soiled cloth, has been gpending seven months under the
Mmeupa tree often lookiig at the figure-of her dear husband
in the picture, :

Sum.—Since fhe death of Vali, my master Vibheeshana
and the other ministers have been of opinion that the giving
back of Seeta will alone be for the good.

Ana.—What! did Rama kill even Vali who conquered
thg mighty lord of Lanka ?

Suam.—Yes.

Ana.—What does the Mxharajah intend doing ?

Sam.—Who among the ministers is able to gnide the
mizhity king? For the lord of the Rakshasas, with his
mind constantly fixed on the daughter of Janaka,’does not
come out of the inner apartments, having his bed made of
the flowers brought by the wind from the garlen of Indra
and his garland made of the lotus-stalks given by Varuna.
Therefore, the ministers, who are unable to 1apeesent hy word
of mouth the fact of the death of Vali to Ravana who i3 not
aware of the approach of his powerful enemy, who has not
consulted his counsellors and who has not done what otght
to be done, caused Sukra to compose a play relating the story
of Rama, in order to show it to the lord of Lanka.

Ana.~Tell me where it begins and where it ends.

Sam.—From Rama’s search for Seeta to the killing®of
Vali.

Ane —What then ?

Sum.~Then, a servant who attends upon the Maharajah
and mques about in the Zenana requested the Maharajah to
ntend the play. The king who heard it has fortunately
gone with hie sporting companion, Mahaparswa, to the
music hall to see the play which is to be enacted by the
Apsara girls.

Ana.—Where did you start for ?
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Sum.~My master, Vibheeshana, sent'me, at the request
of all the ministers, to fetch the Apsara girls and the actors
to the preser.ce of the king.

Ana.~If 5o, as Janaki cannot now look at the figure
of her lord in the picture, let her console her griefs bys
noticing what happens to her lord through the person who
'enacts his varg,

Sam.—Lgt it be so. But sho must see, hiding herseif
by virlue of the magic art. What is the plan for that?

Ana.—There is a plan for that.
Sam —Of what nature is that ?

Ana.—T have in my hand a pair of jewelled bracelels,
set with the stone that causes blindness to the Rakshasas
and given to me by Mayavati the wife of Vidyntjihwa, I
slmll.\\'ear one of them and put the othet on Janakee's hand,
and we shall be#h attend in hiding.

Swun.—T have already heard of this pair of brace'ets,
that®il was first given by Kousikato Janakee, and Saranh
who got it a3 a present gave it to the king, And it was by
him put in the custody of Vidyutjihwa.

Ana.—Now, execute the orders of your master. And
I shall take the ascetic Janakee to the music hall for the
diversion of her mind. (Bxeunl

HERE ENDS THE INTERLUDE.
Inter DasaNaNa with Maumararswa.

Das —Mabaparswa, why do the ministers compal me to
see this play ?

Maha~For the diversion of my master whe is much
trqubled by veing burnt for love of Janakee.

Das.—Let it be, Let the actors play then.
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THE PLAY WITHIN A PLAY.

s Eufer onc of the actors.

Aclor.—~Victorious be' Love, the chief instrument of the
happiness, of lovers and of the grief in their parting! he, to
ward off whose arrqys from hi§ person the creaceut-crested
f#iva bears a girl on his head.

Das.—This it true.

Actor—(AL the end of the benedic/iony With the adver
of autumn, the peacock, not seeing the mass of %lowls in the
sky, pines for grief and wanders, alas! in the weod.

Das.—This suggests the story of the Kshatriva lad who
kns not been able to see Seeta who was taken away by me

Maha.—1 also think so.

(Delind the Scenes).

Alus'—Dear Lakshmana, searching for Seeta 1 see the
cottage empty.

Actor.—Let this be seen by the mighty king of Lanka.
With Dhritachee who bears tha form of lakshmana enters
Punjikasthala on the stage with the form of Reema devoted to
the scarch for Seeta (£

o’ HFgE ENDPS THE PROLUGUE.

Das.—The play has hevun well. 1 shall see what Rama
is to do, without seving Seeta,

Enter Stra awith one hand decked with a bracelet, and
Axara,

Nite.—=Dear Anala, I have no liking to see this play as
I am helpless and grieving at the captivity to which Iam
reduced in this forest of a Zenana by this king of the Rak-
shasas.  But I rejuice that it is the narration of the story of
my lordy

*  Ana.—Then, weoshall sitin the middle of this music
hall and Jpoi.

Site.—(With fear) Dear companion, this king of the

, Rakshasas—ths dvendfal sinner who takes away the wiféof
another—is seen bifure me. ‘
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Ana —What if 7 We two may fearlessly sit here as wo
wear the bracelet set with the stone that makes Rakshasas
blind. And our talk cannot be heard by him sitting in
front.  And we may not also hear what he says.

Sita.—The present I gave to the Ralshasa who came in
the disguise of a Rishi from Ayodhya is now of use to myself.

Ana —A wonder, a wonder! What shall I say of the

"Mé‘lury of the great sage > I am not able to s2e you. Tam
absolutely blind and can only feel you by the touch. !

Site.—You cannot be seen alse by another Rakshasa,
ds you have also worn a bracelet on your hand.

‘ Ana.—You should say I cannot see myself, as I cannce
see myself.

Sila —What may we be to the Apsara girls who have
come to play.

Ana.—Let them see ; what harm ?

Enter Rava followed by LAKSHMaNA.

Tema.—u anvicty) My heart burns for grief at the
sight of the empty cottage.

Dus.—~(In joiy) Let it burn, let it burn.

Sile.—(With tears) This is the nature of his friendship
to me. How then may my lord brovk to see the cottage
without me ?

Lak—~Yut an end to your grief.  She might have gona
to"the arbour Dy the side of the hill to see the peacocks
playing.

Dus.—(Laughing) He does not know that she was taken
away by me.

Stla.—Alas! this could not be! this is & way adcpted by
Lakshmana to console his brother.

Rama.—Dear brother, she will never go there without
me,

Das.—This might happen through fear even; not merely
out of love. ’
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Sita,—This is.correct; for nothing pleases me when net
in his presence.,

Lak.—Or might she have gone to the I‘z:nnaga forest to
gather flawers for the worshipof the deity ?

Rama.—Theneyou may search for her.

Luk.—So shall I (Cpinez round).

Dus.—She has gone to the Asoka forest, pot to the
Punnaga grove. ‘""

Sila.—~This happeaed early that day. Friend Anala,
brmging that sitvation to mind, I become. uucomcwns
through grief.  Not seeing m lord but looking at the Len-
Neaded demon I shook like the phutnn tree hefore the wind.

Ana,—VFriend Janakee, as ;on area good Kshatrya
woman, vou had courage on that accasion.

Site —No, no; but it was through the virtue of the
sacted cloth and sandal given to me by Anasuya the wife of
thesgreat sage Athei.

Ana.—Just so.

Rama—Oh dear Janakee, where are you ?

Situ—(In awxicly). My lord should have cried out thns
at that time.

It rue—Alas, alas! Not seeing the daughter of Janakee,
this pet parot, is coming round and round in its cage with
heavy eyes of griet and erying in a feeble voice,

1)us.—This is probable.

Situ—(Wringing ker hands with pity).  Anala, the pet
parrot named Subudhi will surely die at this moment.

Ana.—1Iriend, cease grieving. What can be done if
God hqg so ordained ?

Ramu—Alas, Okalas ! Confusedly searching for Janakee, o
this yougg of the elephant wanders here near the cottage—
the elephant whose trunk is shaking and to whom she with a
smiling look had been giving the tender leaves of the Saltki
tree.
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Das.—What is this to Janakes. There are many of this
sort in wy house it she only deriree for them,

Sita—(With pity). My child Kalamegha 1 am here.
(Slops in the middle) Anala, is this not o play ?

Ana.—Friend Janakee, by the tie of friendship that in-
fant elephant appears to you in tyuth,

Ruma—The pet pea-cock often enters the hut and peeps
at the door as if it searched for Janaki. ¢

Des ~What else may it do after I have taken Sita away
here in my rage?

. Sitn—0 yvou beantiful peacock named Saubwldhi. boforve
I should have given you food and drink and satisfied your
hunger on that day I was taken away by the Rikshasa. O
curse! Having cearched for my unhappy selt for a long
time and not finding me he must have certainly died with
‘open mouths and outstretched legs.  (Swoons).

Awe.—{Tv herself, afler feeling wilh her hands in fear)
She has swooyed.  Iriend, take heatt, take heart.

Silu—(Talking couraye) Anala, the creator has created
me tfor such grief.

Ruma—(Recollecting)  When with a desive to dvy her
hair, wet with the bath, that youthful damsel (Sita) would
shakeit with her twohands loosening the cloth over her breasts,
the pet peacock would dance near her for joy with his wings
sfread and stretched out and with a throat full of the cackle,

Dus.—That is but proper. Lor, seeing her biue locks
of bair even my mind dances as does the peacock at the
sight of the mass of clouds.

Sita—Anala, T am thus reminded by my lord, of the
sports of this peacock. (Sheds fears).

Ana—When the peacock itself is dead, what is the
use of talking about his sports ?

¢ Rama—0O my dear, with handsome hair— (swcons).
Das—(With erullation). Let this fainting of his be
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without end; for then, Janaki, abandoning hér love for him‘
will ascend my bed.

Site—Anala, my lord came to thisatatd for mY sake.
Oa the other hand I have become diamond-hearted like this.

‘1II(Z ‘—‘1 llt,ll(l 'l"a}xee, Jou v yery oiten prungeu il
Rvoons tor him and got up with difficulty, How then are
you of a diamondheart.

-
Lde —(Approneling). Brother, take heart take heart.
Die.—What ! this dawned Lakshmana encourages him
and wakes him up.

Sili—By gool lack he was brought to consciousness
h Lak-hmma,

Roan—={Phekdng rorpanc). Was Janaki seen by my

v

brother in the Fesaaye grove

Lokeo—{Tu Ziwseld, What shiall Tsay to my noble Lrother 2
Or let it betthas, (Al 1) Noble brotlier, please hear. That
noble laly, the danghter of the King of the Videbas, gwas
searched for by me in the Punuwa grow';. from there I

g

and I went aleo to this torest strenm full of lotus budseand
blossuas and containing loose sands on which the traces of
the foot of fat Chakravaka birds are zeen.

weat to the mango grove where rows of bees are humming,
N )

R a— (Wit goier) Was mot Janaki :“en? (Breathing
heavily.) In my heart glows the fire of grief, and therefare
my heart-strings break; dear wite, thou art not scen anywhere;
what shall 1 do?

Das.—(Da that). Which is proper of one separated
from a ¢haste wife and which shall be to the pleasure of the
igrd of Lanka.

Sita—Friend Anala, my lord suffers thus without seeing
me.  As the Ralkshasa has carried me away 1 am also suffer-
ng in my lord’s abseuce. Such has been the fate of us two.
Fuints).

10
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. Ana.~Take heart, take heart. Yow will in a short time
be in the company of that son, of Raghu who is the one
warriof of the tree worlds. o
Sita—(Taking iowrage).  Anala, it is doubtfpl if my
lord lives till that time. ' .
Ana.—Friend, all the story will be understood from the
play.
" Lak~—Dear brother, take courage, let s search the
other parts algo of this forest region. :

Rama—(Looking in front). This tender Vakula tree
with its shower-like sheddings of ode:ous flowers blown by.
the dull south wind «is a witness to the amorous sports 0f
Janaki and mygelf, ’

Daa—What next ?

Sita—This word which reminds me of the past breaks
my heart.

Rama—T shall go near it and question it out of love it
Sita wis seen ey it, where she went and what she said; and
it will tell me,

. Das,—(With anger) O you wicked tree, if you but tell
lim where she is, [ shall cut you with this sword.

Muha.—(To himself, Rama appears to be mad foff love
of Janakee ; and this Ravana too for desire of her. (Alvwd)
OFking, this tree is senseless ; and this is a play.

‘Das.~1 did not then think of it, being dull-headed.

Sita—As my lord is mad of love he asked this trec. It
would appear that his love to me was injurious.

Rama—This tree, regardiess of my love, does n- tspeak
Let it be ; what of this. () mountain, ;ou tell me where (I
Janaki has gone; if you do not tell, I shall rednce you tc
ashes by iy arrows ; and the storm, not being able to dispiay
hjs power over you and jealous of you for a long time, wil
scatter you in all diregtions. o
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Das.~What! will this mountain say aught of Sitg
remembering ag it does the blow I dealt witbh my hand hard
as the thunderbolt ?

Ruma-—Whnt' this does not moves Lot it be, T shall
question the stream of the forést. O brook that lies on the
lp of this mountmu did you see her who delighted to rest on
my lap, who, like you, ltd eyes like a full-blown lotus,
whose breasts were beantiful like the Chakravaka birds agd.
whose blue locks, lilke a row of bees, wore #n extremely
spfendid beauty ?

Das.—Thizs too will not speak for fear of me.

ama—What! this too dloes not speak, like a sensabess
rorm.

Sila— (With siyh arnd thinking) Who then is to tell my
lord that I was taken away by the Rakshasa ? On® hearing
which he would make me get over the sea of grief.

Ana.—Friend, let us see what follows.

Lak.—{To himself) My noble brother appears tg he
possessed nf wmadness, Alas! What is the way*of prondence'
(Ajowl) Noble brother, what is this? Pick up your natural
churage and steady your soul. Also ses towards the squth,
the young deer whom the noble daughter of Videha fed daily
witlrthe tender grass; they are looking to the south with
eves full of tears as if to show to us whither she went.

Dus.—(With anger) These little deer ought cortmnly to
be killed. {Draws kis sword).

Muaha.—O king, thisis a play : therefore cease your con-
fusion.

Sita—-(TVith tears and love) My darling children are the
first togshow to my lord where I went.

Rama—Then we shall extend our search southwards.
(Comes gound). Lok here! those same Jessamine flowers
which to-day I bestowed upon the locks of that danghter of
Videha—those same flowers are fallen on the ground and%re
surrounded by the bees which drink their Loney.
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¢ Lak.~These. must have fallen from Vaidehi’s locks of

hair as she was be'ing corried away by somebedy,
Das—Alas? alas! the hasts”with which I carried her

away caused this carelessness.

Sita— (Refreshed) This is a good sign that I was carried
away to the haunts of the Rakshasas, '

Rama—{Going « ferr steps) Brother Lakshmana, what is
wnis?  Whose charioteer is this who has fallen down on the
earth? Whose mules are these which, with demenish locks
are yoked to‘the chariot and struck by the club? Whose is
this broken car? Whose is this broken crown? Whose is
this tattered bow? and whose are these ten stont handy
which lie broken, but bedecked with golden bracelets ?

Lak—(Surprised) Noble brother, this I perceive—that
on account of Janaki a fight has taken place between two
warriors.

Das,—(With anger) Well did 1 punish that siuner Jatayu
by tvhem hindrance was caused to my carrying away of
Janakee. ’

Sita—0 sire, O king of hirds, although yeu protecied
my tnlucky self, you did not get the fruit of vour virtues,

Ana.—TIt is reported in all the three worlds that Ryvana
iz powerful.  What may we do therefore ?

Duma—Brother Lakshwana, the Low ! the Low ! (Coners
vofond 1n hasle). ’

Lal—Why does my mnoble lord ask me now withaut
canse ?  (Lullows).

Muha.—This man with his fretful brows, his tereit lo
face and his throat, filled with a thundrous vdice, looks as if
be would burn the three worlds, ) .

Dus.—(1n confusion) Then I should be yre;ared to fizht
with this person. But what is tho honor of (ighting this
coward?  (Gels up).

Maluw.—O king, this is a play. Therelore please sit,

¢
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Silu—Why does he fret?

Ranm—ll.ere lies in our path a cert&n Rakshasa wifh
the form of a bud, stoat as 2 mountain agd b.reathing'heavi!)’,
closing his eyes in lappiness, his Dody bleeding, having
eaten uf Janaki as an elephatit eats the lotus-stalks. Tlere-
Jfore T shall kil hitn,

Das.—{ Vit anger) By which Rikshasa was my dear
Secta devoured ? On whose neck shouid my terriblo S\'.‘g}‘d;
Sall?

Malha.—Hasit been forgotten by my masfer that she is
kent captive in the Asoka grove? )

Silu—1 have not heen devonred by any Rakshasa.  Bat'

or the purpass of suffring the grief of separation from my
lord 1 am endwing my lite.

Loale.—(Lovking v f2041) Nobla hrother, ceaseyour eon-
fusion.  This appears to be the sive Jatayu.

(Delcied the Nevars).

Doar Ramabhadra, attempting to relieve Sita who was
Being ceried away by the Rakshasa I, Jatagw, wastlan by
him ; do not vou also slay me again,

Dias.—(Listeatng) How did this old vulture retajn his
life till the arrival of these two princes? I left him with
the belief that having lost his lite he wculd not tell the
princes of my action.

Nila —(In joy) What! though hurt by the king of the
Rakehasas, the sire Jatayu is living and has told my noble
lord and his brother that 1 was carried away. (I?Q}l;*c!e‘n:.-)
But why does my noble lord delay so long in coming to my
rescue ?

Ana.—We shall see everything in the play.

Lak —(Approvadiing in haste) O sive, O king of birds,
how did you come to this state ?

Rasa—Noble sire, speak if you can. That Rakshasa—
whose son i8 he, what is his name, where does he dwell, what
is his might an® why was Seeta carried away (by hiwm) ?



114

Das.—(With courage) Let this wicked bird narrate
everything ; why thould the lord of Lanka fear ?

Sz't'a—(]n &atxie'zy.) I am afraid that this person may not
be ablé to say anythitig because his body has been hurt by
the arrows of Ravana.

(Behind the Sgenes).
P Child Rama, my mind reels, speech falters and my eyes
cannot see,
Das.—1 am pleased, I am pleased.
Sltd-—(”’&lh pity.) Sire, king of birds, you have come
‘to tlns state on my account.
Rama—-Sire, take a little courage and say on.

(Behind the Scenes).

What hall I say ! By the exercise ot his magic he i3
carrying away your wife.

Das—(IVith pride) Will the lord of Lanka leave, wroth
at the killing of his relations ?

Sita—My noble lord, my dear Lakshmana, it is not
known to you two that this helpless Janaki was by the
Rakshasa—Anala, seeing this fellow, I am suddenly caughtin
a terror and have begun to say what 1 alveady said,

Ana.—I1t is so.

Rama—This wicked Rakshasa would not carry ler in
Rafna’s presence.

Lak.—(With rage and pride) Even sire Jatayu, with
broken limbs, says that the noble daughter of Videha was
carried away by him ; if he had not taken her away in secret
like a thief, would I have not cut him to pieces wjth my
sword ?

Das.—~(Smiling) In accomplishing his purposes and in
order to cause sorrow to his enemies what elee would o skil-
ful inan do than to break the life part of them ?

Rama~Sire, tell further.
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(Behind the Scencs).

That mulairta (period) jvas vinda, an! the property lost
in that muhurta is easy & recovery.

Dag.~ (With rage) Thopgh wises I did not know this
then. Let it be;,I chall at the right time set right God’s
work by man's exertion,

Sita—Willthis too Rappen to my unlucky self ?

Luk.—If is not known who that Rakshasa is ; how thene
‘nay the lost thing be recovered ?

Llwma—Sire, pray, answer my uestion.

(Belind the Scenes).

Child, T shall tell everything; listen. He is the son of
the sage Visravas. Hiz name is Ravana in all the three
worids,

Dus.—What ! my name has been revealed to this Kshat-
nya boy by this wivked valture. (Breathing heavily) Alas!
theugh I broke hi wings and his legs with my sword in the
fight, why did I not cut the throat of this bi.rd ?

Sila—{(Reflocting and breathing) What is the use of the
afero name ?  How is my noble lord to know that I have
bean carrivd away to the island of Lanka by him ?

Ruaina—Sire, tell the rest also.

Lak.—(Choked with tears) Alas! deprived of wings and
lega, sire Jatayu is grovelling on the ground with his mouth
wide open anl vomitting blood with flsh and his ®yes
whirling ag if he would give up his life,

Rama—(In anxiety) What! without telling what re-
mains to be told, sire Jatayu quits his life. (dpproaching) O
sire, {) friend of father Dasaratha, who dwelt in Panchavati
and rendered help se as to be praised by all, O elder brother,
of Garuda, the light to the family, the ocean of sorrow caused
by our exile from the kingdom, by our father'’s death, by
daily living in this dreary forest and by the absence of Seeta,
is made greater®by your death. .
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Maha.—O liin;.;, you alone avo the causg of all this sorrow.

Das.—Does nde my minister, know this ?

Maha.—DPlease say.

Das.—Greater even than the fall of Subahu, Mareecha
and Karala and greater thats the killing of Trisiras and
Khara is my sorrow caused by Lakshmana's mangling of my.
sister, (Iith rage) Therefore Sobrpanakha shall drink of
&= blood that shall flow from the throats of Ramaand
Lakshmana wao shall bs cut with my swotd pxeaenﬂ\
(Gets up wilh §is srrord drawen).

Medin —O king, this is a play.  (Steps Lim).

Rita—(In grief) Alas? sive Jatayu has breathed his lnst’
after merely mentioning about my being taken away and
that the person’s name was Raivana, Bat he did not say that
he dwelt in the city of Lanka, What shall 1 then do, O un-
happy selt'!

L..—Noble brother, thisis not the time for grief; the
place_where the enemy dweils ought to be gone to, :

R o—(In ®anger) Wherever he may roam carrying
Janaki, be it in the town of Vasuki fin the nether regions) e
in th@abods of Indrs or by the abode of Siva, this arrcw let
go from my bow shall catch that Rakshasa as certainly as the
eagle seizes tho serpent to eat,

Das.—(Witk jealvwsuy Oh! oh! proud Kshatriya lad
why do you prattle in vain ? Do you not know of the prow-
ess of the ford of Lanka who wmade Indra and the guardiang
of the earth tremble ?

Sita—(With joy) Why does my noble lerd delay so
long ? (In grief) Friend Anala, this is only a play ; therefore
this wretched Rakshasa sorcerer must hgve fr nghtenufl thate
great lord who knows not his tricks.

Ana.—Wait a little, we shall see further.

eLak.—Noble brother, bo graceful. If, while sitting
bere, you throw your arrpw at this moment, *it will but kill
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him who is fuli 0!"sins; endeavour to kif him with all ks
friends and redations .'md his fonr-fold ar nes otherwi-e we
shall not be avenyed on’our enemy. Ag’un, if an arrow be
aimed 89 as to rid the world of the Imkshasas, it may kill
also the women and childret and the innocent; and that
will not become my lord who is the refuze of fhe helpless,

Dis—Did*my mini¥ter hear the words of this wicked
fellow ? .

Mula.-—Lat him be thinking so.  What Barm is ir to ns ?

Dus.—THe does not know my prowess; lence this fool
hoasts thus. T shall buru these two with my fiery a:fows asg
I would burn two elephants with a fire-brand.

Sita—Dear Lakshmana, you spcke right ; this punish.
ment befits cuch a sinful Rakshasa,

Dona—Then what shall we do ?

L. —Wo shall go southwards to find out the where-
ab.onts ofothe noble lady.

Hwma—Then take the sire Jatayu to the banks ¢f the
monntain stream and perform his obseguies®

Lak.—As wy noble brether commands. (Faif,

Lmia—{Becolleeting) Thinking of the sweet wo®ls of
my wife and her sports here in this forest, my heart is beiny

burnt as by the fire at the delnge.  (Cviaes rodud, ve m:tuey

3
{he same),
(Pelind the Seeacs).

As T am returning alter having cremated sire Jatayu on
the banks of the hill-stream as ordained by the Shastras, this
tellow is drageing me and all the b2ings in the forest,

Jpraia—What! Lakshmana is erying ! (In dismay. Dear

wbrother, who is thag that drags you also, .

Mefra.—1 think that, according to master’s bidding,
Iakshmana is being dragged by Danukabandhia who is in tbe
forest.

Dis.—~That is probable, (TFith jey) Let bim drag and eat.
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Sita—(1n anvjety) Who is it that arags Lakshmana ?
(Lalzhmana dehind the Scenes)

A wonder! Heve is a huge trunk-like body with hands as
stout and long as the manthara mount with which the milky
ocean was churned, and with ervible eyes and face on the
stomach.

Ruma—Alas! for danger! I shall thereiore get near.

1 (Behind the Scenes)

Who are you that look like a prince ? By good luck,
indeed, have rou become my prey.

Eama—(Hears and comes round quickly and looks)
Whet! Dear Lakshmaua has killed this Rakshasa. And
now, on the fall of the Rakshasa whose two arms, one yojana
in length, were cut by the sword and who, trunk-like, let
blood from his shoulder-joints, this Lakshmana comes toward:
me with drops of blood all over his body looking as if he was
decorated with the powder of saffron left from the breasts of
the goddess of victory (as she embraced him.)

Dad—(IWith grief and dismay) What! even that Danuka-
bandho hes been killed by that warrior-boy,~—he who was
placeg by me in the middle of the forest-region for the
killing of the two vouths,

Sila~— (With joy) By good luck have you been released
from the jaws of death.

I.fer LAKSHMANA.

Lak.—(Looking at the sky) What does the voice in the
sky eay to my brother ? ¢ Ramabhadrs, listen ; 1 shall tell
you that act by which you may recover Janaki and conquer
your enemy.”” (Ruma listens with attention).

Lak.—~What does it say besides? * Go to Sugriva, the
monkey king who lives on the top of Rishyamooka mountain
with his four ministers and form his friendship ; and if you will

give him the kingdom of his elder brother Vali, you will have
nccdmphshed yoor ends: Moreover, by the curse of sage
bthoolasiras T became o Rakehasa ; thetefore my word is a
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retmrn for the salvation granted to e by you.” What! o
says Kabandhg himeelf wha has haecoma Hivine aftar giving
up his body.

Dug.—(With jealousy) What! evén Danukabandha has
given up my side,and gone o¥er to the other sxde

Maha.—As long as he was in the bonds of his body he ®
did not do so, c'»rta.inly

Sita—By good luck, the Rikshasi, who quitted” his®
body, did a service (to me).

Das.—This is not possible, that is, to establish Sugriva
on the throne of Vali. TFor, thongh he be the conqderor of *

Parasurama, Trisiras, Khara and Dooshana, he cannot® con-
‘quer the invincible Vali. That is why iy ministers have
determined to incite Vali for the purpose of killing these
princes, Look here! In one moment he compasses the
Kastern, the Southern and the Western seas and offers to the
sun the three oblations of water at twilight; having fought
with and killed Dundubhi who was like a mountain, he flung
him a yojana with bis hands; and it has cete to be reputed
by all beings that there is none equal to bhim in power.

© Muka.—(To himselfy All talk of his victory endg with®

Vali. 1 do not know what he will do when Vali’s death is
accomplished.  (dlvwl) O king, it is so.

Rama—(Looking al the sky) We two are blessed by
you, sir. Therefore you may now go to the celestial regions
as you may desire, What do you again say? “ Start to
Rishyamooka by way of the path on the bank of the Pampa
river.”  We shall do so. (Both come round).

Dus.—(In doubt) Mahaparswa, what! will there bo
friengship between Sugreeva and this man who has put on
» the fulse guise of ssage?

Mgha.—This is not probable.

Das.—(Taking courage) Let there be & thonsand Supree-
vas, let there be a thousand Raghavas; it is not pos:ible to
defeat Vali, the ocean of prowess.
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Maha.—(To lymself) Su ignorart is the master. When
the king is a fool v.hat can the ministers do? (dlowl) Every-
thing wiil becosie clgar in the play.

Sita—( [.'0covllecli:,g_//) As this Rakshasa was carying me
acrass the sky I who was in his grasp saw five monkeys on
the top of the mountain,  Was Sugreeva one of them ?

A —Why did you not take vefuge under one of them?

Sitn—~How zould that be done ? The Rakshasa was leap-
ing with me in his hold aud with a speed exeelling that of
the wind, .

],l];,-—-(]’o[,::[fu_r,’ i fl'(mi) This i3 the river 1’:1.!11)){1‘
Nolde lord, we shall walk along the path by this river's <ide
which is made cool by the honey flowing from the Mandaw
flowers trodden under foot Ly the deery on both sides of it
ave mangy, jack and arcea trees which give it shade and
ward off the sun ; and the wind blows wafted with the odor
of the Punnaga trees.

Due—The forest on the banks of the Pampais really
charming. .

Sita—(In anrioly) Anala, at the sight of this Pampa
river, I do not know how my lord felt. )

Aut, ~-Evervthing will he known from this play.

Rama—(Lovking) In this Pampa river the elephant
plucks the lotus-stalks and gives them to his mate and
satigfiss ler and then sucks the water with his tiunk.
(Reflestingy I do not know how Janakee lives without me.
(S/wd# ld'rl'l'S)

Das.— As long as she has the favour of the lord of Lanka,
she lives well-protected by the Rakshasecs.

o Sita—(Weeping) Anala, the fact tha 1 am in a living
condition even in the ahsence of my lord is indeed an arrow
that pierces my heart, ‘
«Rama—(Wiping his tears) Disturbed by the blowing of
the wings of the swans.as they cover their mates, the bees
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B . .
fly up from the lotases leaving the rowslof lotus-stalks %o
shake. Oh, denr Janaki! (Fuinis).
Das.—(In doulbt) 'l‘hsugh fainting. will'ha oot nn e s
+ this fainting to end in death 4
Sitn.—Alas! &rucl fortune hasshown me obherwise to
.my lord in distregs. (yrievss).
Tk, —-Noble brother, take heart. When the thief™ ig
known and hi$ name and the means of conquering him, why
, shbuld you fear when the injury is easily redesmed, or whv
be anxious at all?
‘ Ram.—(Plucking courage) Dear brother, how far yet
i} Rishyamooka ?
Ll —Noble brother, here, close by, comes a mendicant
whom I shall question about it.
uler MENDICANT.

+» Mea.—2In the guise of a mendicant I am come to thoss
two princes.

Das.—Is it Vali himself whom I have incited to kiil these
whi®Tias thus come in the guise of a mendicant ?

Sita.—Anala, O, owe the day '

Anwa.—Why do you fear for no reason ?

Siti.—As that Rakshasa, in the disguise of a mendicant,
stole me away, so I think this fellow is come to kill my lopd
through sorcery.

Ana.—Ts this not 2 play? We shall see further on.
Now, cease your anxiety.

Lak.—Worshipful mendicant, do you know Rishyamooka
Mount yhere Sugreeva lives with his four ministers ?

®  Men.—(To Imsefl) Are these sernt by Vali to kill Sug. '
veeva, soadng that he himself canunot go to Rishyamooka ?
It was with that suspicion that my master sent me to make
enquity. Or it gay not be so; for my mind feels delight
g‘n their presence). (d4loud) Mere ia Rishyanyooka, the
1
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wountain king, whose crest is the mass of clouds, whose
shield is the forest and whose sword is the torrent. But who
are you? T

Das.—(To himsilf) This is not Vali. (4lvud) Maha-
parswa, do you not know that one of these two deformed
Soorpanakha’s face.

Sita.—(To Lerself) This person with'the form of a
mendicant is not a Rakshasa. (Jloud) Anala, how does this
man fail to know that one of these is an Apzara girl assuming
the form of the husband of unlucky Janakes and the other
has assumed that of her brother-in-law ?

“ Luk.—That is Rama, the son of Dasaratha, and I am hiy
younger brother Lakshmana. His wife—Oh, what shail
ITeay? ,

Mea.—Enough; T have heard further—that Seeta was
carried away by Ravana.

Lol.—And in this circumstance Sugreeva is our refuge.

M-n.—1 am his minister, by name Hanuman. Now
therefore, please bear, my lord, the light to the solar race.
is wife has been carried away by Vali. If you will kil! him
and give her Dback, he too will kill Ravana with all his host
and give you your wife. Tor then he will command the
croves of armies in the kingdom of his elder brother.

Dus.—(1a anger) What does this damued mendicant
s#y? Where is my sword 2 Ishall first kill this mendicant,
and I shall afterwards kill Sugreeva, who is in Rishyamooka,
with all his ministers. (Reflecting) Why should 1 be confused
for norezson ? Vali has been sent for the killing of the
Kshatriya lad ; ke will kill also these who are his friends,

Maha.—My master spoke correct]y. R
Situ—(Wilh joy) As he is of a good dxsposmon, he shows
how one should behave towards another.
¢ Ilama—So beit. Therefore we shall go to Rishyamooka,

(Al come razmd}.
\
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Rama—Whab is this? Here is a hesp of bones likes
high hill obstructing the wag !

Ianuman.—These ‘are the remats wf the bones of
])undnb} whom Vali killed al;(n cast awhy. '

Ruma.—Then I shall throw it away to allow, us to go.
(Throuws).

Lak. —(S‘uzpme") What' my noble brother throwsqthe
mountain of bones to a distance of ten Yojanag with the little
tigger of his foot.

Hanw.—("l'o himself) This prince is of mi;hty prowess!
(<Hond) My lord, at the end of the fight between the twg, the
‘;ing of the monkeys threw him dead to a distance of only one

“ojana,

Rama.—(Lvoking in front). But whose hands ¥ere they
which made holes in the Sala trees standing here ?

Hunu..—'l‘hey were Vali’s only.

* Lak—What! with a single arrow my brothep has

levelled all those trees to the ground all a ‘once with the
littlp finger of his foot imprinted on the earth!
* Hanw —(With joy) My lord, look, look ! This is Sugteera
the younger brother of Vali; he is getting down the top of
the hill with his ministers. I therefore think thus:—
the king of the monkeys comes down to make friendship
with your lordship, being assured of success over Vali throwgh
your power, for you cleared the way of the pile of Dundubee’s
bones by throwing them away with the little finger of your
foot, and levelled seven sala trees in sport, blowi g down the
hill and the regions belcw, with a single arrow, ' 7i:

Dos.—(WVith w on«lc) and rage) This person may also be
Sble to kill Vali, he who with the tip of his foot threw off the
heavy pik of the bones of Dundubi, the asura; he who with
a single arrow bored & whole row of s4la trees: he who Jdas
formed the desirgble friendship with the monkey son of the
gun. (Leflecting) Vali is the warrior ‘of warriorg and death
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even to Yana; ingbattle he will rain stones ; he cannot be
conquered by any}
Sitd.—By good luck my lord Las secured the {riendship
of a powerful person in a foreign place.
Rama.—He comes to me in this manner.
Enter SUGREEVA zozlhjolloue:s.

Sug.—(Surpriced) Those two who we feared were sent
" by Vah, those very two are being brought by Hanuman to
form friendship with me. .
I{umc.—-My lord, Sugreeva bows to you.
,Rama.—Welcome to my friend. (Einlraces.) )
Sug.—What can be more welcome to me than this that
1 happened to be the object on which you should bestow your
friandship ?
Ruma.—Friend, do you know Ravana the son of Visravas
and the cit; where he lives ?
Dus.—What answer does Sugriva give ? (hearlkens), .
“Buj.—1I do 1ot know anything.
Mala.—LEven Sugreeva does not know my master’s
positjon, "
Dus.—(Laughing) Let my minister hear me. Iaving
carricd away Janaki from Panchavati and having confined
her in my pleasure-garden, I prayed to Siva and got from
him the boon that though all beings know me even unto the
regions of the mount of Mahendra they should forget my
whereabouts ; therefore even theugh acquainted with me,
this younger brother of Vali has forgotten mo,
Sila.—Anala, even this monkey king does not know
anything of the lord of Lanka. Who then will tell my Jord
'that I am-confined in the Asoka forest fu the midst of Ruk-
shasees ? .
Ana.~—Hereafter why should you have this sort of
anxieties? Certainly, some servant of Sugreeva will come
here and see you and go and tell him.
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Sug.—But this scarf 'bundling up sowe ornaments w3d
dropped by my side by a pyincess who was being carried
across the sky by a RaksBasa. (Gives it)..

Rama—This cloth is certainly herse (Talkes it).

Das. —(In rame) This too’I did not know, coming along
bo swiftly that Janakee dropped this cloth.

Sita—Happily the searf 1 dropped was on that day
given unto the bands of my lord,

Rama—(To Limself, with juy and sorron) This is hers for
certain ; the cloth which bear the maiks of the .\[zx‘.:m'ﬂ;a. leaf
drawn with the musk on my wife’s pot-hke breasts, which
first showed to me the hard, high and small breasts of my
wife, which when [ pulled it made my wife twitch her brows
in anger, and which once my wife waved with its lsorders to
fan me.

Das.—This grief of the king’s son is indeed great. (T17iih
wonder) Bl it does not take the life out of him.

Situ—(In anxicly) Seeing wy cloth without ‘me’how
will my lord be consoled ?

Rama—{Alond) I should lnok at my wife’s ornangnts.
(Unties the cloth). (To himself in lours, looking at the ornaments)
This is my wife's garland marked with the sandal daubed on
her pot-like breasts ; these certainly are the anklets which
display her sportful gait; do 1 not know that this is Qer
golden zone ¥

Dis—(With joy) Certainly, by looking at these orna-
ments this puince will give up his life.

Sita—My hoart has as it were, fallen into fire and
nectar, to thiuk that my lord was wrapt in thinking thus.

Sug.—(To Lims#f) Surely, by seeing this he remembers
Janakee., It is because of the remembrance of Janakee that
my friend’s face is hedewed with tears like a new-plucked
lotus on which river water is dropped. (Aloud) Fridkd,
rease shedding tears, you will get back Janakee.



126

. f?mna——(lo’ h "nsclf, wcollectin;y) Which at one time led
us to pull and tugr\\ vith our hangds in love’s combat. (dloud)
Lakshmana, sugportme.  (Faiuts)s

Das.—What cours hereafter? This is surely hls life's
end. (fcls up in joy). ¢

Maha.~This is a vlay (Checks him). .

Sita—Knowing of this state 6f my lord’s mind, ) bring

"to 1y mind those several states and a certain passicn over-
rules me, What shall I do therefore ? (Fagnts).

Anu.—Friend, take heart, take heart,

+ Tak.—Xoble brother, take heart.

‘Rama—(Coming lo his senses) Sngreeva, if you desire
my friendship, here is my hand extended to you. !
(Sagreeva touches Rama's hand with kis in joy).

(Behind the Scenes).

In order to quell him by whom the relations of my
friend Ravana were killed in battle and who ha$ formed a
friendshtp with. my enemay Sugreeva, [ have now borne in
my hand the stone which, aimed at the conquercr of Parasu-

“« ¢

rama, shall not diminish my glory. .
Sug.—What! Vali himself has come and speaks thus !
Hanu.—(To himself) Alas! danger is come to Sngreeva

as he left the crest of Rishyamocka which is inaccessible to

Valj and came here to the forest. Let it be. The presence

of Rama should dispel all his fears.

Ramo—(With joy) What! his voice is like that of a lion.

Lak.—(1n anger) O you wicked soul, it is a disgrace to
us to fight with a monkey ; further, my hrother Bharata rules
over the world ; and by him was my noble brother praved to
at the time of parting that he should ‘punish whomsoever
may be an evil-doer in the forest; you are an offengder in as
much as you have long been enjoying your brother’s wifa

Rutha ; are you not therefore to be punished by him? Can

you be saved even though you are protected by all the worlds ? .
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Das—The mighty Vali is come td make an end Jo
Rama's story., My worship,of Siva has now come_to bear
fenit.  And this fool of # Lakshmana thinkg’that even Valiis
easily punished.

b'ih'z—-What!. the kingeof the monkeys has become
provoked at my lord. And dear Lakshmana has spoken
boldly and sweotly with Ris nsual courage.

(Belind the Scencs.)

Oh! ho! what did this son of Sumitra say who thinks
himself a warrior for having ierely deformefl the face of
Soorpanakha ? That Viradha was killed by him was 3 mere
chance (as the insect in a faggot makes a letter in its crwl);
if he has the power to fight, let him show it against me
Or let that fool remain ; O yon Rama, this my sfone ehal
breals your heart burning constantly with the fire of separatior
from Janakee and shall make it bleed through the impulse
of its action.

Dus.—Well said by the son of Indra.

Sita—(With anviely) Priend Anala, my heart throbs tc
thigk what will happen next.

Ana.—Rama himself will defeat him.

Rama—Tien let me enter the place*where I should fight

(Exit)
(Behind the scenes).

O me miserable ! [ hear that before the fall of the’big
stone Rama with his deft hand aimed a serpant-like arrown
and that that took my lord’s life.

Sug.—What! is Vali killed ? That is why Thara has
come out of the cave and is crying out in misery at hearing
of the'death of Vadi. Therefore, Lakshmana, I shall g
with f my, followers to take refuge under Rama’s foet. ( Szit witl
Jullowers.)

Das.—What! was Vali killed by Rama ? Is this ereli
able? Certainf}, water cannot obsteuct a stone.
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(Behind the Scenes).

Breakitig ag. if did the chest of Vali whick was bedecked
with the garlund' of loose golden *lotuses, which broke in
battle the fierce horné of Dundthl which bore on jts sides
the hits of the heads of the lord of Rakshasas as he shook in ths
hold of his armpit and which bore  away the saffron from the
breasts of Thara, may that arrow which finds its rest in the
quiter of Ran:a ordain everlasting bliss to me!

Muha.—O king, this is the prayer of Sugreeva for his
welfare utterdd in the joy for the death of Vali.

Las.—(Getling up in anger).  Am I not the Ravana who
without the least mercy beat all the guardians of tho eartl
in battle dnd drove them away > Why should I not therefore
order the cutting of the locks of these Apsara girls who
enacted an improbable story ?

Maka —Be gracious, O mighty kieg, be gracious. Was
not this play composed by worshipful Sukra? thert will pot
be amy falsehoyd in it.

Das.—(To himself). Therefore it is truth. (dlond, in

| compassion) (), my dear friend, who showed your prowetney
battl® with the Asura, Dundubhi, O, Emperor of the race of
monkeys, even though Viradha was killed, even though
Khara was killed, my great hope of success was in you; and
if such a powerful one as you should come to thie, then le
(Rana) will be the vanquisher of the people of Lanka also.
Luk.—My noble brother has come upafter quelling Vali,

Inter Rama,

Rama—Dear Lakshmana, take Sngreeva and his
followers to Kishkindha in order to have him crowned as
«&king, as also Angada to be crowned as ¥uvuraja.

Lak—My noble brother is indeed compassionate to the
weak.

« 8ita—That is so. But my lord does not know that I
am weak,
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Ana,—What do yon ‘say, friend? Fdv what pu:pose djd
ne kill Vali, th terrible in bpttle ?

(I}c)zhul the Scenes)s

]Iu\'mg got from Rama the kingduwm of the son of Indra
who was killed in Jattle, Sugrecva has given uldexs to his
moukey hosts to search for Janakee.

Rama—We*are satiflied! we are eatisfied ! Dear Lak-
shmana, till we get news about Janakee, we shuil live 1n this
mount of Prasravana. © (Lceunt).

(HERE ENXD3 THE PLAY WITHIN THE PLAY).
Dus.~(Reflecting). What act of revenge may we now do ?.
Sita.—(With joy). Anala, your words have become frue.

(Behind the Steues). .

Friend Suka, do you not see Hanuman one of 4hat host,
crossing tha ocean with a desire to see Lauka, having known
of the whereabouts of Sita from the words of the elder brother
of Jutayu y

(Bdend the Scenes).

Friend Sardoola, let us go to the mighty jord of Lanka
to"iNtimate to him what we have scen.

Dus.—1s this not the conversation.between the epies,
Ruka and Sardoola, whom 1 sent np It is a wonder that I
torgot even my sending sples in quest of Rama.  (Reflecting)
Was this not an artifice of the ministers to put the affairg of
the state into my mind who was confined to my bed \\m\ my
desires intent on Janakee !

Maha —{Langhing). Mighty king, it was for that
veason alone that this play was enacted belure yeu.

Sjta—(In the overflow of juy). Friend Aunala, we too
thall go even to Aedka grove, a8 I hear that Hanuman is
crossing ghe ocean, (E reunt Sita und Anala).

Das.—Then, Mahaparswa, I make the following order to
my retinue :-—D.rain the waters dry ; burn all the fruit ®ees
on the way by which the monkey ‘army comes; throw op
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thorns on the ramiparts of the skylicking. faitvess: tell the
goddess of Lanka eo0 to act as nof to nllo\\ Haguman to enter
(the cityf) : and®,1 shall now take cdunsel of my ministers as
to what shall be duue,rox oy rou] ( Bzt with \Iuluquusua)

(Here ExDS rm Sixru Agr),

ACT VII.
INTERLUDE.
Later SooRPANAKIA,

Suor.— (Beating her brcasts tu grief) Alas! noble Dasanana,
“brother Kumoakarna, Dear Meghanatha, where are you gone ?
(In grief Alas, Adhikaya; alas, Trisiras; alas, Devantaka{
alas, Narantaka; alas, Kambha; alas Nikumbha; you have
also died ‘with the son of Akshaya. Alas, what shail I do,
unhappy as] am ? As all the houses in Lanka were originally
burnt by the fire set on the tail-end of Hanuman, Y mind
is now burning with this fice of grief. (I anjc:) Therefbre
nlthoﬁ-rlf [ am -, woman, I shall, as far as possible, be
rex'cn"ed on those two princes who are hke the night of
deluge to the race of Rukshasus. (Looking in froat) Wiuﬁ,‘
Sampathi, the minister of my brother Vibheeshana, is enter-
ing the tent of Sugreeva with the Pushpaka car. 1t is
because of this person’s attempt to lure deat Vibheeshana
to the other party that the city of Lanka has been destroyed,
1 hdVve no joy in Vibheeshana getting the Kingdow ; for he
always does things not proper to the race ot Rakshasas,

Euter SaMraral

Sump —(Surprised) What shall we say of the prowess of
Rama who threw up a bridge over the ocean, came alows that
way, and killed Ravana in battle ? aud what shall we say of
his compassion to the refugee as he gave to thesiefugee
Vibheeshana the splendid wealth of the overlordship of Lanka
as h8 had promised ? (Lovking uside at @ distapcs) What! here
appears Svorpanakha grieving. She, a cruel woman, does not -
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desire that the kingaom should go tolthe good soulgd
Vibheeshana. That is why ghe is thus. et it be; I shall
question her. Oh Soorpareiha, why do you ppear gHeving ?

Soor.—(To herself) That you are livimg when all my peopls
are killed.  (Aloud). Coming4s I did in front of J'\nakl who
tiad started in answer to an iuvitation to see her lord who had
conquered Lanka, I was pushed away by the heralds for
being noseless.

Sump.—As you are noseless, you were pusucu away.
"Thus say the omen-tellers :—* It at the startingsof any person
he sees a face without a nose, it is snggestive of sortow to
him.”  Therefore, when what was done was just, why st®uld
You feel sorry ? Diut by having merelyseen you, that Janakee
who desired to see her lord, as doth a Chakori to see the
moon, was received by him with cruel words, and so she fell
iuto the five. And by that god she was given to him asa
pure womn,

Soor.—Let it be ; but what does Rama desire to :io pow ?

San.—\What else ? Having killed Ravina in battle as
a Jign kills an elephant, and accompanied by Janakee shining
fn splendour after the ordeal of five like unto a goldensewel
heated on the fire-—

Soor.—{To herself) Fate is now in his favour and is
against Ravana.  What shall T do? (.Llond). What then

Sam.—1e desires to go to his own city Ly the Push®aka
car, and is sending word to Bharata through Hanuman. (Exit.)

Noor.—(Reflecting) Betore Hanuman should take the
news to Bharata, I shall take the form of the wife of a sage
and communicate an evil news to him. And hearing that,
Bharata and his younger brother will give up their lives
*And I shall be revenged on Rama for his killing my tuw
brothera (Exit)

(HXRE ENDS THE INTERLUDE )
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Eater Buarara followed by SavRuamNa.

I’har —Dear 3atrughna, honor with ceveral entertain-
ments ‘tlie royal ‘kings of Soauveeta, Midra, Magadha and
Dravida who have as embled in this town at my word, in
order to vangnish the Rakshas. who stole away the wifs of
my noble brother.  Anl [ shall place before hiz sandals the
presents which they have brought and shall thereafter
precsrve them in tha treasury,

Sat.—Nowle brother, as you ordered, I have a'ready
entertained the kings; and you too placed befere Ramun’s
sanlal: tha presents they brought and have alveady kept
‘thewx in the treasury.  Why do you order thus again ?

Bhar,—Ah! [ rememboar it now ! Always vearning to see
my noble l)roﬁher, the beloved of my father, my mind forgets
the actiofis which have been doue: therefore, please be
altentive to the duties,

S = A richie U1 shall do sa,

Blowrc—Reeollecting) Dear Satruzhna, evan now my
mind'lias nat lost ths impression of Rama sitting upon a
tiger-skin in a newly built hermitage in the forest with a
blue braid of hair knotted on the head, a fresh bark on the
waist, a string of baads in ths hand and Dbeaving an indes-
crihahle effulgence on his hody as the result of asceticism.

Sat.—(Cholked with fears) Who will ever forget that state
to which our nobla brother was driven by fate when he was
nobfe and the eldest son of the Kmperor ?

Bhar.——(With qrief) Ah! that the lord of all the
worlds should wander in an inaccessible forest full of stones,
thorns and insects, that he should eat the fruite of the trees
savouring almost of sour, and bitter and brackish angd hot,
t,hnt he should drink of waters rendered Sasteless by the falls
of withered leaves, that he should lie on ups and  downs!
(Fuinds).

«Sat,—Noble brother, take heart, take heart. Do not
think of that cruel fate which befell our noble brother,
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Blar.—(Tuking hearl) How may A forget ? On the
head that desarves a jewelled crown he* wears a_knotted
braid of hair; on his waidt which desertes'sa silk cloth he
wears a bark though nothing would Wecome him 8o well as
to reside on the hgights of a ®crystal palace, he lives daily
with Vaidehi in the midst of a forest hut. O Curce! why
does not my had heart bfeak in a thousand pieces! (Choled,
will fears) Carried away by a Rakshasa, the noble daughter
«of Videba does not prohably live; or if she livs at all, will
sie not be wecping t the swelling of her eyes for not seeing
her lord tor a long time?

Nat,—Noble brother, when fate is so cruel what ma¥ we
so?

Bhar.—Alas! Oh alas! ISeeta was carried away by
the Rakshasa, my noble brother, though brave, will nct live,
for thinking of her good habits, and handsome features,
Therefore what shall my unhappy self do?

Sat.—~Tuke couraze, noble hrother! the Rajahs oupht
to be sent to their respective places, !

J;'/uu —{Thinking) What! we begau one thing and wa
Jpeal\ of somethiny else; therefore, with all these Rajbs 1
shall go tomy brother to the conquest otwur enemy.

Nul.—Did you not hear the marvel which our noblle
brother has wronght ?

Dhar~What is that?

Sal —UGuha, the King of the hunters, has sent a letter.

Bhar.—1 had asked Guha to get information about tha
doings of our noble brother from his relations who wander
in the Dandaka forest ; and consequently Guha had already
writteg to me that the Rakshasa caused an illusory deer to
Iire away Rama and Y.akshmana by his beauty and then in
the torm&f a mendicant he carried away the lady Seeta: bug
what is written now in the letter?

Sut.—*Thg noble Rama, helped orly by the uobls
}Jakshmmm does not now desire any ¢ther help fgr, in order

12
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ta kill the enemiesﬁaud bring back Seeta, Sugreeva has cotme
to his aid with hxs army ; therefers the Rajahs may be sent
to their respectne phaces.” So it runs.

Blar.~Who is Sugreeva and how was his aid recured?
Sat.—He is the younger brother of VZli, ‘the emperor of
the tace of Monkeys and the lord of Kishkindha ; our noble
brother having killed Vali and given him the Kingdom, he
" has become his aid, Please listen to this short "ctter.
Bhar.—~What i it ?
b’at —*The noble Rama killed Vali, the foremost of the
‘mon‘keys, in battle; gave the wealth of the Kingdom to his
vounger brother, Sugreeva; by the armies which that fiiend
sent all ¢ver the world in quest of Seeta the city was
found which belongs to the person who stole her; and having
buailt a bridge across the sea, they have gouc to the place and
are besieging it.”
Dhar,—(Iicflecting)  Dear brother, this is posmible.  Vor
once ! heard the Devas speaking to one another in wonder.
Sut.—What words were they ?
1}lza: .—They were these:—Though Liz own son Vak
was killed by the prince, Indra, with an eys to hla business
does not grieve and does not heed his own pain.”
Sai. —Then it must be that Vaii is the son of Indra,
But it does not appear liow it served his purpose.
! Dlir.—Dear brother, I heard something in addition
from them.
Sat.—Noble brother, bless me with that also.
Bhar.—~That was this. *“Never was seen or heard any-
thing like this; the construction of a bridge, a hyndred
« Yojanas in length, ia the deep sea.” ¢

Sat.—Thsrefore, noble brother, I think also that a battle
has taken place between the monkey and the Rakehasa
arfies.  For on a certain day, when a storm, blew, I thought

"1t a pestilential wind causing misery and in order to enquire
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what remedy to find therefor I sent ,ﬂnma’s dear friead
Pingala to theshermitage of ¢he adorable *Vasishta: and be
has sent the following anfwer : —
Bhgr.—What is that ?
Sat—Witlwa desire to behold the battle,that rages
shetween the monkeys and the Rakshasas in the city of
Lanka, the son of Vinata (Garuda) is flying to and fro in the
sky, and the giud produced by the fluttering of hiz Wings'
‘blows here on the earth ; therefore, my child, do not fear that
this is a pestilential wind.”
(Behind the Scenes.)

By the fall of my friends and the triumph of my ene-
Mies T am depressed ; therefore I go to the Hitalayas to
perform austerities.”

Dhur.—(Listening) Iere appearsan old ascetic woman
telling of the success and defeat of cartain of the hosts in tha
fight.

Taler SOORPANAKHA tn the qarh of un old gseetic wémdh,
(Soorpandkla recdes the chove slola).

Slur—Dear brother, ask her who she is and wheye she
comes from. For, it is possible we mayshear from her some-
thing of our brother’s deeds in battle,

Nut.—Nnble brother, so shall I; (To Soorpanalia). O
ascetic woman, who are you and where do you come frorg ?

Noor.—{To kerself. in fear, after seeing Satruakna). The
Kshatriya lad who cut my ears and nose and is my enemy is
¢ome hera also! {Looking inlently). This is not Lakshmana ;
be must be Satrughna, his younger brother, who has the
sume form.  (Feeling her nose by the hand). Wearing the
form of an ascetic Woman, T have the nose also. Therefort
in my words he will not detect the fanlt of nasality at every
step and he will not be able to langh at it.  (dlowd). What
did you say ?
p-  Nd.~1say—who are you and ¥here come,you from ?
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Soor.—(To herself) 1 am sister of Ratana, from Lanka.
(Aloud). o (I‘cu}g\unq wedrtiess), Take me Yor somehody
coming. from somew here.

DBhar.—(To Ieirnsg{f). As ghe is an ascetic woman, she
cannot certzinly be ia favour of the Rukshafas. She appears
to be depressed. Thereforc it seems that either Rama or
Lakshmana is not well.  Or she is sorvy for comething clse.
(. 1loud) 0, ascetic woman, what is your name ? *

Soor.—(To herself). In form, this man is like thv
. Kshatriya lad \\ho<e sole object of desire was to cut my nose,
{hequoq\e this must certainly be Bharata: Further, Satrughna
is attending on him. (Aloud). Sir, what did you say ?

Sat.—fl’his noble sir asks you what your name is.

;S’oo;'.;—(To kerself). By birth my name is Svorpanalla,
by Karma it is cut-fuce, (Aloud). The sages living in
Rishyamooka mount call me Parnadin’.  (One why subsists
on leaves). For they show me favour because Iam born of
the family of sage Pulastya,

Dliar.—DBy this I under-tand that you are of the raeg, pf
'Pulastya and that you cowme from Rishyamooka mount,

Soor.—Yes.

Sai.—Ave you a Rakshasee ?

Soor.—(To herself). What is there to question?  (.{/und)
(in dger). What ! shozld I be a Rakshasce merely by bitth
in the family of I'ulastya ?

DBhai.~~Dear brother, da not provoke an ascetic woman ;
Visravas arnd Vaisravana were not of the Rakshasa caste.

Soor.—(To herself). That is the case with the wretchod
Vibheeshana also. (dlowd), Well said, you Llessed one!

.

Bhar.~Why do you appear dejected ?

Svor.—Then hear. (Hec'les the slola * By the full of
‘my friends &c.”) .

Sat.—Wko are your friends and who your enemics ¥
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Soor.=(Tv hérself). The Raksbasas dre my friends, the
nénkeys are ¥nemies. * {A%ud). The m'o,r;keys axe {riends
ind Rakshasas are enemies, .

Dl —(To limzelf, in £pubt). 1% is hard to hear of the
all of the favourites of my brother. (Alowd), Ol Parnadini,
vou said yon were livingsin mount Rishyamooka: dide the
rattle take place between them there ?

L]

Svor.—No, no: it was in the island of Linka.

ar.—That is right.

Sut.—How did you know thiz ?

Soor.—There is a cave by name Kishkindha.

Nat.—Yes, where Vali reigns.

Soor,—Vall is not now alive. But he wasekilled by
tama, born of the race of Raghu, and Sugreeva was
>stablished in the kingdom and he reigns tkere,

Sl 4This i< also known,

Noor.—In that cave there isa monkey friend of'miae, by
aame Sankukarni, who attends on Ruma. Unable to brook
M sadness at seeing Ruma fall into the fire with her c2-
wives, she came to me at mount Rishyapooka;and she told
me this.

Bhar—(With grief).  Who is that Ruma ?

SQuor—She is the (ueen of Sugreeva, the lord of the
monkeys.

Sat—(With griefN. What! is Sugreeva killed by the
Rakshasas?

Sovor-—(Cloled with tenrs), Not enly he; but hi
minisger Hmmman,:\nguda, the Yuvaraja, son of Vali, anc
others of the army.

Sap—Parnadini, what happened to the two princes of
the race of Raghu who went there ?

Noor.—\What else would have happened, but the fate of
thoso who go in front of the delusivé Rakshasag?
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Sat.—(With te:m‘s). What illusion did the Rakshasa
king pracise to kili Ehosa two? |

Soor—Then, hear, At night, when Rama was sleeping
with his brother Lakshmana, this Rakshasa warriors) in the
shapes of nfen, came into the field saying “King Bharata
sent »s here from Ayodlya to help you, az he heard you
were fighting in the city of Lanka” and so they did this
mischief— =

Bhur and, Sal.~~(In grief). What did they do?
.. Sovr.—(To herself) I shall hy my words kill Bharata
and atrughna, the younger brothers of him who killed my
elder brothgr Ravana and Kumbhakarna, (Alow]) so as
only to leaye their names.

-

Blar.—O noble Rama, O dear Lakshmana (Fulals).
Sat.—Alas! are my noble brothers gone thus! (Fuin's).

Soor.~What! have 1 spoken anything unpleasant Yo
you? Who are yoa two? Take heart, take heart.

Both.—(Taling Lewrt). What! both have gone thus!we o

Soor.—Yes. Further, Sugreeva and others who are my
fiiends were in their sleep by armed Rakshasas—-T ask ycu
who you are,

Bhar.—The resb is but known, that they too were
killed.

Sat.—This is my brother Bharata; and I am his young-
er brother Satrughna.

Soor.—(DPretending sorraw).  Are you hrothers of Rama
and Lakshmana? Ah! Iam cursed! Tt is said by the great
that though true, an unpleasant news ought not to be told;
aithough I know this T spoke thusto you; I do no* know
therefore what hell I shall go to. (Cries). '

Phar.—What harm is it to you, since ths must be told
to us by somgbody else ?
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Soor.—Witheut l\nomng the relatioRship of Satrughna.
as+soon as he asked I spoke,out every thing that Sankukarei
said.

Saj.—What is the fate of lady Seata?

Roor.—Wha# shall I say®  Carried away by the Rake
shasa, kept captive, and importuned by him to become his'
mate, she heard of the fufe of those two and strangled hérself
giving up herlife as well as her sorrow, D

o Sul.— (Tl grief) Ah! unhappy course! Noble Sita,
will your mothers-in-law btrook to hear that you have
strangled yourself to death—they who fainted for ghivf ak”
beholding you dvessed in bark like my noble brother When
‘von departed to the forest ? )

Blhor—~Noble lady, you are hlessed, as vou, did what
was right in the cirenmstances, while I am blinking asto
what I should da,

Snl.S»\Ve shall b revenged en cur enemy hy killing
him in battle. NN

Soor ——(To Terzelf). That is already done,  (Alond).
Jlrre is not yenr eonvse now Lecause you have no help. S\t:\
herself has shown the way for such sad people. N

Bhar -—Alas, oh Palas! Tourteen long vears have passed,
every moment of which was like a kalju to me and
this is the day on which my noble brother should return; I
wag hoping to have a Jook at the lotus-like teet of mywnoble
brother who should most probably becoming from the forest:
but the tree of my desives is now broken. /Falafs).

Soor.—To herself-.  Bharata, not only yours, but mine
alro wus broken, wishing as I did to enjoy that handsome
persgn.  And I lust my nose also into the bargain. (dloud),
'Child, take heart, fake heart ; how to see Rama hereafter 29

Set—(Choked with grief). That face, sweet like the
intage of the autumn meon ; those eyes which were like the
lotus leaves ; #10se arms which were like the beautifulbillars
ot blue stone; and those feet which looked_like the lotus
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' .

held in the hand of Luakshmi—~these whicl belonged to Ram'\
Iam never again ta see. (Fuints).

Saor.-—-(l’o Térseff).  As for myself I saw them all, but
my desives were not {ulfilled. e <Aloud).  Child Satgughna,
take heart, take heart! and encturage him rlso. Afterwards

cthink of a rémedy for this grief.

Bhar.— Taking conrage), Giving precedence to my be-
sewelkad sandals, you should protect the earth ; by the com-
mand of my fatfier I should live in the forest for 1} years;
and in order te gratify your desire I shall then come and
ule the kingdom: So comfurting me Rama went, but he has
not returned : how can I brook the sorrow! Therefore |
shall presently fall into the fire. ‘

Sal.—(Taking covrag=). What other remedy is there
for this?  (Jotuing his hands tn adovation of Dharata).  As
my noble brother Lakshmana was allowed by Rama to
accompany him, so allow me to fullow you in fallm:{ into the
fire. t

Shari—Tn oy to heesolf). My attempt is for this end.
(Sowdi. Child Bharatha, you have resolved well. -&kl
f5atrughna, you also have thonght of a sound remedy. And®
I shall no% go to prnance: but on the other hand the sorrow
eaused by Sugreeva and others is unbearable to me, and 1
shall therefore fullow you into the fire.

Bhar —Ah! dear Lakshmana, though powerful, you
obeyed Rama and put up with the deeds of our father, and
you neither punished my mother nor rebuked Manthara;
and as yon acenmpanied Rima into the forest, so have ycu
followed him into Swarga from the seat of war. And so
have you shown your faith in the c1se of our noble brether
awd are blessed ; but I am not so. Dear Satrughna, the '
sage whose wife was Santa brought abut the birth of chil-
dren in the royal house of Aja and increased that race with
diffictity, out of compassion—and what shall |, say, unlucky
gelf,—and whgn three out of those four children are gone the
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way of fate, you the fourth do live and_ Me:')se the fathers
with offerings of water gnd sesamnum,

Soor.—(To herself) What ! Satrugifna s to live! then
my desives will only be half, accompl¥hed. (And) Child
Bharata, the weight of Satraghna’s giief is as heayy as yours.
Thevefore T think this command will prove vain.

Sat—(With fears) When you dear children are :!rnrl,'how
can T, a child} gratify the crying fathers by megns of offerings
of water and sesamum ? Thevefore [ shall be before you in
entering the five,

Nuor —Child Satrughna, then make haste to briﬁg the
jire and the fuel,

Blar.—Oh ! curse ! O mother Kousalya, you are plunged
in a boundless ocean of sorrow; O Kaikeyi, live you, as long
as the moon and stars exist, grovelling in the mive of ill-fame;
N mother‘{\'mnitm, you bore two sons only to obtain grief;
ana O Mahithara who was the author of all evil, enjoy singly
Ml the torments of hell, O sire, comp:\nign of Iudra, by
iending brother Rama to the forest you have Gestroyed the
Pﬁ\ﬁu race which you propagated by reaing four children
with ditficulty, ’ ‘

Nuaf.—What is the use of this pmtil;g ? T shall go and
wteh the five and the fuel (Goes ovl @t then cones In again)
\oble brother, at the gate is the fire kindled with dry twigs.

Bhar.—Well, well,

Noor.—(To herself). It is a greater pleasure to me.
Alow) Child, then get up, in order to enter the fire.

Bhor.—0O ascetic wo.nan, please communicate Rharata’s
wwego Vasishta, the best of sages, the kusband of Arundhati
nd the priest of the solar race. P

Sowr.—'To herself » By this means my entering the fire
< vemedied.  (Hoad) What be that ?

Bhar--* From this day onward, fet the world be%tuled
w vourself as by the great Manu j Wy mothers chould be so
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treated by vou aggnot to have cause to mourn; you should
so order that we ghall live in the land of bliss; for, I follow
with Satzughnacto where my noblebrother has gone.”

Sour —(T0 —hersg/f). My desives are being fulfilled.
(dlowd).  Should this be comyunicated to, the sage.? = That
sage himsel knows evervthing,  (Comes round the fire).

Sat.—Parnadini, my noble brothers mesage should soon
be carried.  We alone shall first enter.

Soor.— T herself). This attempt of these two persons
is steady : therefore I have nothing eise to do here: (Al(nu;)_
Your gomm wnds ought not tu be disobeyed, especially at this
‘circymstance. (Buith

(Both come round the five).
(Behind the scenes).

Grieving at the thought that ry child suffered unen-
durable pangs as she followel her lord into the forest where
he went at his father’s command, it was like a f(Il of the
thunder-bolt to me to hear that she was carried‘away by a
Rakskasg,

Blutr.—What! king Janaka is come!

B (Behind the scenes).

0 hast of Siva’s devotees, Oh lard of Lanka, although you
were my dear friend, how did you fearlessly carry away my
child ; or say, isit ihe mannerof yoar caste ? 0, curse! O
child, what was your state, when with a body shaking with
giieff and fear you cried at the sight of the ten-headed
Ravana who carried you away in the lonely forest ?

St —This king Janaka does not know that the noble
lady strangled herself to death.

Bhar —1t is not right on our part to enter into the fire
without talking to this noble sie.  (Staatls looking).

Buter JANAKA.

Jun.—Alas! What is this 7 Here is Bharata coming
ronnd the fire burning with many flames, as il he would
“enter it with his brother, (Satrughna). (Draws near quickly),
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DBoll—Noble sir, we bow to you. T?ﬂis is our last bew
to you, as we Are to give up our lives, bdcause Rgma and
Liakshmana are killed by Rakshasas thréugh thes exercise : of
their 1llui01 Y powers.

Jun —AlL! Team cursed ! » (Fuints),

Dotl—Take heart, take heart!

Jun.—(Comricy 1o s seases). By the perversity of fate,
the words of ¢he astrslugers have hecome ungroe, for thpy
ua‘d that the husbands of Sita and Oormila would live long
and be victorious. Alas! alas! In sjite of My studv of
Advuita from Yagnyavalicya, this grief kills me.

Sut.—The noble Sita alas—slops tn the willle, with
tholed throat).

Jun.—11 she is gone too, 1ehall be glad. But even’then,
,wy heart burns,

Sul.—But it was by strangling herself.

B —‘(\'w:lﬂuu tears). ow did this happen to my
child ! O child, when you were an mf:mt you dYsphayed
your bc.n{mful teeth in smiles, your face was overhung by
% Tairs from vour forchead, you had a Landsome necfilace
round your neck. By thinking of theg, wy heart burns;
what shall I do, alas! (Hlenving a sigh), 1 was fondly
rejoicing that hearing of the seizure of Sita by the Rakshasa,
Bharata ha'l assembled the kings and was starting to gognd
vanquish the enemy. Therefore, presently, I shall offer my
body to be caten away by the very fire which has been
enkindled for you, and shall thereby cross the ocean of
SOITOW.

Bler—Itis I who ought to do it first; as my noble
Yrother has not returned, my desires are unfulfilled : there#
fore I shall enter the fire with my lock of matted hair and
my«dress of bark.

Jan. and Sal.—(Will lears). Mis words excite great
scompassion,
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 (DBehind the scenes), «

Having kille? Ravana, having got back the daughter of
Videha, having secared a fame ladded by the sages and the
gods, and having ascended the Pushpaka car, Rama is coming
with Lakshmaua, his objeet being frlfilled : therefore
Bharata, db not enter the fire.

U Sat—(Looking). Who is tlus Brahmachart who tells
these glad tidings?

Jaw—{With joy). Dear Bharata, do not be in a hurry.
Glad tidings ave heard.

Lhar.—~Looking). Noble sir, it is not so. Having
innGeently put bad tidings inty our ears, the ascetic wowan
is out of pity relating good tidings, in the garb of a Bialimas
chari.  Therefore this is false.  (Gues near the e in haste .

Luder HANUMAN a the form of @ Breolinachart,

with a toss of the curlain.

[l —DBharata, do not do so. Alas, why do vou do
this €or’ no reason?  ([revents Bharada). Listen please-
Neela, the lealer of our armies killed Prahasta, the general
of the Rakshasa army; the proud brother of Ravana, by
name Kumbhakarna, was killed by the Lord Rama; Laksh-
mana who killed the son of Ravanais extolled by all the
gods ; and Sita, like thg goddess of Victory, was obtained by
Lord Rama who killed Ravana. Therefore, with your wife
and“brother you are to enjoy the blizs of Rama's return,

DBhar.—\hen the hosts of Rakshasas are adept in artful
fights, how may my noble brother return!

Hanu—~When the might of God is with Rama, the
illusory power of the Rakshasasis of no avail.  Please listen.
In the first battle the son of Ravana, adept in illusory artsys
ound Rama and Lakshmana by serpentine arrows.

Sat.—I think it was this that the ascetic woman heard
and gut enquiring further put us into terror,

DBhar.~What then ?
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Ilunu.~Then the son’of Viuata (Garndaj was seni by
Indea to the bagtle. s

Blar—Dear Satrughna, what you, smd was told -by
Vasishta is correct.

Hafu.—And gn his arrivgl the ties | grew loose and then’
ghe battle began again.

Sat.—At th® approack of wor shxpful Garuda, how wxan
the serpentine arrows stand ? .

Bliar.—(Withjoy). Dear Satrughna, I ndw understand
thar India wanted his business to be done by Rama, namely,
the fall of Ravanu; for he sent the King of birds fqp the .
protection of Rama. )

Jan —(3ith juy).  Please say who you, a Brahmachari,
are and what is your name, who thus gave us life in all inno-
cence,

' Hanu.~—1 am a minister of Sugreeva, by name Hanuman
the son of¥he Wind ; and 1 wai seut by the killer of R'wana
to the presence of Bharata.

Juon -0 son of the wind, you are as mtch to be rekpec-
tgd b me as Yagnyavalkya; because Jike " im you received
your instructions in the three Vedas from the Sun.

Nat.=(With surprise). l’m'um]ini,.au ascetic woman,
said that Sugreeva with his army and his ministers was killed
Ly the Rakshasas in battle,  How then does Hanuman live?

Itanu.—Who is that ascetic woman, Parnadini ?

Sat.—She lives in Rishyamooka, and her friends are
Sugreeva and his party.

Hann.—(To himself), There is no one like that. (Thinl-
m]) oThis must be Soorpanakha who was reported by
hinister Sampathi to be dejected on account of the fall of
Ravana and Kumbhakarna and the gain of the kingdom by
Vildovshana. This must be an attempt of hers to put an
md to Bhamta"md Satrughna. (dioud) She is Scorpanzkha,
sister of Ravana, who has put on the disguise of an ascetic

13
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woman, being jeafous of the lord who conguered Ravana; and
she spoke this unrleasant news to yon.

i Bhar.l-Tllrcf is"possible. She herself said she was born
of the race of Pulastya. .

Hany ~—(Looking southwards), Bharuta, look here! the
conguerar of the lord of Lanka is coming along the sky by
the I"ushp'nka car, with Seeta and ‘followers. (AUl look in won-
de)) .

Hanu.—And now, Bharata, look at the monkeys and
bears jumpiry from tree to tree and hill to hiil, which formed
your brother’s army. By the bending and the rising of the
bonghs of trees as they leap on and from them, the trees in
the pleasare-garden near Nandigrama appear to dance fof
jey. - .

Jan.—Child Ramabhadra, his left side beautified by
child Seeta, is coming down the Pushpaka car, mt.h Laksh-
mana and followers, i

Bhir.— (Looking will joy) After the lapse of sucha loncr
time I see my noble brother who is as lovely 'as Cupid
vnnquished by the eyeon the forehead of the huehand - ef
Parvati, whose eyes are like the lotus, and whose body is as
blue as a mass of water-laden clouds; therefore my body
appears to be bathed ip nectar.

Sat—(With joy) Who can ever know the fruits of
actions or the time when they come to pacs. We, who were
ready to fall into the fire, are now plunged in an ocean of
nectar,

Enter RaMA as described above.

Rama. ~—Oh Janakee, crossing the bridge on the sea,
Yistant a hundred yojanas, as well as the Mountain ot
Mahendra, the hill Prasravana and the extensive -forest of
Vindhya, the car, which came across the skies over"the
nountain of Chitrakoota, has taken us tn Nandigrama.
Further, O py dear, winning in the battle between thé
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Monkeys and the Rakshasas, I have croséed the océam and
come back with you to my own place.

Lak.—Noble brother, 6ok here! Brother BlaTata cdes
to meet ps, accompanied by king Janaka anddear Satrughna.
He sbqn‘ls before gou with the matted Baid on his head, with
the unbecoming barkskin on his waist, and with a trame,
smaciated through penange on your account, like unte an
embodiment of sorrow caused by your absence.

Kama.—He is even so: the pain first cauged to my mmd
b$ Ravana carrying Sita away waas relieved by the doing of
deeds required under the circumstances; and % is by for-
tune that I am being relieved of the pain subsequently caused®
by the knowledge that on my account Bharata is pl’ning
Away, leaving the kingdom and its comforts.

Bhar.—(Drawing near) My noble brother, wht are the
dearest son unto father Dasaratha, who are full of compassion
bo the faithful, and who are the Truth, I, Bharata, make the
long-lookgd-for obeisance at your lotus-like feet. (Bows, wilh
tedrs of jay). (With love and joy, Rama takes him® by Dbotl.
his hand® and embraces him),

o Rowma and Bhar.— (To themselves). By this embrace I,
am cooled as if I bathe in a lake of Camphor.

Rama.—(dloud). Dear Bharata, I'have seen you again
by good luck.

Bhar.—(dloud). By this it appears that my noble

brother has bestowed full favor on me in order to mak® my
Jesires fulfilled.

(Lakshmana and Satrughna bow to Bharale and Rama
respectively and receive their blessings).

Rama.— (Drawing near). O sire, King Janaka, I, Rama,
son of Dasaratha, bow to you.

Y.ak—Sire, Latshmana bows to you.

Sesta.—Kather, I bow to you.

¢ Jan.—(DBlesses them all, is filled with joy at sight of Rama

md fallers with ezcess of tears of joy). O you conquétor of
Ravane, act agteeably to your birthip the family of Manu, and
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agrecably to the manner in which You wedded child Beeta
“who was given to i as a prize for your prowess.

- Rania.—(joining his hands in adoralion). By the kind
wishes of you wano are a knower of Brahma and a noble King,
by the blessings of agastya, Vasishta, Visvamitra ahd other
great eaged, and by the favour’of Indra and other gods, I
conguered the ten-headed Ravana, o

‘ Enter Kotsika.

Kous.—(%"0 himself). The gods had commanded me to
et up Ravapa agninst Rama for killing hig relations and
then to give to Rama such instructions in arms as shall en-
able him to kill Ravana. By my eve of knowledge 1 saw
Rama killing Ravana.  Therefore having executed the com-
mands of ‘the gods, my desires have this day been fulfilled.
(A ppr oaches. )

Roma—{Sres und draws near). O voble sive, T, of the
Ikshwaku race, bow to yon. '

Kous.— My child, may your desires be acchmplishgd!
(Olhezs also how 1o Kousika ; he blesses them and grvedthem joy).

Kous.—(To Rwnay In battle you have killed Ravarawho
wag like a thorn to all the three worlds, and you havey
protected the great vages, the gods and the three worlds.

Tama,—All by your blessings.

Blar.—Noble Koflzika, please arrange tohave my hrother
croffned here and conducted to Ayodhya.

" Jan.—Bharata’s haste to have his brother crowned is
surprising !

Hann.—Nama’s intimale friends, Sugreeva, Vibheeshana
and others, wish to do the same ; therefore, with two or three
monkeys, I shall go and fetch the sea-water. (Exity

Jan —Child Satrughna, bring Vasishta and other sageg
and the pr iests and ministers.

—So shall 1. (Lait).

Sata —(To herself) My heait rvejoices to think that my
lord who conguered the lord of Lauka is tu be crowned.
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Belind the scenes)

« As Rama is to bp crowned to-c{c% flywer, 14 samfa]’
saﬂtc:ned-nce, pot of wgtdr, umbrella ;and twh chamaras
should bp brought to the wedding hall )leb some girly come
theve pldo; let thg coronation, elephant” and the horses be
posted near it; let the drum and other instrumentz play |
music.

Jun.—This certainly is the order of Vasishta.

Enter SaTRUGUNA.

Sit.—(1Tv Ruma) Noble brother, all are come.

Euter Vasisura,

Vs, —1viend Kousika, seat Seeta and Rima on gthis
throne, and we and other sages shali crown theu.

*  Kous.—I shall act as desived by the son of Mitra and
Varuna.

Jun,—~Rama is crowned; and he joyfully presents the
;itizens with white silks and ornaments.  In the heavens the
celestial dgum beats; the flowers rain and the Apsara givls
ard dancipg.

Koul.—My child, what else do you destre me to do?

o Tuma.—O noble sire, by your blessing, my wedding of
Junakee took place without hindrance ; I killed Ravafta in
battle with his kindred and friends, and brought back wy
boloved Sceta; I bave scen the logg-wished-for Bharata;
and [ have been crowned. What move is there in the world
to please me which you have to do? DButeven so, let this
prayer of Bharata (the Actor King) be granted:—Let all
wen follow the way shown by Manu and other legislators
for their good; let the Rajahs rule the world in blissy unin-
ftuenced by tell-tales; let swect-voiced poets be cherished
alwayg by men of taste; and may the faith of this poet
remain steadfast unto the noble lord of the Raghu race!

(HERE ENDS THE SEVENTH ACT).
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